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ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


STAGNATION IN ENERGY SECTOR TRACED TO INADEQUATE POLICY 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 30 Oct 83 pp 6-7, 11 


[Text] There has been a considerable rise in Argentina's total consumption 


of energy over the past few decades, though it has been not nearly 
large enough in comparison to the country's resources. According 

to Energy Secretariat figures, consumption in 1960 totaled 18,670,000 
equivalent tons of oil (ETO), rising to 42,490,000 ETO 20 years later. 
Oil accounted for 61 percent of this total amount, and gas 20 percent. 
There is an obvious contradiction here because whereas these two fuels 
account for more than 80 percent of consumption, they represent just 
34 percent of our resources. 


According to Energy Secretariat data, the country's detected petroleum 
reserves total around 34] million tons. Based on today's depressed 
consumption rate, this means that they would run out in no more than 

12 years. The relatively small size of our oil reserves is, in fact, 
due to delays in development efforts. Inasmuch as petroleum consumption 
is around 28 million tons a year (1982 figure), current reserves will 
have to double over the next two decades. 


An onshore test well costs $4 million, and on offshore one costs no 

less than $7 million, according to official estimates. Some $15 billion 
in development investments and another $25 billion in exploration will 
be needed to insure oil self-sufficiency. The fact is that over the 
past 10 years oil production increased a laughable 16 percent. Over 

the first 6 months of this year output reached 13,944,000 cubic meters, 
compared to 14,102,800 during tiie same period in 1982; in other words, 
there was a drop of |.1 percent. 


The stagnation that has characterized the sector in recent times has 
thus continued. In contrast, the country needs an aggressive policy 
to promote its oil industry, beginning with the intensification of 
exploration efforts. 


Not only will oil continue to be a leading energy source, but gains 
in oil development are one of the keys to assuring the country's economic 


independence. 














Oil's share in total energy consumption has declined, because it is 
currently around 56 percent, whereas its share in worldwide consumption 
is 42.5 percent. Argentina has been adapting very slowly to the world 
trend towards replacing oil with other energy sources in response to 
the sharp rise in world oil prices over the past decade. Our country 
has been neglecting the abundant reserves of energy that are to be 
found in our subsoil. 


Petroleum is an essential component of petrochemical development. Argentina 
imports about $i billion in intermediate and end products, which it 
could produce domestically if it had the appropriate production chain. 
Its total domestic consumption is $1.6 billion, which means that it 
contributes a value added of $600 million. But whereas the annual 
consumption in our country is some 27 kilograms per capita, it is more 
than 280 kilograms per capita in the developed countries. The delays 
in building major projects have led today to at least two large gaps 
in our production structure: the repeatedly postponed completion of 
the Polo Bahia Blanca plants and the General Mosconi Petrochemical 
Complex in Ensenada. 


The itemization of consumption by energy source has changed considerably 
in the country over the past 5 years. 011 dropped from 62.7 to 56 
percent; hydroelectricity jumped from 5.8 to 10 percent; natural gas 
rose from 22.2 to 25 percent, while nuclear power retained its 2 percent 
share. 


The trend is due to the fact that oil is a nonrenewable energy source. 
Thus, in line with the world trend, we began a wideranging plan to 
substitute renewable energy sources, such as water, wind, the sun and 
biomass. But every project has either been subject to delays or rejected, 
while estimated costs have been far out of line with actual costs. 


Hydroelectric Resources 


Hydroelectricity could be regarded as an endless source of energy. 
However, it cannot replace oil as a fuel or lubricant or, even more 
importantly, as a raw material in the petrochemical industry. 


The country uses little of its hydroelectric potential, less than 10 
percent of the power that could be produced annually. To get an idea 

of how much hydroelectric power we fail to use, it could meet the country's 
entire energy consumption requirements at present if it were fully 
developed. 


According to estimates in the Electricity Plan, the country's technically 
utilizable hydroelectric potential is equivalent to 200,000 GW/h a 
year, as distributed in the following hydrographic systems. 


The Atlantic system covers a wide area of the country, from the province 
of La Rioja to Tierra del Fuego, excluding two narrow zones in the 
highland region of Chubut and Santa Cruz, which make up the Pacific system. 














The resources that have been located in this system represent 55,200 
GW/h a year of its hydroelectric potential of 96,000 GW/h a year. The 
fact is, however, that whereas the National Energy Plan envisioned 
that 52.5 percent of these resources would be fully utilizable over 
the coming decade, very little headway has been made so far, which 
means that the goal will most likely not be reached. 


The Plata system, which is the largest because of its mighty rivers 
(the River Plate, the Parana, Uruguay and Paraguay rivers), covers 

an area of 930,000 square kilometers on Argentine soil. If we include 
the area shared with Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay, which is 
called the Plate Basin, it totals 3.1 million square kilometers. 


The most progress has been made in this system in spite of the countless 
delays. 


One of the projects under way is the Middle Parana. The energy that 
will be generated by the two plants on the Middle Parana (northern 

and southern units) totals 34,000 GW/h, which is more than a third 

of the Plata system's potential. This is 10 times as much as El Chocon, 
13 times as much as Futaleufu, 5 times as much as Sal Grande or as 

much as Argentina will obtain from the bilateral projects at Yacyreta, 
Corpus and the Upper Uruguay. 





Another project under construction is Yacyreta, and the current government 
has just announced the awarding of the contracts for its components. 


The original schedule of projects under the National Energy Plan called 
for investments of $12 billion during the 1978-1985 period. The huge 
debts that the country has run up for largely unproductive purposes 
have hampered the financing of vital projects for both generating energy 
and improving irrigation, navigation and roads. 


Yacyreta and the Middle Parana project together require an investment 
of some $25 billion, and the other electric power projects under way 
call for another $10 billion. 


The Energy Under Our Feet 


The country's overall resources can be gauged in terms of the energy 
reserves in our soil and subsoil. 


According to estimates of the country's total hydroelectric energy 
potential, this renewable source of power could yield 200,000 GW/h 
a year for 30 years. 


Our country's quantified natural ags reserves total 700 billion cutic 
meters, and this figure could rise. This is enough to meet our needs 
for the next 50 or 60 years, not only as a substitute for oil but also 
as a raw material for petrochemical developments. One notable example 































in this regard is that the use of gas in its various forms has now 
been authorized to replace gasoline, diesel oil and gas o11 in motor 
vehicles, which is being done in many European countries. 


Argentina loses $490 million a year (the 1982 figure) by not utilizing 
its natural gas reserves. 


We must not forget for one second that our much-talked-about energy 
self-sufficiency is largely an illusion. The more than 25 percent 
drop in the gross industrial product over the past 5 years explains 
why energy self-sufficiency has been so readily attainable. As soon 
as the country's production machine starts up again, however, we will 
notice the latent bottlenecks. 


According to the Electricity Plan, total investment requirements come 
to around $110 to $135 billion, 40 percent of which (some $48 billion) 
are for the development of our oil and natural gas reserves. 


In response to the critical outlook for energy consumption, a move 
has been made lately to make use of plant fuels. 


The country's energy wealth contrasts with its financial poverty. 

This contradiction can be overcome only through a plan that sets energy 
development priorities, that aims at replacing imports, that leads 

to a favorable trade balance and that furnishes uninterrupted supplies 
of inexpensive energy to industry and agriculture. 


We must not forget that because of their high cost and long amortization 
period, energy projects must be directly financed by state-run enterprises 
or bilateral agencies, which in turn require foreign financing. 


The huge debts that state-run companies have run up, mostly to maintain 
the famous "little table" for dollar exchanges, conspire against a 
vigorous energy plan. But this is something that the country cannot 
avoid. If Argentina fails to come up with a timely response to its 
energy crisis, it will continue falling behind in the concert of nations. 
Our future authorities will have to make the immense wealth in our 

soil and subsoil available to Argentine industry. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


ENERGY SECRETARY-DESIGNATE TO REVISE RISK CONTRACT SYSTEM 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 17 Nov 83 Sec 2 p 3 


[Text] The energy secretary-designate, Conrado Storani, has asserted 
that oil leases will not be granted again, and he has come out against 
the kind of risk contracts currently in force. In another vein, he 
announced that talks have begun with Brazil on building a large petro- 
chemical plant on the border between the two countries. 


"No more leases," he said. "That legal arrangement belongs to the 
past. We don't want risk contracts like the previous ones either, 
with set prices that have nothing to do with what is going on in our 
country, like the ones set for Persian Gulf oil." 





As far as the future of the National Atomic Energy Commission is concerned, 
Storani noted that the appointment of its future chairman "is a matter 
exclusively for the president of the nation to decide." 


Regarding the plans for a large petrochemical plant, he stated that 
"we are still in the negotiating stage, but the idea is to use gas 
from Bolivia and Salta." 


"We think," he added, "that the construction of the plant could be 
undertaken by Argentine and Brazilian government and private companies." 
Storani noted that "if our talks on the construction of the petrochemical 
plant are successful, it will be a very important step for the country's 
economic development, given the kind of market that Brazil represents." 


With respect to the National Atomic Energy Commission, he contended 


that "it is the exclusive province of the president of the republic, 
and contrary to what I have seen in some papers, I am not in a position 
to assert that Castro Madero will continue in his post." 


With regard to the possibility that nuclear power will be hooked up 
with the commercial energy network, he indicated that "this is a problem 
that we have yet to discuss." 














Oil Policy 


He stated that the number one goal of oil policy would be to cut oil 
imports, "not to spend any foreign exchange on imported oil." 


He said that although the country is currently self-sufficient in petroleum, 
this was due to the economic recession, adding that in the event of 
a strong recovery, "there are going to be problems." 


Reviving YPF [Government Oil Deposits] 


He maintained that YPF would be "totally revived, taking care of its 
debt and the interest on it." 


"This is very important, inasmuch as its debt weighs heavily on fuel 
prices, and if we reduce to zero the debt that the previous economic 
authorities made it contract, we will be in a very good position to 
adjust YPF's costs to a profitable, economical level," he stated. 


He also pointed out that YPF would be in charge of "developing our 
oil resources," and he completely ruled out leases and questioned the 
wisdom of risk contracts. 


He said that oil development would be undertaken by putting projects 

and services out to contract and offering new legal arrangements, perhaps 
joint ventures, but always with YPF in charge of policy and product 
management. 


He noted that foreign capital could be used in joint ventures and in 
the provision of technology and he stressed that offshore 011 development 
would continue. 


He also mentioned that in oil policy Argentina would try to coordinate 
more closely with the rest of Latin America; "for example, we could 
become full-fledged members of, rather than just observers in the Latin 
American Energy Organization (OLADE)." 


Referring to the contracts signed by the military government, he said 
that they all have a clause that states that after 120 days they must 
be made known to the National Congress, which will decide whether or 

not it will observe them. 


"This is a problem for the National Congress. The contracts have already 
been signed, and I can't do anything about that; I will have to abide 


by what the Congress decides," he asserted. 


Liquid Fuels Substitution 


Storani also pointed out that other goals of energy policy would be 
to replace liquid fuels with natural gas and to better utilize our 
hydroelectric resources. 





With regard to gasohol, he emphasized that for now its production is 
limited to the northern part of the country and that "there are no 
indications that this is going to expand." 


The future energy secretary said that he was an advocate of bilateral 
agencies for the construction of hydroelectric projects, rejecting 
assertions to the contrary. 


"It's just that if I had to choose between a national project like 
the Middle Parana and a bilateral one, I would lean towards the national 
one," he stated. 


Concerning the Yacyreta contracts, which Radical leaders have expressed 
doubts about, he said that "we are going to take a look at them once 

we are in office and we will revise everything that has to be revised, 

but the political decision is to move forward with the project." 

With regard to hydroelectric projects, he gave assurances that "we 

will give foreign companies a chance to participate, because otherwise 
such projects are impossible. But we will always try to see to it 

that domestic industry has a large share, at least 60 percent." 

Lastly, he said that he advocated "continuing gas purchases from Bolivia,” 
in line with the policy of substituting for liquid fuels. 
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BRIEFS 


PETROLEUM INDUSTRY CRISIS--In view of the recent fuel price increases 
ordered by the authorities, the Chamber of the Petroleum Industry has 
issued a communique in which it reports on the intensive efforts that 

it has been engaged in with the government to overcome the crisis in 
which the country's refining industry finds itself. The nation's 
authorities have referred in recent statements to this situation and 

its consequences, which affect both government-run and private industry, 
the chamber says. This is due mainly to inadequate markups, a condition 
that has not been reversed with the latest fuel price hikes. As we 

know, the difference between the cost of the raw material and the selling 
price is the refinery markup, which is the only real source of income 
that the industry has today. Having exhausted the normal channels, 

the chamber sent telegrams to the president of the nation and the ministers 
of the economy and public works and services, emphasizing among other 
points: '"'...we hereby bring to your attention the economic and financial 
crisis that the oil industry is faced with as a result of the setting 

of consistently inadequate markups....In light of the gravity of 

this situation, which will soon hamper normal industry operations, 

given the stringent terms on which crude oil is bought from Government 

Oil Deposits, the fuel taxes and the sharp wage boosts, we ask that 

the National Executive Branch urgently order an adjustment of the margins 
with which the industry operates..." [Text] [Buenos Aires LA PRENSA 

in Spanish 5 Nov 83 p 2] 8743 


cso: 3348/90 
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OIL PRODUCTION DECREASE PREDICTED FOR 1983-87 PERIOD 
Guayaquil EL UNIVERSO in Spanish 21 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] Quito--During the period between 1972 and 1982, income from exports 
of crude oil totaled 196,415,000,000 sucres, engineer Rodrigo Ceron Chamorro, 
national director for hydrocarbons, has announced. 


The breakdown of this figure is as follows: 58,263,000,000 sucres for Texaco, 
18,835,000,000 for Gulf, 90,114,000,000 for the CEPE [Ecuadorean State Petro- 
leum Corporation], 1,428,000,000 for the CITY, and 27,775,000,000 sucres for 

royalties obtained by the government. 


Ceron Chamorro said that this income included royalties, tax on income and, 
among other categories, service rates, ballast, returns, taxes on exports, 
labor participation, etc., as well as company participation. 


The royalties and tax on income accounted for 78 percent of the total income 
obtained from oil exports during that period. 


Recipients of ‘™ncome 

An analysis of the beneficiaries from income, both from royalties and 
the income tax, shows an overall total for those sharing the income of 
152,790,000,000 sucres, of which 37 percent was royalties and 63 percent 


tax on income. 


Only five institutions shared in this amount, to the extent of about 92 per- 
cent. They are: 


--General state budget, 24,423,000,000, equivalent to 16 percent. 





--Provincial and municipal councils, 24,438,000,000, equivalent to 16 percent. 


--National Development Fund-Ecuadorean Development Bank, 25,548,000,000, 
equivalent to 16.7 percent. 


--Armed Forces and National Defense Council, 39,188,000,000, equivalent to 
25.6 percent. 


--The INECEL [Ecuadorean Electrification Institute], 27,436,000,000 sucres, 
equivalent to 18 percent of the total. 











Eleven other beneficiaries shared in only the remaining 8 percent of the 
total amount of this income. 


Production Increase 


An annual average of 86,100,000 barrels of oil is expected to be added 
between 1983 and 1987. This is the equivalent of production of 245,800 
barrels per day of operation, engineer Rodrigo Ceron Chamorro, national 
director for hydrocarbons, said. 


Currently, 14 fields in the Amazon region are being exploited: Sacha, 
Shushufindi, Yuca, Yulebra, Culebra, Fanny-188, Mariann, Secoya, Shushuqui 
and Shuara. 





In the coming months and/or years, it is hoped to add 11 fields, two belong- 
ing to the CEPE-Texaco trust and nine to the CEPE alone. The fields to be 
added which belong to the trust are Cononaco (1984) and Coca (1985). 


The fields in which the CEPE will operate directly are Charapa, Cuyabeno, 
Tetete and Sansahuari, which will be incorporated during the remaining part 
of this year, as well as Bermejo (1984), and Tiguino, Capiron, Tivacuno and 
Shiripuno, with plans calling for their addition in 1986. 


Reduced Growth 


The total production of crude oil, despite the possible addition of these 11 
fields, will increase at a slower rate, about 2.4 percent for the period be- 
tween 1983 and 1987. This is due to the fact that the production by the 
CEPE-Texaco trust, accounting for the majority, will increase at only 0.1 
percent during that period. 


The CEPE production, although increasing at about 18.7 percent during this 
period, does not have a great influence on the total production figure, which 
will be affected by major reductions at the fields being exploited today, 
such as Lago Agrio, Auca, Atacapi and Paraguacu. 


Ceron said that the CEPE-CITY contribution, from its two fields, is marginal, 
and will decrease as time goes on. 


The estimates of production between now and 1987 take into account the imple- 
mentation of secondary recovery at some fields, such as Sasha and Shushufindi, 
since if this work is not done, production will drop substantially in the 
coming years. 


On the other hand, infrastructure projects are needed in order to achieve the 
exploitation of the fields to be incorporated by 1987. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


RECOVERY IN PETROLEUM, LIVESTOCK SECTORS REPORTED 
Guayaquil EL UNIVERSO in Spanish 23 Nov 83 p 2 


[Text] A Bank of the Pacific analysis of the situation in the productive 
sectors of the country indicates that while agriculture, fishing and con- 
struction show a continuing decline, the livestock and hydrocarbons sectors, 
on the other hand, show some recovery. 


Farm Sector Affected 


The sector which includes crop raising, livestock breeding, hunting and 
fishing will show a decline, the analysis indicates, of 13.3 percent in com- 
parison to 1982, when an annual decline of 2.0 percent was seen. This was 
basically due to the deterioration in the crop-raising subsector, which 
showed a drop of 27.7 percent in comparison to 1982, when a shrinkage of 

2.3 percent had already been seen, basically because of the inadequacy of 
the rainy seasor. 


Production of rice and soybeans will be less than that in 1982. However, 
corn production has been favored by the rainfall. 


Farm production for export will show a drop of 32.1 percent, with bananas, 
followed by bananas and coffee, being the categories most affected. 


The livestock sector maintains healthy growth, estimated at 5.0 percent this 
year as compared to -5.7 percent seen in 1982. 


Fishing Sector 


The fishing sector, which has seen steady growth in recent years, showed a 
decline this year, particularly as a result of the reduction in whitefish. 
Shrimp production continues to increase. It is estimated that the fishing 
sector will show a decline of 15.0 percent this year, and it is noted that in 
1982, the rate of increase was 13.4 percent. These figures are reflected in 
the export indicators. In this sector, permits to export raw fish came to 
$3.1 million up until September of this year, representing a decline of 

28.9 percent in comparison to 1982. Sales of processed sea products declined 
73.4 percent, dropping from $68.1 million in 1982 to only $18.1 million in 
1983. 
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Shrimp exports, on the other hand, came to a total of $139 million for for- 
eign sales as of September of this year, showing an increase of 53 percent 
over 1982. 


Manufactured Products 


Industrial manufacturing activities, excluding oil, dropped 1.2 percent in 
1983 as compared to an increase of 4.6 percent in 1982. 


The activities showing positive development were food products, up 7.5 per- 
cent$ textiles, garments and leather wearing apparel up 6.3 percent$ and 
meta’ products, machinery, equipment and other up 4.1 percent per year. 


Exports of industrial products also declined, since as of September of this 
year the total was $152.5 million, representing a reduction of 149.2 million, 
representing 49.5 percent, in comparison to 1982 [sic]. 


Oil 


The oil and other mining products category will increase an estimated 7.3 per- 
cent this year, as compared to a decline of 3.9 percent in 1982. This was 

due to the increase in crude oil production by 11.3 percent, representing 
85,783,000 barrels, as compared to 77,090,000 last year. 


Oil retining showed a drop of 8.2 percent in 1983, after having declined 
8.7 percent in 1982. 


Exports of crude oil, including direct sales, royalties and compensation, but 
not including exchanges and processing in Brazil, came to a total of 
$1,042,700,000 this year, representing an increase of $128,300,000 or 

14 percent, in comparison to the same period in 1982. For exports of crude 
oil derivatives, there was a decline of 30.7 percent, representing 
$131,500,000. 


Foreign exchange obtaived from oil exports came to $1,113,600,000 by Septem- 
ber of this year, accounting for 69.8 percent of totai domestic exports. 


Other Sectors Affected 


Activities in wholesale and retail trade, restaurants and hotels showed a 
decline of 1.0 percent in 1982 as compared to an estimated increase of 
0.2 percent in 1982. 


The Bank of the Pacific estimates that the transportation, storage and 
communications sector will show an increase of 3.6 percent, as compared to 
4.9 percent for 1982. 


The electricity, gas and water sector will continue the increase of 11.5 
percent seen in 1982 with a figure of 15.3 percent for 1983. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


BELCO GIVEN OFFSHORE CONCESSIONS--Quito--The special bids committee has ruled 
that the bids submitted by the Belco Petroleum Corporation, a U.S. oil enter- 
prise, for oil exploration and exploitation in offshore Blocks 1 and 2, on 
which international bidding was solicited, are acceptable. The committee 
will meet again next Monday to appoint a special committee to negotiate the 
contract for the blocks with Belco, the corporation announced. Thus four 
blocks on which six bids were made by 11 international oil enterprises have 
been placed on the negotiating table. It is hoped that the contracts can be 
signed during the course of the first quarter of next year. As will be 
remembered, Occidental, a U.S. company, was given first priority for negoti- 
acing on Block 15 in the Amazon region, while the trust made up of the Span- 
ish Hispanoil enterprise and a U.S. firm, Esso, was designated for Block 8 in 
that same Amazon region. It should be noted that the offshore block is 
located off the Santa Elena peninsula, while Bloc 2 is south of that penin- 
sula. [Text] [Guayaquil EL UNIVE8SO in Spanish 22 Nov 83 p 4] 5157 


LIGHT CRUDE OIL DISCOVERY--The CEPE [Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporaticn] 
has estimated the quantity of recoverable light oil at the Balsaura-1-B well, 
located in the southeastern part of the country, at approximately 30 million 
barrels of oil, opening up another major hydrocarbon-yielding structure in 
the country. In fact, when the drilling of that well was completed, it was 
established that it would yield 3,064 barrels of oil per day from the M-1 and 
"U" sandstones, yielding 1,974 and 1,090 barrels of oil of API 25-degree 
weight per day, respectively. The CEPE says that although the tests at one 
of the deposits in the Napo Superior formationhave yet to be completed, it is 
estimated that daily protection will increase to an even greater volume. The 
importance of this discovery lies in the fact that the level known as M-1 
produces API 25-degree light oil, something unprecedented in our domestic 
hydrocarbon-producing history, since this is the first time crude oil of that 
weight has been found in this deposit in the Amazon region. The total re- 
coverable reserves in this deposit come to approximately 30 million barrels 
of oil, which makes the surrounding area a highly likely region for hydro- 
carbon prospecting, since the Balsaura structure is at the center of an axis 
or alignment of anomalies extending from the northeast to southwest, parallel}! 
to the Amazonas-Mision axis. This defines a prospective corridor 70 kilo- 
meters long by 10 in width, containing a series of very important structural 
and stratographical anomalies. It was also announced that the drill will be 
utilized at the next location to check a prospect located on the Guayusa- 
Shionayacu axis, by means of drilling the Shionayacu-1 exploratory well. 
[Text] [Guayaquil EL UNIVERSO in Spanish 18 Nov 83 p 3] 5157 
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ENERGY 


ECONOMLCS 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON TRINTOC 1980 REVENUES REPORTED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


DESPITE marginally 
lower sales volumes in 
1980 than in 1979, reve- 
nues of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Oil Com- 
pany Limited (Trintoc) 
increased in that year 
by $315.9 million over 
the 1979 level to $1,386.9 
million. 

According to the 1980 


annual report of the 
company, this was due 
mainly to the con- 


tinued increase in in- 


ternational petroleum 
prices 
In its financial re- 


view, the Trintoc said 
other income of the 
company rose from $7.6 
million in 1979 to $26.4 
million in 1980 while 
costs and expenses for 
1980 rose by $332.1 mil- 
lion over the 1979 level 
to $962.4 million. 

It said the latter was 
due mainly to the con- 
tinued hikes in world oil 
prices which irfluenced 
the cost of purchased 
crude oil and on which 
royalty and production 
levy payments are 
based and also to a les- 
ser extent the effect of 
both domestic and im- 
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ported inflation on 
other costs and ex- 
penses. 

The review said in 
spite of a marginal drop 
in volume purchases of 
cruce oil rose by $272.6 
million to $767.5 million 
and royalty and prod- 
uction levy payments 
increased by $15.0 mil- 
lion to $71.3 million. 

It added that the 
company's net assets 
increased from $528.2 
million in 1979 to $724.00 
million-in 1980. 

Total assets at $955.6 
million at the end of 
1980 was $229.2 miilion 
above the end-1979 
level, said the annual 
report. 

This increase was due 
mainly to capital and 
exploration expen- 
diture of 114.0 million 
being partially offset 
by depreciation provi- 
sion of $20.9 million for 
the year; a rise in cash 
and short-term de- 
posits by $98.2 million 
to $184.8 million be- 
cause of the good trad- 
ing results and the in- 
troduction of a de- 
ferred tax asset of $26.9 


million in respect of a 
tax charge borne on re- 
fined product inven- 
tories although not yet 
sold, said the report. 

Current liabilities in- 
creased during 1980 by 
$33.4 million to $231.6 
million mainly because 
of an increase of $54.7 
million in the balance 
payable with respect 
to tax liabilities and a 
rise of $18.0 million in 
accounts payable stem- 
ming from the con- 
tinued price escalation 
in crude oil purchases. 

These increases were 
to some extent offset 
by a reduction in short- 
term debt by $39.3 mil- 
lion. 

The review also point- 
ed out that surplus 
funds generated during 
1980 amounted to $131 


million com- 
pared with 


$227.1 million for 1979. 


According to the re- 
port, in 1980 the com- 
pany spent’$114.0 mil- 
lion on capital and ex- 
ploration projects, an 


increase of $24.9 million 
over that for 1979 








ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELAN CRUDE--Caracas: (OPECNA) Venezuela is to send 20 000 barrels 
per day of crude for processing to Trinidad and Tobago under an oil 
cooperation programme beginning next year. Jose Ignacio Moreno Leon, 
Venezuelan Minister of Energy and Mines, said the programme would also 
include the exchange of oil by-products and training of technicians. 

He told the Venezuelan daily EL NACIONAL that the training began last 
week, setting the project in motion. The minister said the agreement was 
part of a cooperation scheme involving Venezuela, Ecuador, Mexico and 
Trindad and Tobago, Latin America's main oil producers, whose combined 
output of five million barrels per day represented about 80 per cent of 
regional production. Oil ministers of the four countries agreed to 
cooperate on a joint energy strategy at a meeting in Venezuela last 
August. The cooperation will include personnel training, transfer of 
technology, coordination of capital goods and consulting services, 
reciprocal commercial aid and joint ventures with other nations in the 
region. The four countries are planning to meet in Cancun, Mexico, before 
the end of October. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 

26 Oct 83 p 13] 


TEXACO LIMIT ON CRUDE--San Fernando: Texaco Trinidad Inc. (Textrin) has 
no plans to import crude oil. The company made the statement yesterday 
when asked if it had plans to resume importing crude oil. It is more than 
one year now that Textrin stopped importing crude, for economic reasons. 
However, the company is continuing to process crude from Trinidad and 
Tobago Oil Company Limited (Trintoc) as per the agreement made with 
Government early this year, said a company spokesman. [Text] [Port- 
of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Nov 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


DETAILS OF ARGENTINE ARMS SALES TO HONDURAS, EL SALVADOR 
LA VOZ Denounces Arms Sales 
Buenos Aires LA VOZ in Spanish 10 Nov 83 p 15 


[Text] Federal Judge Oscar Mario Salvi yesterday [9 November] ordered 
a series of measures taken--in the greatest secrecy--in connection with 
the case he is hearing on the traffic in Argentine arms destined for 

El Salvador. 


The first report on this matter, also covering the shipment of arms to 
Honduras, was published by LA VOZ on 27 August 1983, 


Although the judge declined to provide any information on the case before 
him, it was learned that the case was reportedly initiated by a specific 
charge that the Argentine war material was improperly shipped to El 
Salvador during the period when Argentina was at war with Great Britain 
over the Malvinas Islands 


According to information from court sources and due to the secrecy which 
surrounds this case, the names of the persons involved and whether they 
belong to the armed forces or to the government of former President 
Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri are not known. 


However, in the report on the matter carried by this newspaper it was 
stated, on the basis of documentary evidence, that the arms were sold by 
the Argentine military government to El Salvador and that the sale was 
authorized by Decree S (Secret) No 721 of 8 April 1982, approved only 

6 days after the war for the Malvinas had begun, It was signed by 
Galtieri, Nicanor Costa Mendez, Roberto Alemann, and Amadeo Frugoli, 

who were then president and ministers of foreign relations, economy, 

and defense, respectively. 


Court sources indicated that it is known that the Argentine weapons 

were used in El Salvador to fight against subversion--in this case read, 
the Salvadoran people--but they indicated that it is not known if the war 
materiel was distributed to government troops or if it fell into the 
hands of paramilitary groups. 
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Nevertheless, in the documents printed by LA VOZ when the report was 
published more than 2 months ago it was clearly stated that the shipment 

of the arms was made with the authorization of the commander in chief of 
the army. The authorization was sent to the "Direccion General de 
Fabricaciones Militares" [Directorate General of Military Production]. The 
directorate general was to export the war equipment "to the armed forces 

of the Republic of El Salvador," and "to a total value of $17,204,780 

in U.S. dollars." 


There is also a document which proves that the arms were exported on the 
ship "Puerto Deseado" of the Empresa Lineas Maritimas Argentinas (ELMA 
[Argentine Maritime Lines Company]), bound for a Salvadoran port of 
Acajutla, 


An investigation is reportedly also being made as to whether the arms 

were sold to El Salvador or whether the shipment was made in the framework 
of the cooperation provided by Argentina to countries having problems 

with guerrillas. 


Despite the fact that Judge Salvi's court was only informed that "the 
investigation is well under way," it would be well for those working 
with the judge to reread the article published by this newspaper--and 
the documentary evidence that accompanied it--to avoid any kind of doubt 
in this respect, 


Decree "S'" No 721 of 8 April 1982--as the documents prove--authorized the 
sale of Argentine arms to El Salvador shortly after the Malvinas War had 
begun, at a time when those weapons were absolutely essential to the 
defense of our country, as was painfully demonstrated later. 


The sale of the arms was to be financed--as LA VOZ reported previously--by 
means of 10 armmnual payments, with annual interest in U.S. currency of 

only 7.5 percent, whereas under the bridge-credit of $1.5 billion, 
provided to Argentina at the same time, Argentina had to pay 12.5 per- 
cent interest, a rate which was based on adding 2.25 points to the 

Libor [London Inter-Bank Offered Rate] in London. 


The gratuitous confirmation of what was reported by this newspaper on 

27 August only demonstrates once again how the Argentine military regime 
operated, brushing aside the pro-Latin American feelings of the Argentine 
people in favor of a policy of dependence on others. 


Shipment of Arms Confirmed 
Buenos Aires LA VOZ in Spanish 13 Nov 83 p 3 
[Text] There were new developments yesterday [12 November] in connection 
with the reported shipment of Argentine arms to the government of Honduras, 


with the discovery that there are certain indications that the shipment 
of war materiel actually took place, 
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It will be recalled that the Argentine flag merchant ship, "Punta Brava," 
of 7,000 net tons, left 2 days ago from Darsena [Inner Harbor! "E" of 
Puerto Nuevo, carrying in its hold 40 containers loaded with arms, as 
reported by the 12 October Group of the Union of Maritime Workers. 


This serious accusation was made before the National Committee of the 
UCR [Radical Civic Union], as Dr Horacio Tolosa, secretary of the radical 
committee, was to confirm a few hours later, 


Despite the efforts made by leaders of the UCR to halt the departure of 
the ship, it sailed with a declared destination of New Orleans, in the 
United States. Before docking in this Atlantic port [as published], the 
"Punta Brava" reportedly will make a certain number of unscheduled stops. 
The captain of the ship reported that he was carrying "general cargo," 
without giving any further details. 


This is what happened last Friday [1l November]. Subsequent inquiries 

ade by LA VOZ through the trade union group that made the charge and at 
the headquarters of the UCR made it possible to establish with virtual 
certainty, on the basis of certain indications, the truth regarding the 
reported shipment, as well as confirmation that the arms would be unloaded 
in Honduras. 


LA VOZ is about to obtain documentary evidence making it possible to 
prove before public opinion and the courts this new attack on Latin 
American solidarity committed by the outgoing government. 


This attitude--which continues to stain our country with the stigma 

of clandestine cooperation with the repressive activities directed 

against the Central American peoples--is of a piece with the traffic 

in arms from Our country to Honduras and El Salvador, which was denounced 
by LA VOZ through the publication of "secret" documents and other evidence 
(shipping invoices, ship itineraries, etc), which were presented to 
Federal Judge Oscar Mario Salvi, so that he might take the necessary 

Steps to make it possible to investigate this episode properly. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, COSTA RICA IMPLEMENT TRADE AGREEMENT 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 4 Nov 83 pp l, 12 
[Article by Macimo M. Perez] 


[Excerpts] The Secretariat of Foreign Affairs announced yesterday that the 
governments of the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica implemented a new trade 
agreement spanning the next 5 years. 


This agreement, which was signed in 1981 and ratified by the National 
Congress in July of last year, was formalized by Dominican Minister Jose 
Augusto Vega Imbert and Costa Rican Minister Fernando Volio Jimenez in a 
ceremony held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica. 


When reporting on the trade agreement, the Dominican secretariat underscored 
that "this is the first time the country has formally implemented such a 
far-reaching agreement with a developing country." 


This agreement encompasses a broad list of products that will be included in 
the free-exchange listing, while another set will enjoy a 35 percent import 
duty reduction if they comply with the originality requirements. 


The secretariat reported that the agreement contains several clauses of 
mutual interest to the countries: "It is expressly indicated that when one 
of the parties clearly demonstrates before the Permanent Joint Commission 
(composed of representatives of both countries) that a serious threat to the 
development of activities of great significance to the national economy or 
the employment level has been posed as a result of the trade of one or more 
products favored under the free-exchange system, it can request the imposi- 
tion of substantial controls to regulate the trade and, in extreme cases, 
the banning of the product or products listed in the free-exchange listing." 


It also pointed out that by arrangement of the Permanent Joint Commission, 
"the top contracting parties agree to examine the trade activity annually, 
or more often if so decided, for the purpose of evaluating its progress and 
adopting measures that are deemed to be convenient." 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CDB REORGANIZATION AID--Bridgetown, Sun (Cana): Canada will contribute up 
to (Can) $1,000,000 towards the cost of a comprehensive reorganisation 
plan now being implemented at the Barbados-based Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB), it was announced last week. A memorandum of understanding 
giving approval to the grant by Canada was signed at the bank's headquar- 
ters by Mr. John Wood, Counsellor for Development at the Canadian High 
Commission in Bridgetown, and the Vice-President of CDB, Mr. Neville 
Nicholls. The reorganisation for greater efficiency of the bank's expanding 
operations, is being undertaken on the basis of recommendations made after 
an eight-month study of the institution by a firm of international manage- 
ment consultants, a statement from the CDB said. Structures are being 
rationalised, departments reorganised, managers given increased authority, 
greater use made of electronic data processing systems, job classification 
and compensation system refined, and deeper emphasis placed on human 
resources planning and career development, the statement added. [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 4] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


DAILY COMMENTS ON REAGAN'S NEW STRATEGY 


Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 19 Nov 83 p 6 


/Editorial: "Reagan's New Strategy''/ 


/Text/ Ronald Reagan has decided to quit being a critical witness of 
history and, for this purpose, has begun to act. Behind his policy 
for Latin America and the Caribbean Basin, the military presence in 
Grenada and his recent trip to southeast Asia there lie, as if filed 
away, years of repeated failures, as opposed to a Soviet Union which 
has not ceased to advance toward the achievement of supremacy on all 
those fronts on which the U.S. presence is becoming weaker. 


The present administration understood that it is not enough to react 

to events and that restraint, which became a policy during the Carter 
administration, is almost synonymous with tactical error in the 
confrontation with Moscow. Implicit in the new architecture which 
Washington is attempting to raise in the international arena is one 
clear concept: If a great power fails to act as such, the resulting 
power vacuum will be occupied by another. For Reagan, the frontiers 
today are not those of geography, but those drawn by Soviet expansionism, 
and to reverse this reality he has decided to opt for an active role 
which is intended to make Moscow understand that the time of acceptance 
of the "fait accompli" is past. His presence in Japan and in South Korea 
emphasize that Reagan warned that the foreign strategy of the United States 
not only was going nowhere, but that it could bring, although this seems 
a contradiction, defeat without a war. 


Soviet expansionism chose the battlefields and established the rules of 
the game. In that context the United States, far from redefining its 
geopolitical profile and adapting it to avoid acceleration of the crisis, 
limited itself to restating theories, verbalizing its protests and 
falling back on the weak expedients of international forums. 


The U.S. president aspires to restore the balance of power and limit 
the advantages that the USSR has achieved, meantime, by aggression. 
His presence in Japan and in South Korea emphasizes that goal. He 
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could have resorted to administrative channels to carry out his policy 
in southeast Asia. But Reagan understood that U.S. efforts in those 
two nations should, in addition, be a conclusive message, a categorical 
warning. 


International politics is a chess game being played simultaneously at 
various tables. There are no isolated actions or particular situations, 
since it is a matter of global intrigue. This does not mean that there 
cannot be variables at work or that each case is important because of its 
value in the whole scheme, but rather that the goals of the strategy 

are what add up to the whole. 


In that framework, South Korea, Japan or Africa do not differ, qualitatively, 
from Central America, since each nation and all the conflicting geographies 
are part of the East-West confrontation, and each failure of the West on 

any of those fronts establishes advantages for the adversary. 


To support the Tokyo and Seoul governments, turning them into barriers 
close to the USSR is an imperative for the United States, and Reagan's 
commitment to defend them as allies also outlines the limits he is willing 
to impose on the Soviet Union. It is a new policy or, perhaps, an old 
one which, in practice, is seeking adequate answers so that even the 
Americans may realize that what is happening in other parts of the 
world--however far they may be from the United States--can affect 

their interests and endanger their security. The immediate future, on 
the international level, and the approaching U.S. elections, on the 
domestic level in that country, will be the measure of the final success 
of these bold moves by the Republican administration. 
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CCUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PREBISCH: RENEGOTIATION OF FOREIGN DEBT IS POLITICAL QUESTION 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 8 Nov 83 p 7 


/Text/ In spite of not having resided in the country for many years, 
Dr Raul Prebisch has followed closely the development of the national 
economy and on many occasions expressed his thought on how it should 
be handled. The outlines of the policy he considers applicable can 
be summed up as follows: 


Vicious Circle 


In Prebisch's view, Argentina is caught in a vicious circle in which 
the fiscal deficit and the interest rates are intertwined and serve 

to stimulate each other. The former causes nonstop price increases, 
and the interest rates rise along with the prices and at the same time 
increase the fiscal deficit. He feels that the interest rates are a 
paradox. They are supposed to restrict credit to private business in 
order to hold down inflation, and--according to him--they end up being 
an active factor in inflation, to the serious detriment of the 
productive forces. In his opinion, we must break this vicious circle. 


Point of Departure 


He believes the point of departure for achieving this goal must be a 
reduction in interest rates and the prudent relaxation of credit to 
reconstruct and encourage the growth of the business firms' working 
capital. In other words, to begin to reactivate the economy to achieve 
goals which could not be accomplished without it. 


Increase Employment and Productivity 

To correct the deficit it is indispensable to reestablish the real 

income of the labor force and to promote the accumulation of reproductive 
capital in order to increase employment and productivity. Both objectives 


cannot be achieved without a coherent program. 


Keynesianism is wrong--Prebisch says--when it maintains that the deficit 
is a positive factor in reactivating demand under the present circumstances. 
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We must create and expand a genuine demand, encovraging the business 
firms to increase production and employment in order to supply the 
goods which will respond to that greater demand. 


The growth of the overall gross proauct of the economy, the lowering 
of financial costs to the business firms thanks to the reduction in 
interest rates, and the better utilization of idle capacity will give 
a margin for increasing wages without inflationary effects. 


Production Capital 


The third objective of a coherent reactivation policy is the accumulation 
of production capital--which has also suffered serious deterioration--as 
idie facilities begin producing to capacity. Prebisch does not believe 
that price controls are a more effective way of securing a reduction 
thereof than the lowering of interest rates and the transfer of resources 
to the state. 


Reactivation 


He maintains that reactivation will bring with it a noticeable increase 
in the demand for imported goods, far beyond the country's ability to 
pay, but that this is preferable to continuing to have idle machines 
and men out of work. We must apply a selective pclicy to imports, as 
well as encouraging exports. Let us refrain from accepting advice to 
devaluate as a way of reconciling the reactivation with the foreign 
equilibrium, he says. The selective measures should apply to import 
surcharges rather than to manipulation of the exchange rate or 
quantitative controls. 


Foreign Debt 


With regard to the foreign debt, he is of the opinion that this problem 
is not solely within our power to resolve. He believes we must pay the 
service charges, but that it is necessary to extend the terms and 
reduce the interest thereon, which is unusually high. 


This is an eminently political problem, which must be confronted by 
the governments of the creditor countries together with those of the 
debtor countries. It is inconceivable, he believes, for the debtor 
countries to reduce their essential imports drastically, thus carrying 
unemployment and the contraction of their economies to the extreme. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


DIPLOMAT TO HOLD FOREIGN DEBT TALKS WITH ‘PARIS CLUB' 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 16 Nov 83 sec 2 p 5 
/Article by N A/ 


/Text/ The present Argentine charge d'affaires in France, Minister 
Roberto Mori, will be in charge of opening renegotiations on the 
foreign debt--basically that of the state--with the "Paris Club," and 
he will begin his efforts next week, according to reliable sources. 


At the beginning the conversations will be unofficial, until 10 December 
when Argentina's new constitutional government takes over. 


Minister Roberto Mori has been here in the capital since last week 
and plans to return to Paris this coming Thursday. 


Mori, an experienced diplomat whose specialty is economic affairs, held 
several meetings with the economy minster-designate, Bernardo Grinspun, 
who will directly supervise all aspects of renegotiating the country's 

foreign debt. 


Although there is no official report, indications are that the diplomat 
was called in especially by Grinspun for that purpose, although during 
his stay in Buenos Aires and Cordoba--where he was born--he received 
several offers of important jobs in the management of the nation's 
economy. 


Unofficially, the diplomat will begin conversations with French 
officials as soon as he arrives in Paris in order to start the machinery 
for calling the meeting of the above-mentioned creditors’ club. 


One of the problems that may arise is that the "Paris Club" includes 
the official representatives of the creditor countries, meaning that 
the Argentine mission will have to sit down at the table with 
representatives of the United Kingdom. 


The Radicals have traditionally been supporters of the "Paris Club" for 


dealing with their foreign problems, and this was even true during the 
administration of Arturo Illia. 
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The "Paris Club" is not a permanent institution, but it meets occasionally 
at the request of some debtor country. For this reason the French 
Government has two officials who conduct the conversations. 


For these meetings rooms are rented in some important Paris hotel, and 
representatives of the International Monetary Fund and of the private 
banking industry are invited to attend. 


According to estimates, the preliminary talks will take 3 or 4 months, 
and the meetings could be set for some time between May and July 1984. 


To date the Radical Party's economic leadership has not given out any 
information on the subject, and it is believed that it will do so soon 
after Dr Raul Alfonsin assumes the presidency on 10 December. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CAYMAN ISLANDS 


BRIEFS 


WITHDRAWAL OF CONTROVERSIAL BILL--The Cayman Government has withdrawn its 
proposed Amendment to the Defamation Act which was to have been discussed 
in the Cayman House of Assembly today. The Amendment would have removed 
the defence of qualified privilege form the Press in reporting on law- 
fully held public meetings. On Tuesday, Cayman Radio reported that the 
Government had withdrawn the amendment pending further consultation with 
"Her Majesty's Government". The proposed Amendment followed a number of 
public meetings critical of members of the Cayman Administration and 
Government officials. The withdrawal of the Amendment has come in the 
wake of protests from the World Press Freedom Committee, the Commonwealth 
Press Union, the Inter-American Press Association and the GLEANER. Not 
only did the GLEANER editorialize on the matter, but the Chairman Mr. 
Oliver Clarke alerted international organisations and protested directly 
to the Cayman Government. The Cayman Islands are a colony of Britain. 
[Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Nov 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


LIST OF 62 POLITICAL PARTIES, MOVEMENTS COMPILED 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 2 Nov 83 p C-2 


[Text] Based upon statements, ads, lectures, groups of individuals and other 
expressions of intentions voiced thus far this year, particularly during the 
past 3 months, EL MERCURIO's Documentation Center has prepared a list of the 
political movements, entities, fronts and groups which, combined with the tradi- 
tional parties, currently adjourned or banned, comparise a list which includes 
62 groups to date. 


The list has been prepared in alphabetical order: 


1. Civic Action (Antofagasta). Headed by the chairman of the Regional Council 
of Journalists, Dante Carvajal, and a backer of the government. 


2. Independent Popular Action (API) Party (currently dissolved), which, during 
the UP [Popular Unity] regime, was led by Rafael Tarud, former senator. At 
present, headed by former UP minister of government, Alfonso David Levon; is 
integrated into PRODEN [National Development Project, Inc]. Opposition. 


3. Democratic Alliance. Combination of the Republican right, Social Democrats, 
Christian Democrats, Radical Party and Socialists which, together, published a 
"Democratic Manifesto" on 7 August 1982. Opposition. 


4. National Vanguard. Headed by Cesar Hidalgo Calvo; backs the government, 
although it disagrees with the economic policy. 


5. Socialist Bloc. The "Socialist Bloc" which participates in the Democratic 
Alliance consists of seven historical Socialist movements and five of a Christian 
Socialist nature. Nevertheless, some of these movements do not participate in 


the Alliance. The bloc is comprised of: 


a) Socialist Party of Chile (Julio Stuardo and Ricardo Nunez. Stuardo is 
currently facing a disciplinary problen. ) 


b) Movement represented by Hernan Vodanovic. 


c) Marxist, non-Leninist group for consensus. 
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d) Socialist Humanism, non-Marxist-Leninist. 

e) MAS (Socialist Action Movement). 

f) Popular Socialist Union, led by Silva Ulloa. 
g) "The Swiss," of litcle internal influence. 


h) Those of a Christian persuasion (MAPU [United Popular Action Movement], 
Christian Left and Convergences), with Blas Tomic, Manuel Antonio Garreton, 
Jorge Leiva and Marcelo Contreras as leaders. All opposition, and in the 
process of an organic and ideological merger. 


6. September Club (Rancagua). Espouses the cause of regionalism and democracy. 
They want to bolster the regionalization process and arrive at a civilian 
government regime. 


7. Democratic Unification Command. Includes the National Trade Union Coordinat- 
ing Body, the Metropolitan Residents' Coordinating Body, Women of Chile (MUDECHI), 
CODEPU, Missing Persons Group, UNED (Democratic Students Union), Cultural Coor- 
dinating Body and Social and Cultural Organizations Command . Opposition. 


8. Los Angeles Civic Committee. Created in 1972 in defense of Radio Agricul- 
ture. Headed by Jorge Carle Morales. Backs the government. 


9. Civic Action Committee. Formed by former Nationalists from the Constitution- 
al Front for Chilean Democracy; and the latter, in turn, was formed by the 
"National Constitutionalist Committee," which was created to reject the "Demo- 
cratic Manifesto."' The Constitutional Front, launched on 6 August of this year 
by former Nationalist congressmen, joined at the end of this month with other 
former Nationalists, and formed the Civic Action Committee. The Civic Action 
Committee is led by Juan Luis Ossa, Gustavo Alesandri, Mario Rios, Fernando 
Ochagavia and Sergio Diez. It shares the fundamental aspirations of the Armed 
Forces regime. 


10. Committee for Defense of the People's Rights (CODEPU). Headed by Fabiola 
Letelier, Juan Ponce and Fernando Zegers; backs the Popular Democratic Move- 
ment and is opposed to the government. 


ll. Socialist Convergence. A Socialist group seeking unity and revision of 
the Socialist proposals and the democratic ideoiogy, in which independents 

and members of various historical Socialist and Chilean Christian movements 
participate. Tomas Moulian, Miguel Angel Flisfich and Manuel Antonio Garreton 
belong to this group. 


12. Socialist University Convergence. Led by Marcelo Contreras and Jorge Leyva. 
Opposition. 


13. "Tarapaca" Studies Corporation. Headed by Jaime Torrealba; includes trade 
union sectors engaged in action aimed at backing the government. 
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14. Radical Democracy. Traditional party, separated from the Radical Party. 
This party, headed by Angel Faivovich and including former Senator Julio 
Duran, among others, is part of the other bloc of groups holding dialog with 
the minister of interior, which proposed a draft statute for the political 
parties. 


15. Republican Right. Comprised of Hugo Zepeda, Julio Subercaseaux, Armando 
Jaramillo, Hector Correa and Javier Diaz. Is integrated into the Democratic 
Alliance and is in opposition to the government. It had previously partici- 
pated in the Group of 24. 


16. Autonomous Organizations Front. Headed by the trade unionist Manuel 
Contreras Loyola; backs the government in essential matters. 


17. Frei Foundation. Headed by the physician, Nicolas Diaz, and has as its 
major principle keeping the former president's image alive. 


18. Group for Consensus. Marxist, non-Leninist Socialist. Its visible head 
in Chile is said to be Juan Gutierrrez; and, abroad, Aniceto Rodriguez, former 
senator. Opposition. 


19. Socialist Humanism. Non-Marxist-Leninist; led by Francisco Pizarro, one of 
those active in forming the "Socialist Bloc" in Chile. It also accepts as its 
spokesman abroad Aniceto Rodriguez. Opposition. 


20. Christian Left. Party created from Christian Democracy. Blas Tomic, son 
of the former DC [Christian Democratic] presidential candidate, heads one of 
the party movements for its unity with the Popular Democratic Movement ( of PC 
[Communist Party] and PS [Socialist Party]). Opposition. 


21. Republican Youth. Headed by the youths Sergio Diez (junior) and Victor 
Galilea. They participated in an election at the Law Center of the University 
of Chile. It is a right wing movement which backs the government in basic 
matters. 


22. "National Action'' Movement of Copiapo. Supports the government and the 
regionalization process. 


23. National Action Movement of Osorno. It is led by the agricultural techni- 
cian Guillermo Saez. Upholds the need for democracy among the rank and file, 
and extensive participation of trade and professional unions and associations. 


24. Chilean Democratic Action Movement. Its members come from the former 
PROTECOS (Communal Protection). It calls for fulfillment of the steps indicat- 
ed in the Constitution of 1980. Headed by Ramon Valdes; backs the government. 


25. Popular Action Movement (AMPU). Of Christian Democratic origin, it was a 
party affiliated with Popular Unity. It currently backs both the "Socialist 
Bloc'"’ formed by the Democratic Alliance and the Popular Democratic Movement of 
PC. Nevertheless, it has declared its independence from both groups. Opposes 
the government. 
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26. Worker-Peasant Popular Action Movement (MAPU 0.C.). In the same situation 
as the foregoing entity. 


27. Concepcion Democratic Socialist Action Movement. In the process of forma- 
tion in this city; attempting to combine Socialists and Communists. Headed 
by local attorneys. Opposition. 


28. Socialist Action Movement (MAS). One of the factions into which PS is 
divided. Opposition. 


29. Osorno National Democratic Movement (MODENA). Headed by professionals; 
acknowledges the legitimacy of the Armed Forces government, but maintains its 
"absolute independence." 


30. Popular Democratic Movement (MDP). Formed in early September, and promot- 
ed by the Socialist action led from abroad by Clodomiro Almeyda, MDP is 
comprised of the Communist Party, the Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) 
and factions of the Christian Left and MAPU. Absolutely opposed to the govern- 
ment, it demands the latter's "immediate termination" and a "general agree- 
ment" with the Democratic Alliance to establish a provisional government 
"without exclusions.'' Jorge Insunza, Maria Maluenda and Pascual Barraza, 

a former minister in the previous government, appear as its visible heads in 
Chile, representing the Communist Party. 


31. Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR). With clandestine status, it 

has nevertheless participated in several public demonstrations during the 

past few months. Of the extreme Marxist left, it was formed during the 1960's. 
Perpetrator of countless attacks, with the loss of human lives, MIR has been 
at overt war against the government since 1973. 


32. Valparaiso Regional Unity Movement. MUR, which includes DC dissidents, 
Nationalists, PADENA [National Democratic Party], independent Nationalists 
and others, is headed by the former Christian Democratic deputy, Jorge Santi- 
banez. MUR belongs to the other sector of groups of a political type holding 
dialog with the minister of interior. 


33. Constitutionalist Independent Movement (MIC). Formed in Rancagua, it backs 
the Political Constitution of 1980 and "abiding by the law" as a way of life. 
Founded last August, it is led temporarily by the chairman of the commune 
residents’ boards, Rene Atala. 


34. Liberal Movement. Having appeared a few days ago, it has a coordinating 
commissicn consisting of Hernan Errazuriz Talavera, Gaston Ureta Godoy and 
Caludio Contreras, the first-named a former Nationalist and the other two 
former members of the Liberal Youth movement. Its position is "independence 
from the government, rejecting its economic leadership and the action of the 
financial groups under its protection." 


35. "Bernardino Guerra Jofre" Nationalist Movement. Headed by Alberto Koch, 
former member of the National Party, this movement in the far northern section 
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of the country, of a local-oriented nature, took its name from the former 
Liberal congressman. It is still ia the process of formation. 


36. "South Wind" Democratic Nationalist Movement. Headed by the farmer and 
lumber producer Felix Garcia Diaz, and also sponsored by Carlos Podlech, this 
group formed in Temuco describes itself as "socialist but democratic." Entrench- 
ed in the Ninth Region,there are participating in it trade union leaders from 
Talca to Aysen. It has four essential ideas: regionalism, ecologism, national- 
ism and humanist, democratic socialism. 








37. “Committee for Chile" Movement. Established in early October in Linares, 
it is comprised of independents and former members of the National Party. The 
first resolution adopted by the constituent assembly was to send messages to 
the president of the republic and the interior minister, expressing its uncon- 
ditional support for them. Its head is Arturo Monsalve Munoz. 








38. National Trade Union Movement. The National Trade Unionists are headed by 
Werner von Bischoffhausen. A member of the movement serving as its director 
is Misael Galleguillos and, although it has no records of members, its 
sympathizers number about 1,000. This "National Trade Union" movement 
advocates the unification of all forces which back the government, based upon 
the leadership of President Pinochet. 








39. Secretariat Movement for Trade Union Unity. Sponsored by Clotario Blest, 
according to its board members, this movement was formed as a result of an 
.greement among 150 leaders of 85 rank and file trade union groups. Among 
other goals, it calls for the continuation of the protests "until a democratic 
regime is achieved." 








40. Independent Democratic Union Movement. MUDI, headed by Juan Tafuri Cordero, 
existed as a Social Democratic group from 197f until the dissolution of the 
political parties. (It is close to UDI [Independent Democratic Union] only 

by name.) 








41. Democratic Recovery Movement. Announced by a pamphlet which was circulated 
at the end of August, with a picture of the "accursed dwarf," a member of the 
UP government press, on its masthead, it claims that "the time has come to 

rise up and fight for democracy," and proposes the formation of various commit- 
tees and the appointment of activists to assume different roles as combatants. 
[t is apparently a front organization of the Communist Party. 









42. Unity Movement of the North (Calama). It was formed at the inspiration 
of the mayor of that town, Luis Pacasse, and has spread to Arica, Iquique, 
Antofagasta and Tocopilla. Backing the government, its members hope soon to 
join a movement on the national level "that will include all Chileans who 
want to live with freedom, peace, justice and democracy." 









43. Nationalist Movement. The Nationalist Movement of National Action was 
formed from those previously known as the "hardliners." Its top-ranking 















leaders are Federico Willoughby, Gaston Acuna, Pablo Rodriguez, Juan Eduardo 
Hurtado and Benjamin Matte (the latter three were heads of the former Father- 
land and Liberty Nationalist Front). They claim that they will set themselves 
up as "the vanguard of the intermediate societies." The movement was made 
public in March of this year, when it backed the president of the republic 

in his new government phase under a "nationalist democracy." It calls for 

a corporate state and the replacement of the class struggle by an agreement 
between employers and workers. 


44. Popular Nationalist Movement. This group, created in 1981 by the former 
Fatherland and Liberty member Roberto Thieme, and Eduardo Diaz, a former 
backer of Frei and Tomic, includes sectors from Temuco. Opposition. 


45. Communist Party of Chile. Banned according to law, it nevertheless acts 
publicly through the Popular Democratic Movement and countless organizations 

cf settlers, unemployed, university members, homeless and missing persons, 

for human rights, exiles, women, culture, etc. Its most representative spokes- 
men in the country are former Minister Pascual Barraza, the actress Maria 

Maria Maluenda (former deputy), Jorge Insunza, Raul Montecinos and Eduardo 
Torres (former university leader) and current member of the Human Rights 

Youth Commission. 


46. 51 Percent Party. Formed in Nuble, it is headed by former Nationalist 
congressman Hugo Alamos Vasquez, who stated that it is interested in establish- 
ing a civic action front with the name "51 Percent Party." The goal is not to 
reactivate the National Party itself, but rather to form a large civic action 
front or confederation of parties aimed at seeking a political solution, 
adhering to the Constitution, regardless of the terms that may be changed 
therein. 


47. Christian Democratic Party. Dissolved, according to law, it is headed 

by the former minister of foreign relations, Gabriel Valdes. It is a member 
of the Democratic Alliance and the group of 24. Together with other groups, 
it has submitted a statute for the political parties and a democratic manifes- 
to with a political plan aimed at replacing the present regime. Opposition. 


48. National Democratic Party (PADENA). Dissolved, according to law, it is 
currently headed by former Deputy Luis Minchel. With other groups it is 
participating in meetings with the minister of interior, and has proposed 
the formation of a designated Congress. 


49. National Party. Although it was dissolved by a resolution of its board 
of directors when the military coup occurred, it is also dissolved by the 
Ministry of Law. Its former congressmen are promoting the National Unity 
Movement and the Civic Action Committee, although there are others who belong 
to the Democratic Alliance. 


50. Radical Party. Also dissolved, it is currently led by the former comp- 
troller general of the republic and former president of the Constitutional 
Court, Enrique Silva Cimma. In the opposition, it is affiliated with the 
"Democratic Alliance" and is now in the process of uniting with the Social 
Democrats. 
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51. Socialist Party. Banned by law, the party has undergone several splits, 
with leaders both inside the country and abroad. Some are affiliated with the 
Democratic Alliance, and another faction of the Popular Democratic Movement. 
Opposition. 


52. 24th Congress Socialist Party. One of the factions of the Socialist Party 
of Chile, headed abroad by Carlos Altamirano and in Chile by Ricardo Nunez. 
Opposition. 


53. Pro Patria [For Fatherland]. The Pro Patria National League, founded over 
50 years ago, is currently led by Enrique Soto. He announced the creation of 
a network of civic commando groups which, together with the Armed Forces and 
the forces of order, would uphold the principles that define its action. 
Backer of the government. 


54. National Development Project, Inc (PRODEN). An organization headed by 
Jorge Lavandero, former Christian Democratic senator, consisting of Samuel 
Astorga, former PDC deputy; Diego Portales Frias, a Social Democrat; Engel- 
berto Frias, a former Nationalist; Sergio Arellano Iturriaga; Leon Vilarin; 
Carlos Santa Maria; Sergio Aburto and others, in a "corporation" described 

by Lavandero himself as a study agency. PRODEN, opposed to the government and 
organizer of political protests and demonstrations of opposition, evoked harsh 
criticism from PDC upon leaving the Alliance in its political activity. 

PRODEN has expressed approval of holding a demonstration in O'Higgins Park. 


55. Social Democracy. This party, led by Luis Bossay Leiva, a former senator, 
is opposed to the government. Its origin is the Radical Party. It was formed 
in 1979, combining former Radical Democrats (Marcial Mora), former Cenista 
Radicals (Raul Rettig and Jorge Quinzio) and the vast majority of the Radical 
Left Party, which broke away from the UP government in 1972. Headed by Mario 
Sharpe, it is a member of the Democratic Alliance. As of this date it is 
holding talks to become united with the Radicals. 


56. Socialist Coordination. This movement, which split off from PS, is part 

of the Popular Democratic Movmeent. It is associated with Clodomiro Almeyda, 
and has shown up in the country with three movements: "Spark," led by Cecilia 
Suarez (daughter of the former minister and former PS senator); the Almeyda 
group per se, whose leaders are Gonzalo Taborga, member of the Chilean Human 
Rights Commission, an attorney and former Senate official, and Eduardo Loyola; 
and the National Regional Coordination movement; in the opposition. 


57. "The Swiss."" Another PS faction has this name. "The Swiss" are basically 
intellectual politicians who declare themselves to be "neutral" (hence the 
title) with regard to the party's disputes. 


58. Democratic Socialist Workshops. This group consists of former members of 
the Radical Party who did not engage in much participation before the politi- 
cal recess was ordered. Headed by Luis Angel Santibanez, they express their 
opposition to the government, although they are willing to hold dialog and 
call for economic reactivation plans based on the substitution of imports. 
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59. National Unity. The National Unity Movement (MUN) began in response to 

an appeal for unity made by a group of former National Party members, one of 
whom, Andres Allamand, former leader of the National Youth entity, has: appear- 
ed as one of the movement's organizers, together with Domingo Godoy Matte and 
other former Nationalists. It backs the government, but has criticized the 
economic management. 


60. Independent Democratic Union (UDI). The top-ranking proponents of trade 
unionism and independent sectors decided to establish a movement to become 
converted into a political party in the future. The Managing Committee 
consists of Sergio Fernandez, former interior minister; and Jaime Guzman, 
Guillermo Elton, Javier Leturia, Luis Cordero and Pablo Longueira. Insofar 
as the government is concerned, they declare their "reasoned backing, based 
on independent judgment, on behalf of attaining the goals that it has set for 
itself." 


61. Democratic Socialist Union. Upon splitting off from the "Socialist Work- 
shops" recently, this group was formed, led by Levian Munoz Pellicier, who 
has requested its incorporation into the Democratic Alliance. Opposition. 


62. Popular Socialist Union (USOPO). According to law, this party would be 
banned. It emerged from PS a few years ago, and is headed abroad by Raul 
Ampuero, and in Chile by Ramon Silva Ulloa, a former senator, the only one 
in this group. In 1973, USOPO is a member of the Democratic Alliance and, 
of course, in the opposition. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


FELABAN DIRECTOR CONFIRMS FOREIGN DEBT PROBLEM 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 14 Nov 83 p 12 
[Article by Raul Rodriguez EL SIGLO Editorial Staff] 


[Excerpt] FELABAN [Federation of Latin American Banks], through its secretary 
general, Fernando Londono Hoyos, pointed out yesterday that Colombia does 
indeed have problems with its national debt, in the sense that it is not 
generating foreign exchange to cover the amortization of its obligations, 
which already exceed 10 billion dollars. 


The 17th meeting of the Council of Governors of Latin American Banking con- 
vened yesterday at the Bogota Convention Center with 300 delegates in 
attendance, to analyze the problem of external debt, and look into possible 
alternatives for the solution of a problem which is at present producing 
serious repercussions of an economic, social and pclitical character. 


Londono Hoyos said that he did not consider feasible the suggestion advanced 
by FENALCO [National Federation of Businessmen] to the effect that Colombia 
should assume the leadership at the Latin American level for the external 
debt problem, and that a sort of Contadora Group should be formed to 
renegotiate it. He agreed, however, that the matter should be handled with 
cooperation and mutual understanding among the Latin American countries. 


The FELABAN secretary said that although the external debt is small in 
comparison with that of the other Latin American countries, Colombia basical- 
Ly does have problems with its external debt, since international reserves 
are falling and foreign exchange is not being obtained or generated to take 
care of the amortization of the debt which, he said, is approaching 12 
billion dollars. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


WORLD BANK LOAN TO BE USED IN NATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 14 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] The government announced here the negotiation with the World Bank of 
a new international loan of 80 million dollars for health programs on the 
national level. 


Department Minister Jaime Arias Ramirez said that the greater part of those 
resources will be used to strengthen the national health system on the 
administrative level, which is where the principal deficiencies cccur, 
because the management aspect of the system has never been taken into account. 


Arias Ramirez also mentioned the concern of the government regarding the 
rapid manner in which cancer has extended itself into our midst, to the point 
that within 10 years it will be the disease with the highest mortality index. 


Speaking on the program "Face to Face" on RCN [Colombia National Radio] 
network, the minister said that work is being done on simple but specific 
priorities to fight easily-overlooked diseases, such as for example acute 
diarrhea, which claims 10,000 deaths per year, with 500,000 incapacitated, 
and 30 million cases in the same period. 


He said that last year 2000 Colombians died from the effects of malaria, 
and 500,000 incapacitated were treated for the same cause, inspiring a very 
great concern on the part of the community to avoid the disease by going to 
the nearest health center or hospital. 


About cancer, Arias Ramirez said that "it is advancing at a tremendous rate. 
Within 15 years," he said, "it will be the primary cause of death in the 


country.” 


Another top priority area is that of drug dependency which, although it is 
true that it does not constitute an important mortality factor today, "from 
the moral point of view the situation is serious," and should be fought "as 
we shall do, beginning next Thursday, when a massive campaign against it 
will begin in the Quindio Department under the sponsorship of the first lady 


of the nation, who will inaugurate it." 
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Imbalance 


Arias Ramirez conceded that a great imbalance exists in the provision of 
health services, "because of the tendency of people to use only the large 
hospitals. Colombia has 900 hospitals, 2000 health centers, but only some 
20 hospitals are used intensively. Unfortunately, the people have no con- 
fidence in health centers, nor in small hospitals, nor even in the regional 
hospitals. The people want to go to the university centers, and this is what 
causes the imbalance in the system." 


New Credit 


In mentioning that the government will soon turn to the World Bank for $80 
million, he said that the health sector continues to contend with so called 
"bottlenecks," because the country has not become accustomed to using primary 
medical treatment, which is available at the regional level, and besides 
this, the regional system itself has stagnated. 


"We shall use those funds to reactivate the national health system, and 
especially to provide administrative training to the personnel in its manage- 
ment, because the enormous deficiency is in the administrative area," Arias 
Ramirez emphasized. 


"A part of those funds will have to be dedicated to the prevention and 
control of cancer. As the population grows older, from demographic changes, 
cancer increases. The country is going to have to begin preparing for a 
great battle against that disease within a decade." 


Arias Ramirez conceded that the country was 10 to 20 years behind in the 
health field, "because great deficiencies have existed and the necessary 
efforts have not been made to deal with them successfully. What I hope to 

do, during my term in the ministry, is to sensitize Colombians, and especially 
those who work in the health sector, so as to make it the leading sector of 
the country." 


"A total of 130,000 persons work in the health sector, the country has 
18,000 doctors in 900 hospitals, but its chief problem is the administrative 


one, the health minister maintained. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


IMPROVED MARKET CONDITIONS CURB LOSS OF RESERVES 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 13 Nov 83 pp 1,2 
[Article by Raul Rodriguez] 


[Text] Thanks to the policy of restraint of imports, the recovery of coffee 
prices and the turnaround in a number of nontraditional exports, the foreign 
exhcange position of the country, after a continuous sharp fall, has been 
able to be stabilized at a level of 3 billion dollars. 


International coffee prices, in recent months, after the agreement between 
exporters and importers in London, have had a clear recovery, thanks to 
which a pound of the Colombian bean has been quoted at above $1.40. 


This week the price of Colombian coffee on the New York market closed at 
$1.44, confirming the trend of recent months, after a year in which the 
price barely fluctuated between $1.25 and $1.30 per pound. 


It is this other factor which will make possible an increment in the inter- 
national reserves of the country, since Colombia will have greater returns 
from coffee exports and if the price margin can be maintained, according to 
the management of the [National] Federation [of Coffee Growers], the country 
guarantees 50 percent, at least, of its projected foreign exchange for 1984. 
This year the returns will be close to $1.5 billion, to which will be added 
1 billion dollars plus from nontraditional exports. 


Regarding these latter, the figures for some products, suchas bananas, sugar, 
cotton, flowers, coal and nickel are indicating a significant recovery, and, 
more importantly, a sizeable increase for next year. 


On the other hand, the devaluation index continues picking up moderately, 
and everything indicates that for all of 1983 the devaluation index of the 
peso vis-a-vis the dollar will stand at 27 or 28 percent, or slightly above 
the initial estimate of the government, which projected a devaluation of 25 
percent for 1983. 


The official exchange rate closed this week at 85.78 pesos, with an increase 
of 43 centavos over the previous week. The devaluation rate for the last 90 
days was at 6.35 percent, equivalent to an annual rate of 27.91 percent, 
however, in the last 12 months devaluation amounted to 25.94 percent. 











With the acceleration of devaluation and the decline of inflation, the 
government has said that Colombian exports are regaining competitiveness on 
world markets, besides which several foodstuffs and raw materials prices have 
had rises in recent weeks, all of which will make it more likely that inter- 
national foreign exchange reserves, if they do not increase, at least will 
not continue falling from the present level of barely $3.1 billion. 


According to the Bank of the Republic, during the first nine months of this 
year, the country's international reserves went down $1,681,400,000 compared 
with a reduction of $784,600,000 in the same period of 1982. 


The minister of finance, Edgar Gutierrez Castro, said recently that the 
commencement of coal and nickel exports, the recovery of international coffee 
prices, the increase in nontraditional exports and the inflow of external 
credits will bring as a consequence a new increase in foreign exhcnage. 


The commerical balance this year will yield a deficit of over $1.3 billion; 
the government hopes next year to reduce it or even convert it into a positive 
balance, thanks to the factors mentioned above. 


Aside from the fact that coffee prices on foreign markets are rising, sales 
of coffee to the United States have also recovered some 10 percent over the 
last year; moreover sales to Europe are holding up and a small increase in 
exports to countries outside the Pact is expected, indeed with prices close | 
to those which prevail within the Agreement, after working out mechanisms to 
avoid the type of "dumping" which was occurring. 


Finally, at the domestic level, a few weeks after the conclusion of the 
National Congress of Coffee Growers, the producers, who }t.ave acknowledged 

the government's efforts to improve their income, are nw concerned about the 
incidence of [coffee] rot disease in the country, sincté: measures to prevent 
its spread will entail additional expenses. 


Adding import restrictions to all of the foregoing will permit the reduction 
of the country's expenditures for imports by 1 billion dollars compared to 
those of last year for the payment of imports of goods and services. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE SIGNED WITH SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 17 Oct 83 p 4 


(Article: "Joint Communique Between Cuba and Democratic Republic of 
Sao Tome and Principe," Havana, 15 October 1983] 


[Text] By invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Cuba, comrade Isidoro Malmierca, comrade Maria de Amorin, member of 
the Politburo of the Movement for Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs made an official and friendly visit 

to Cuba from 10-16 October 1983. During her stay she was received by 
Dr Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the Politburo and Vice President 
of the Councils of State and of Ministers; Dr Sergio del Valle, member 
of the Politburo and Minister of Public Health; comrade Vilma Espin, 
alternate member of the Politburo and president of the FMC [Federation 
of Cuban Women], and comrade Hector Rodriguez Llompart, member of the 
Central Committee and president of the State Committee on Economic 
Collaboration. 


The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Cuba and of Sao Tome and Principe held 
official conversations during which they discussed the international 
situation, political, economic and social development in their respective 
countries, and also analyzed the progress and perspectives of bilateral 
relations. 


Both sides were in full agreement on the subjects covered and expressed 
their satisfaction over the high rate of understanding, friendship and 
cooperation which characterize the relations between the two countries. 


Sao Tome's minister praised the great achievements realized by the Cuban 
people in socialist economic construction, in the reinforcement of 
national defense and the sociocultural development of Cuba. She 
denounced the continuing threats and hostile actions of North American 
imperialism against Cuba and insists that the economic blockade imposed 
on the country be Lifted, that Guantanamo, illegally occupied, be 
returned, and that spy flights be definitively ended. 


In analyzing the current international situation, both parties reaffirmed 
once again the necessity of the fight for peace, of preventing the outbreak 
of a nuclear war, whose results would be catastrophic for all of humanity, 
and of cooperation among countries with differing social regimes. 











On examining the current situation in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
both parties agreed in pointing out that the essential danger to peace 
in Central America is rooted in the constant threats and aggression 
expressed by the growing involvement of the United States against the 
popular changes in Nicaragua and Grenada and the revolutionary fight of 
the people on the continent, which demand the greatest international 
support and solidarity. 


In that context, they noted with great concern the ever more aggressive 
stance of actions directed at the destabilization and destruction of 
Nicaragua's Sandinista government. 


Both parties reaffirmed their joint backing for the heroic fight which 

the Salvadoran patriots are carrying Out and expressed their support 

for the search for a negotiated political solution to the conflict, in 
which all interested parties would participate, especially the FMLN-FDR 
[Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front-Revolutionary Democratic Front]. 


Thet agreed that the solution to the Central American conflict should be 
reached by means of negotiations among all interested parties and respect 
for the principles of nonintervention, self-determination and the 
sovereign equality of all the states. They expressed their support for 
the negotiations of the Contadora Group to reach a just political 
solution to the situation in Central America, 


Both ministers denounced the vestiges of colonialism and neocolonialism 
in Latin America and the Caribbean and reaffirmed their joint support 
for the just cause of the people of Puerto Rico against colonial 
domination in gaining their national independence. 


They repeated their allegiance with all of the struggling peoples on 

the Latin American continent. They expressed their appreciation for the 
democratic and progressive forces and governments which hold positions 
in favor of independence and self-determination. 


Both parties severely condemned the dizzying arms race, the excessive 
growth of military expenditures, along with a dangerous warlike escalation, 
proliferation of imperialist military bases in several areas of the world 
and the increasing use of aggressive, arrogant and threatening language 

to countries. 


At the same time, they agreed that such activity constitutes an imminent 
danger to international peace and security and they expressed their 
confidence that the actions of peace-loving people will halt the 
continuation of such policy. 


Both ministers condemned the aggressive politics of the racist regime of 
South Africa against their own South African people, to whom they apply 
the disgraceful policy of apartheid, They also denounced the aggressions 


of Pretoria against the Front Line countries, as well as seeking respect 











for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People's 
Republic of Angola, demanding the withdrawal of racist South African 
troops from the south of that country. They condemned the aggressive 
and destabilizing actions of the Pretoria regime against Mozambique, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


Both parties noted that in the current decisive phase of decolonization 
in Africa, unity and solidarity among the African countries, the non- 
aligned countries, and other progressive forces in the world are more 
necessary than ever to be able to supply effective aid to SWAPO, ANC, 
as well as to Front Line countries. 


Both ministers energetically rejected all efforts to link Namibia's 
independence to the withdrawal of internationalist Cuban troops in 
Angola, a matter dealing with the sovereignty of the governments of 
both countries. They emphasized that such an attempt is a strategy 

to delay the decolonization process in that brother African country and 
in this context, they expressed their opposition to any attempt to 
block carrying out the stipulations of Resolution 435 of the United 
Nations. 


They emphasized their great gratitude for the heroic fight to liberate 
the South African people, under the direction of the African National 
Congress, eradicating the disgraceful regime of apartheid and they 
expressed their willingness to continue offering their military support. 


Both parties brought out the importance of the OAU's role in supporting 
the battles of the African people and their contribution to reinforcing 
the activities of those countries in eliminating colonialism, racism 
and apartheid, Within this area, they pointed out the efforts of the 
African states in the reinforcement, unity and cohesion of this organi- 
zation. 


On examining the situation in the RASD, both ministers expressed their 
joint support for the just fight of the Saharan people, led by the 
Polisario Front, to achieve self-determination and independence according 
to resolutions of the United Nations and especially of the Organization 
for African Unity. 


They also expressed the need to reach an end to the confrontations in 
the territory of Chad; they consider that the conflict should be 
resolved according to the sovereign interests of the Chadian people and 
their own decisions, with no external interference. 


On treating the situation of the Middle East, since Israel's aggressions 
against Lebanon and the criminal massacres that Israeli forces perpe- 
trated in West Beirut, both parties again affirmed that no solution to 
the crisis can be reached without the full participation, as an equal 
partner, of the PLO, only legitimate representative of the heroic 
Palestinian people who are fighting for their right to establish a free 
and independent state in Palestine, 


+ 
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Both parties declared their concern about the war between Iran and Iraq 
and expressed the need to find a just and honorable political solution 
to this conflict; one which would benefit both countries. 


Both ministers agreed that peace and security in Southeast Asia should 
be based on the principles of equality and mutual respect, with no 
interference in the countries’ internal affairs. They welcomed the 
attempts of the Indochinese countries to favor a climate of peace and 
expansion in the region. They also expressed their agreement with the 
people of Viet Nam and Kampuchea, dedicated to national reconstruction, 
and they reaffirmed their support for the fight of the Korean people 
for the peaceful reunification of their country without foreign inter- 
ference. 


Both parties repeated their adherence to the principles and objectives 
of the organization of nonaligned countries and indicated their 
conviction that strict observance of such principles and close coopera- 
tion among its members are the means by which that organization can 
continue the battle for strengthening international peace, as well as 
realize its efforts to establish a more just and fair New International 
Economic Order. 


In this context, both parties agreed that the current international 
capitalist economic crisis gravely affects the already deteriorating 
economies of underdeveloped countries and they emphasized the urgent 
need for global negotiations and especially for growth and encov ragement 
of cooperation among them. 


Both ministers congratulated each other on the results of the visit 

and on the brotherly climate in which their conversations were held; 
conversations which contributed to strengthening relations of friendship 
and cooperation which unite the people and the governments of the 
Republic of Cuba and the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe. 


Comrade Maria de Amorin expressed her deep gratitude for the warm and 
fraternal reception of her delegation during its stay in Cuba, The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba, comrade Isidoro 
Malmierca, thanked her and accepted Minister Maria de Amorin's 
invitation to visit the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe. 


CSO: 3248/1181 











COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


JANUARY-SEPTEMBER BUDGET, DEFICIT FIGURES DISCUSSED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Nov 82 pp 1,18 
/Article by Jose Romero/ 


/Text/ At the end of the ninth month of the year, the financing (deficit) 
of the budgetary operation reached 144.4 million pesos, of which 91 
million pesos were covered, 


Compared to the January-September 1982 period, that financing was less 
inasmuch as last year's imbalance between the total available for 
investment and the actual investment was 183.4 million pesos. 


(These data do not include the revenues that the autonomous and i 
decentralized organizations such as the CDE, CEA /State Sugar Council/, 
and CORDE /Dominican Corporation of State enterprises/ receive through 
the Central Bank, which programmed credits of 230 million pesos for all 
this year.) 


The covered portion of the present budgetary deficit comes from 25.3 
million pesos of net foreign receipts and 65.7 million pesos of domestic 
receipts. Foreign receipts, in turn, are the result of 72.4 million pesos 
of payments received minus an amortization of 47.1 million pesos. 


The source of the deficit is that the government has faced increased 
capital expenditures in reproductive investments, as well as in the 
amortizotion of the foreign debt. 


Of the total domestic resources, the central government has received some 
50 million pesos from the Central Bank, and an advance of some 15 million 
pesos from the Rosario, 


It is estimated that the deficit will decline to some 100 million pesos 
by year's end because of increased receipts of foreign payments. 


Almost all domestic resources shown last year, which totaled some 121 
million pesos, were provided by the Central Bank. 
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The government has had a good tax collection, even surpassing its 
estimates, and it is expected that the year will close with a surplus 
of about 90 million pesos. 


The domestic resources used to finance the budget are broken down as 
follows: floating of bonds and loans, 65.4 million pesos; and other 
resources (interest on the debt of the decentralized organizations), 
1.2 million pesos. 


fhe government achieved another important goal when it wiped out the 
38.1 million peso shortfall of Januery-September 1982 and converted it 
into a saving of 33.2 million pesos in 1983. This constitutes the 
difference between ordinary revenues and expenses. 


A saving which added to the sale of assets of 5.1 million pesos, donations 
of 1,2 million pesos, and extraordinary transfers of 10.8 million pesos 
aggregated 50.5 million pesos available for investment. But capital 
expenditures increased to 194.9 millior pesos to pzvoduce a deficit of 
144.4 million pesos. 


Capital expenditures in January-September of last year were 155.4 million 
pesos. That is, capital expenditures in the like period of the current 
year have risen 39.5 million pesos. 


(fhe budgetary deficit in the like period of last year was 183.4 million 
pesos, that is, 39 million pesos less than this year's. 


To the extent that the financed component of a budget decreases, the 
budget is said to draw closer to being balanced. 


Comparing the two periods of 1982 and 1983, ordinary revenues increased 
from 522.6 million to 668.8 million pesos, and within those figures, 
tax receipts rose from 477 million to 588.5 million pesos, and nontax 
receipts from 45.6 million to 80.3 million pesos. 


rdinary expenditures in both periods under comparison also increased 
from 50.8 million to 635.6 million pesos, and within those figures, 
.ccording to the detailed account, operational expenses (wages, salaries, 
materials and supplies) rose from 368.4 million to 393.8 million pesos; 
urrent transfers, from 115.8 million to 140 millior pesos; and interests 
mn debts and deferred payments, from 50.4 million to 78.8 million pesos; 


; | 
; 


le other unlisted expenses dropped from 26.1 million pesos. 


the difference between ordinary revenues and ordinary expenditures 
represents the ordinary savings. 


\s to other sources of revenues, the sale of assets decreased from 5.6 


millior to 5.1 million pesos, and donations received decreased from 2.7 
nillion to 1.2 million pesos, but extraordinary transfers increased from 


) 


1.8 million to 10.8 million pesos. 











With regard to ordinary transfers, the increase is due to the fact that 
resources coming from internationally financed programs which some 
autonomous and decentralized organizations used for the payment of 
wages and other ordinary expenses had to be advanced. This is now 
being done through another channel. 


The amount available for investment--which is obtained by adding ordinary 
savings, sales of assets, donations and extraordinary transfers--totaled 
50.5 million pesos on the positive side. Meanwhile, it was 28 million 
pesos on the negative side in the like period of last year. 


Capital expenditures increased from 155.4 million to 194.9 million pesos, 
broken down as follows: real investment rose from 74.7 million to 77.8 
million pesos, purchase of assets dropped from 1.2 million to 480,000 
pesos, transfers rose from 69.4 million to 90.4 million pesos, financial 
investments rose from 1.2 million to 20.6 million pesos, and other 
unspecified items dropped from 8.7 million to 5.6 million pesos. 


In financing the budgetary operation, the net foreign indebtedness 
decreased from 36.3 million to 25.3 million pesos, broken down as 
follows: payments received dropped from 75.4 million to 72.4 million 
pesos, and the amortization (which must be deducted from the payments 
received) rose from 39.1 million to 47.1 million pesos. 


Domestic resources decreased considerably from 122.1 million to 65.7 
million pesos, mainly due to a decline in the floating of bonds and 
loans from 121 million to 65.4 million pesos. Other resources such 

as the interest on the debt of the decentralized organizations remained 
at about 1 million pesos. 


The end result, on the negative side, increased from 25 million to 53.4 
million pesos. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


JANUARY-SEPTEMBER AGRICULTURAL PROCUCTION FIGURES RELEASED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 30 Cct 83 p 14 


/Text/ The Secretariat of Agriculture reported that in the first 9 months 
of this year, there were under cultivation in the country 8,067,779 tareas 
ot more than 30 agricultural products, of which 1,120,081 were dedicated 
to rice, and 2,505,367 to plantains. The secretariat pcinted out that 

+, 5/3,882 quintals of rice and 445,245 plantains were harvested from 

those areas in the January-September period. 


fhe area dedicated to red beans totaled 641,798 tareas, which yielded 
648,124 quintals, while that of black beans was 86,193 tareas, which 
yielded 95,842 quintals of the legume. 

A note from the Information and Public Relations Department of the 
secretariat reported a harvest of 417,226 quintals of tobacco-from the 
ultivation of some 330,054 tareas--104,298 of cacao, and 58,548 of coffee. 


over, there was a harvest of 159,578 quintals of salad tomatoes, 
1,864 of barcelo tomatoes, 648,124 of sorghum, 95,842 of peanuts, 
/,821 of peanuts, “00,865 ot pigeon 


peas, 283,/90 of onions and 44,855 
ra {all figures as published]: 


, 


\mong other crops, there were yields of 1,469,663 quintals of cassava, 
397,534 of taniers, 294,572 of potatoes, 137,459 of yams, 527,019 of 
sweet potatoes, 107,832 of pumpkins and 57,043 of cotton. 

During the same period, the Secretariat of Agriculture promoted the 
planting of 4,817,337 tareas of those products. 


m 1 September to 19 October, 353,199.1 tareas were also planted for 
hich 14,795.5 quintals of improved red-bean seeds, 4,/20 quintals of 


black-bean seeds, and 456,212 certified plantain sprouts were 


me 337,720 cacao saplings, 155,017 coffee saplings, and 80,854 saplings 
f various fruit trees, as well as 2,03/.3 pounds of various kinds of 
‘ 1 ° « 1 ’ . 
tables were also distributed among the country’s small and medium 











The report mentions that 2,501.5 quintals of rice seeds, 578 of corn 
seeds, 440 of sorghum seeds and 143 of soybean seeds; 417.5 truckloads 
of cassava cuttings and sweet potato buds; and 49,735 banana sprouts 
were delivered. 


The secretariat performed also 63,879 cutting, 40,136 hybridizing, and 
24,828 harrowing jobs, and 32,481 mechanized farming tasks of other kinds 
as part of the support activities that the organization carries out 
through its regional agencies. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


FORMER MINISTER DISCUSSES IMPRISONMENT BY NJM, FUTURE PLANS 
Interview in Jamaica 

Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 6 Nov 83 pp 9A, 15A 

[Interview with Winston Whyte by Lloyd Williams in New Kingston] 


[Text ] 


esponding to the rap on the door of his hotel 
room in New Kingston on Monday afternoon, 
Winston Whyte looked like a fast bowler relaxing on 


his rest day. 

But one did not have to wonder for long whether Mr. 
Whyte, a lithe six foot two, in grey dashiki, black trousers and 
black loafers, was indeed the man who, just five days before, 
was set free after four years and 11 days in Maurice Bishop’s 
political prison in Grenada. 

As he spoke, softly but intensely, his insightful knowledge of the 
Grenada Revolution, his graphic account of his chilling experiences as a 
political detainee, shattered any subconscious attempt to put a physical 
profile to a victim of prolonged mental and physical anguish. 

And he convinces that it 1s his indomitable spirit, his resourcefulnesss and his 
clear conscience which had enable him to emerge from his demoralising expen- 
ences, stronger, more tolerant and mentally unscarred. 

As a Senator during a period of the regime of Premier Eric Gary, Mr. Whyte 
was responsible tor the Ministry of Labour and Social Security, and at one time 
Sports, but he quit the Gairy government in March 1974 and went into the 
opposition 

He became leader of the United People’s Party which was instrumental in 
getting together a people's alliance which was a coalition of the UPP, Bishop’s New 
J-E.W.E.L., Joint Endeavours for Welfare, Education and Liberty), Movement and 
Herbert Blaize’s Grenada National Party — the three major opposition parties in 
Grenada then. The UPP was tormed in May 1974 with the aim of linking the 
existing anti-government groups into a cohesive opposition force. 

They tought the December 7, 1976 general election and lost 6 to 9 to Gairy’s 
Grenada United Labour Party. In the previous election in 1972, Gairy’s party had 
won |l4tol 

Mr. Whyte said that in the 1976 election, in which he was returned to 
Parliament, the GULP won 50.1% of the votre and the opposition alliance, 48.2%. 


But betore it was time for the next election, Bishop staged the New 
}.E. WELL. Revolution 











Mr. Whyte relates his story: 

“In my view there was no need for a 
revolution. Because an organised and 
united opposition stood every chance of 
winning electorally. So there was no 
need, as tar as | am concerned, to resort 
to arms. 

“But of course, underlying the appar- 
ent unity (of the alliance) were the 
Stresses and strains of ideological in- 
compatability and it surfaced in °76, 
when on returning from a visit to Cuba, 
Maurice Bishop made a statement here 
in Jamaica asking for the isolation of 
Grenada and the people who had just 
voted him in Parliament. So that was 
the beginning of the end for the alli- 
ance. , 


Acted peevishly 


“He, (Bishop), acted very peevishly 
after he lost the election. That was the 
beginning of the end because the people 
in Gregada started questioning the sin- 
cerity of the NJM and individual popu- 
larity started dropping considerably. 

“I was away on a business trip — | 
am a director of an insurance company 
—and coming back to Grenada, | heard 
about this Thsectatien. So the first 
statement | made was denying any com- 
plicity, any involvement and disavowing 
the Revolution because, to my mind, it 
was unnecessary. It was totally, absolu- 
tely unnecessary. 


“Nonetheless, the Revolution was 
not unpopular. And my. answer to this 
totally emotional response was that 
people were demonstrating and reflect- 
ing an anti-Gairy sentiment and not 
necessarily a pro-N|M one. . 

“But the Revolution nonetheless, 
gave Bishop a chance to crystallize that 
anu-Gairy sentiment into a pro-Bisho 
sentiment and his promises (on “sin 
13, 1979, the day of the Revolution) 
were promises designed to allay people's 
fears — free and fair elections within six 
months; an end to police brutality; an 
end to searches without warrants; an 
end to victimisation; he promised no 
loss of jobs. 


New direction 


“So people who did not support him, 
or people who supported Gairy at the 
rime felt, well, possibly a new direction 
would be beneficial to Grenada. 

“So the Revolution did promise to 
democratize the society and significant- 
ly, there was no undertaking then with 
respect to foreign policy. The Revolu- 
tion was built, was predicated on purely 


domestic issues — a lack of direction, a 
stagnation of the economy, civil and 
human-rights abuses. The Revolution 
did not have any ideological content. 

“But within three weeks, the direc- 
tion became clear to other people be- 
cause Grenadians are by and_ large 
conservative. But within three weeks we 
were haggling with the Americans, we 
were villtying the ambassador, we were 
‘tracing’ them publicly and we were 
making a straight line to Cuba. 

“But the very first shock came when 
we voted on the Afghanistan issue and 
we voted a very pro-Russian line. In 
other words, in so far as the Non- 
Aligned Movement, to which we be- 
long, was concerned, Afghanistan was a 
fellow member and Afghanistan was the 
victim of aggression. 

“It was clear to the PNP who were 
in power in Jamaica’ at the time and they 
as Ges follow a Russian line. We were 
one of 26 (voting against the resolution) 
and clearly showed our hands for the 
first time. 


“And notwithstanding tactical differ- 
ences, strategic differences in terms of 


imposing political structures in the so- 
ciety, you judge a Moscovite party by 
how it reacts and responds to foreign 
policy directives... 

“Then came (the U.N. resolutions 
on) Zionism as a form of racism, and 
Kampuchea; so it was clear where we 
were going”. 

In Grenada then, Mr. Whyte said, his 
long thin fingers moulding the air as he 
ae any opportunity for freedom of 
expression was “kaput”. 

“So around me started building a 
very vocal and very vociferous group, 
because — and | am saying this very 
modestly — not only was | considered 
the logical inheritor of the Gairy sup- 
port and the fact that I had become 
more obvious, not only was | consid- 
ered a moderate or centrist, but people 
from all walks of life including a lor of 
the young people were beginning to get 
worried and scared. The reason was 
simple: we could not afford to be 
isolated within Caricom. We could not 
afford to be divorced from our tradi- 
ronal mores. 

“But obviously Maurice couldn't 
stand this, so | was picked up in Octo- 
ber 1979”, 


Creative people 


Do you recall the date? 

“The 15th. One doesn’t forget these 
things. And | remained in jail until last 
Wednesday (October 26,1983). 

Did they tell you why they had 
arrested you? 
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“They could not pick me up just like 
that. They are very creative people. So 
they said | was involved in a big plot to 
ee Sa overthrow the Government, 
which of course was rubbish because by 
that time they had so much arms in the 
country. The arms they put on display 
elicited the remark from a bystander: ‘If 
Whyte wanted to overthow the govern- 
ment with some old 303s, (rifles), he 
on be in the madhouse and not in 
jail. 

Mr. Whyte said he was arrested 
along with 58 others. The night before 
they picked him up, they had arrested 
his brother, a bus service proprietor. He 
spent four months in jail. | 

“It was typical scare tactics. All these 
things were designed to keep me quiet. 
The usual scare tactics. Come close to 
home. What they wanted to do was to 
shut me up.” 


He said that when he was jailed he 
was told by Major Gehagen “who is 
now in jail or at least detained, and | am 
sure in much better circumstances then 
we were, that | would never see outside 


again.” 


Penal system revised 


“And in jail is another issue altogeth- 
er, because, that we are alive today 1s 
more a testimony to what faith can do 
than what this mere mortal technol 
can achieve. Because the Cubans were in 
charge of our security. The whole penal 
system as we know it through the 
Westminister model was deel. Our 
guards and officers and soldiers were 
sem to Cuba for training to understand 
the latest in repression. 

“At one time for 560 days we were 
kept in solitary confinement. Half-an- 
hour every day to slop pail. No sun- 
light.” 

Mr. Whyte, who spent his time at 
Fost Fredenck Prison, said that for five 


weeks some of the detainees were kept 
at Fort Rupert. Fortunately, he was not 
among them. He said that at Fort 
Rupert, the detainees were in a wire 
cage without any covering. They were 
lef in the sun and rain and their com- 
panions were rats and ae. 

By that time, he said, Bishop’s Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Government had 
arrested so many people that the jail 
could not accommodate all. So the PRG 
changed the name from Richmond Hill 
Prison to the Grenada Prison Services 
and the law said that anywhere the 
government designated was a prison. At 
one stage 3,000 people passed through 
the detention system. 


Wrote poetry 


How did you maintain your sani- 
ty at the Fort Frederick Prison? 

“| did a lot of things. | am by nature 
given to writing”. (He was trained as a 
journalist at the Princera College in 
Suriname after graduating from high 
school in Grenada. His ambition was to 
be a syndicated columnist, but he “gor 
drafted” into business at 22 and did not 
practise his profession as a journalist). 

“I wrote a lot of poetry. | had to 
smuggle the poetry out on toilet paper. 
There was no other paper there. | am 
going to publish some of the poetry in 
an anthology. (He thinks his best poem 
is Four Years, written on the fourth 
anniversary of his detention). 

“Then we were allowed only the 
Bible at one state, so | got a Koran, 
the Islamic holy book and studied that 
as well. 

“We communicated with each other. 
We developed codes and it takes a little 
while to perfect a code, so the days 
passed by, 


Made own calendar 


He kepr track of time by making his 
own calehdar. “And you are glad to get 
something to do, you know.” Of course 
the calendar had to be well hidden. 

“Sometimes | walked up and down 
the cell and spoke to ‘great crowds’ just 
looking at the walls. And the big majors 
(of the prison security) would pass in 
the night and they would !augh at you 
and call you all sorts of names —revi- 
sionists, reactionary, bourgeois, and they 
would ask: ‘Where the big car now?’ 
and all that kind of hn Band They 
were driven by hare and jealousy. 

“But in all that it was more commu- 
nion with yourself, with your inner self 
which made survial possible.” 

Mr. Whyte, is 39 years old, the same 
age as Bishop and Bernard Coard. For a 
moment he seemed to go back in time. 
His brow furrowed. 


“There are people, even in Jamaica”, 
he said, “who were aware of what was 
going on (in Grenada) and these people 

ept coming on down and affirming 
their solidanty with the PRG, in the 
light of all the brutality; in che light of 
terrorist laws being passed which would 
shame any jundical system; in the light 
of retroactivity becoming not the excep- 
tion but the norm in the law; in the 
light of offences becoming offences 
long after the deeds were done. In other 
words, you might take up this bortle 
and there is no law against taking up 
this bortle, but they want to get at you 
So they come the day after and say: 
‘Taking up the bortle was an offence 
effective such and such a date (in the 
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past). Extremely terrible... 


“And you had people like Richard 
Hart coming to be a prosecutor under 
that kind of system. A man of his 
experience... 

“You had people like Trevor Mun- 
roe coming down and affirming solidari- 
ty It boggles my mind to think, ‘What 

o they have in store for their own 
society?” because if those parterns of 
behaviour were not normal things, they 
would have been imposing checks and 
balances in the name of the socialist 
community, but they took them as 
normal.” 

You seem to be in good physical 
shape. How did you manage to 
achieve this at Fort Frederick? 

“As recently as the last three months 
they (the prison authorities) started re- 
laxing (their stringent rules) and we were 
allowed an hour a day to exercise.” He 
went into detention weighing 193 Ib. 
Now his weight is 161 Ib. 

Reflecting on his years in detention, 
Mr. Whyte remarked: 

“And through all that, | must con- 
fess, the character of the Grenadians 
came out. When there were no Cubans 
around, the turnkeys were sympathetic 
because they knew there was nothing 
against us. And even the Grenadian 
soldiers would smuggle to us a little 
cigarette and so on. And I must say this 
about them because the myth thar they 
are fighting for the defence of Grenada 
(during the invasion) is just that — a 
myth. The offensive operation in Grena- 
da is 100% Cuban. What we found was 

that as in all societies, we have a small 

communist core which was indoctni- 
nated and they have now been cap- 
tured... 

“And there are a lor of Cubans who 
have to fight to die. They don’t want to 
go back home. One (Cuban) chap who 
iS an engineer, told me so at the airport. 
There is nothing for them in Cuba. So it 
is either asylum for them here (in Gre- 
nada) or death. 

Would you describe a typical day 
in detention? 

“At 5 o'clock in the morn- 
ing the lights came on. The officers 
made their checks. You were sent out at 
6 o'clock. You were fed at 7.00, a small 
loaf of bread with milk-water. It cannot 
be watered milk; it must be milk-water. 
And you were left there. Your cell was 
9 by 6. You had one bunk. You were 
allowed to keep nothing else.” 

Sometimes there were five or six of 
them in a cell. Sometimes there was just 
one occupant. 

“You were served lunch at half-past 
11 or 12. And the lunch consisted of 
rice -and-peas and chicken wings. And 
when they made a change you got plain 


rice and chicken wings. It was useless to 
complain about the diet and so on. 
ae told you you were lucky to be 
alive, 


Family 


“We got visits from our families.” 
(Mr Whyte is married with two daugh- 
ters aged 7 and 8. He said his wife, 
Tessa, who was a great source of 
strength to him, was punctual each 
visiting day.) 

“We were allowed to see them for 
15 minutes each fortnight and they 
would bring something for you. 


“But if the administration felt like 
taking wt, they took it. So there was no 
guarantee that you would get it. There 
was nothing in the penal code to say 
you must be allowed X, Y, or Z. And 
occasionally, if a doctor was firm, then 
‘you got something. Some doctors were, 
some doctors weren't. . 

“And then they fed you your «ast 
meal at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. The 
same loaf, the same milk-water. 

“Then they took the lights off at 9, 
after which ume... not a sound... And 
those were the tumes when the torture 
began. When the prison was quiet, they 
came to get you ...” 

Mr Whyte was relatively lucky In 
prison at Fort Frederick they beat him 
up for the first three weeks while giving 
him a form of “third degree.” 

From being santed the forehead 
over and over again during those three 
weeks, he now has a noticeable cyst 
growing in the centre of his forehead 
He plans to have surgery to have 1 
removed. 

“t don’t have scars to show. I have 
been in jail four years. But there are 
frends of mine who have so many 
scars... 

“There are three chaps who will 
never have anything to do with a wom 
an again because they don’t have any 
thing... 


Several scars 


“There are chaps with scars on their 
hands... 

“Broco has no testicles .. They 
chopped them off with a hor blade. 
Mikey James ... they broke both feet . 
shor fing The Budhlal brothers ... their 

whole bodies are littered with scars 
Deravinere was put to lie down in a 
beehive. He was beaten ... He was sick 
| for months and months... 

“They were really badly beaten be 
cause they were thought to be rude 














They were the ones who protested: ‘We 
can’t eat this food, we might die.’ So 
they took them out in the middle of the 
ma 8 and beat them as a lesson to the 
rest... 

“And we are grateful to the Jamaican 
Government for reminding the Canbbe- 
an Community at every meeting that 
there were detainees in Grenada, and | 
pay a lot of tribute to your Prime 

inister (Edward Seaga). 

“After every (CARICOM) meeting, a 
friendly (prison) officer would pass our 
cell doors and say, ‘Jamaica has brought 
it up again’. And there would be anoth- 
er meeting and you would hear, ‘Jamai- 
ca has brought it up again.’ We felt a 
little hope because you would hear, 
‘Jamaica has brought «¢ up again’, con- 
stantly like water drinping on a rock. 

“But | think the worst part of the 
whole time in jail was the callousness 
with which mey created us just before 
we were freed. They left us to die. They 
locked, the ceils. For three days, no 
water, no food. 

“Fort Frederick (tue military head- 
quarters) runs contiguous to the prison. 
By that time we had been transferred 
and put downstairs the prison in some 
dark cells. They took the keys. When 
the attack, (invasion), started, the (pris- 
on) officers ran; the soldiers ran except 
for some of the hard core. 


“The Commissioner, who was a. 


‘member of the Revolutionary Council, 
the armed clique that shor down Bish- 
op, he took all the keys and said (to his 
warders): “Any movement, kill them 
Untortunately for him (the Commission- 
er) he 1s now dead. 


_ “Three days and three nights with no 
food, no water. And what was harrow- 
ing, what was so frustrating, what was 
$0 traumatic was that you never know 
how many more days. 4 the chaps had 
their pails. The stench was getting high- 
er. A fellow was shot dead upstairs, a 
chap called Trim. So the scent was 
coming downstairs. So you had all the 
excreta there 


“Then you had dead people around 
the place. And the sounds were eene 
because the battle was going on about 
400 yards from you. The jail was being 
shelled from time to time and you were 
there bur you never knew.. We were in 
the centre of the battle...” 


Mr Whyte and the others were freed 
by the U.S. Marines on October 26. 

“| didn't know your Prime Minister 
but | knew of him. | am here in Jamaica 
because | believe | must publicly thank 
the people who stuck their necks out 
tor us. And | publicly identify with the 
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people who had the courage to stake 
their own political futures on the line to 
help my country. But it took a lor of 
courage... 


Agony of the people 


“Jamaica has always been seen in the 
West Indies, particularly in the smaller 
islands, as being far away and nor West 
Indian enough; but | want to say that 
Jamaica has proven how West Indian 
she 1s and indeed has kept alive the 
spirit, the concept, of the West Indian 


nation and | feel very strongly about 
this 


“The Tom Adamses ... the Eugenia 
Charleses, they arte the West Indians 
because the agony of our people they 
helird. They heard our prayers.” 


The 1,473 days Mr Whyte spent in 
Fort Fredenck has not dimmed his 
inuellect. He is still young, relatively; he 
is articulate and bright; his mind is 
sharp. At age 24, he was a Minister of 
Government in Grenada, certainly one 
ot the voungest anywhere. 


Now what of the future? 

“Bright™, Mr. Whyte answered. 

wi ng plan to enter politics in 
Grenada now? 

“His hand again sought to help ex- 

press his thoughts: 

“Grenada needs everybody and | 
think it would be remiss of me not to 
be involved. 


What of future? 


“There are a lot of Grenadians who 
were keeping the fight and the flame 
burning while we were in gail. They call 
themselves the Grenada Democratic 
Movement ad they come from all over 
the place — from London, from Toron- 
to, from New York, Venezuela, Trin- 
idad and Tobago. They have done a 
great job in sacrificing time, money and 
their own professional sanded to 
come to meet in island after island, 
talking to people. And | think I owe 
them something | must repay.” 


“So | want to see this Grenada 
Democratic Movement blossom into 
the leading party in the country and | 
think this is going to be the vehicle 
through which Grenada will move from 
stage (O stage. 


“People have asked me_ before 
whether I conceive of any problems in 
terms of the leadership of the country. | 
don't see that. | beheve that water will 
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always find its own level and that 
na le will choose who they want to 
ead the country. 


“So if | am called upon, yes, but we 
can't all lead the country; we can all 
work for it. We are going to make it” 


Are you bitter now? 

“No. No. Not at all. Because in four 
years the spintual — from which 
you draw changes you. You can’t build 
4 society on hate and this is the immo- 
rality of Communism. | was very social- 
ist-onented too, you know.” 


(He then recalled the old saying, 
something to the effect that if one is 
not a radrcal when one is young, some- 
thing is wrong, but if after a certain age 
one was still a radical, then something 
was radically wrong.) 


“But they seek to build on hate | am 
more sympathetic and | am more sorry 
for these misguided people than any- 
thing else.” 


He marelled how Bernard Coard 
could have just “come to the country” 
(after his studies abroad) and “drive 
people insane”. 


Coard, he said, had a core of young 

ople within the New J.E.W-.EL. 
Movemen called O.R.E.L., (Organisa- 
tion for Revolutionary Education and 
Liberation) and they were the people 
who killed Bishop. O.R.E.L. was 
Coard’s “little mercenary army” within 
the New J|.E.W.E.L. Movement. 


“They were fanatics. They were like 
Stalin's executioners,” be said. 


Validity of invasion 


There 1s no evidence whatever to 

show that had the Amencans asked 
ermission to evacuate, it would not 

have been granted. The Canadians ac- 
cepted the assurance that their citizens 
were safe; so why could the Amencans 
not have done the same? 

None of the other four known and 
accepted exceptions to the principle of 
non-intervention has any relevance to 
the Grenadian situation. 

The only remaining issue then is the 
validity of the invitation by the Eastern 
Canbbean Governments to the Amen- 
cans to lead the invasion. 

Now in my view this invitation car- 
nes an impediment that it cannot be 
lawful to invite a party to do an unlaw- 
ful act. ; 


| have taken the view that basically 
there is no provision in the United 
Nations Charter for the military set- 
tlement of civil stnfe by way of inter- 
vention either by the United Nations 
itself or any foreign political entity. The 
entire chapter governing the “Purposes 
and Principles” of the Charter is to be 
read subject to article 2.7. which states 
clearly and expressly: 


“Nothing contained in the present 

Chapter shall authonse the United 

Nations to intervene in matters 

which are essentially within the do 

mestic junsdiction of any State...” 

There can be no doubt that the 
events now under discussion arose out 
of civil stnfe in Grenada. Any attempt 
therefore to establish the legality of the 
action must start with proof that there 
are Circumstances in which intervention 
in civil stnte can be lawful. 


Breaches of the peace 


There are in fact such circumstances, 
but can the Grenadian situation fit into 
this category of exceptions? . 

Article 5.7 allows members to settle 
their domestic dissytes on their own 
initiative without vequiring them “to 
submit such matters to settlement under 
the ... Charter” and goes en to provide 
for the first exception to the rule against 
non-intervention in this way: 

“ this principle shall not preyuetice 

the application of enforcement mea- 

sures under Chapter VII.” 

Chapter VII provides for “action 
with respect to threats to the peace, 
breaches of the peace, and acts of 
aggression”, but these are matters the 
existence of which it is within. the 
province of the Secunty Council ot the 
Organisation to determine according to 
article 39. The Charter permits “preven: 
tive” and “enforcement measures (Art. 
50) and action may be taken either by 
all the members or by some of them 
(Art. 48.1). But this action is only to be 
taken “as the Secunty Council may 
determine” (Art. 48.1). 

The invasion of Grenada was not 
sanctioned by the Secunty Council and 
therefore this exception cannot apply. 


Personal safety 


The exception relating to the protec: 
tion of the nghts and interests, and the 
personal safety of citizens abroad can- 
not be seriously relied upon by the 
Amencans in all the circumstances. 














The exception of self-defence is ac- 
knowledged as including eollective self- 
defence by the parties to a mutual 
secunty treaty and it is no doubr this 
exception which Canbbean leaders had 
im mind when they invoked Clause 8 of 
the Treaty of the Organisation of East- 
em Canbbean States (OFCS); the rwo 
other exceptions relating to the defence 
of a Protectorate and reprisal against a 
State in gross breach of international 
law were not raised. 

But an interesting discussion could 
flow from the attempt to apply the 
latter to the logical extention of Dr. 
Barnett’s argument as it relates to the 
interpretation of “gross breach” and his 
contention that considerations of indi- 
vidual liberty should prevail over those 
of terntorial integrity, and that “the 
dignity and worth of the human person 


and the equal rights of men and women 
...” are in tact fundamental principles on 
which the United Nations Charter is 
based, and by necessary implication 
tundamental principles of international 
Law. 

In my view it is arguable that inva- 
sion was justified on the ground of a 
gross breach of the fundamental obliga- 
tion under international law to promote 
and encourage respect for human nghts 
and for fundamental freedoms. 

There is no doubt that an invasion 
need not be initiated by the United 
Nations, but the intervening state must 
be able to show that the breach was 
committed against itself. 


Military assistance 


| have no difficulty in accepting the 
principle that a state under seige may 
ask for military assistance from tnendly 
nations. But | am at a loss to discover 
what breach of international law was 
committed against the member states of 
the OECS exclusively during the Grena- 
dian upheaval. 

| shall make a further concession: the 
practice of regarding a threat to = 
independence and secunty of a member 
of a regional arrangement as-a threat 
against all is not unknown in interna- 
uonal circles. But if the peace and 
secunty of Grenada was threatened by 
the Austin coup its independence was 
certainly not, since it would be absurd 
to suggest that the independence of a 
state can be threatened by its own army. 
That must be’a domestic affair, to be 
settled by decisive civil war and their 
own military law. 

| have perused the OECS treaty and 
can find only one section relating to 
self-defence, and this is article 8 which 
outhnes the “Composition and func- 


tions ot the Defence and Secunty Com- 
mittee”. 

Now it ts not even necessary to 
invoke article 103 of the United Nations 
Charter which subordinates all other 
international agreements to the Charter. 
The OECS treaty imposes its own disa- 
bilities under article 3 (1), subordinatin 
itself to both the CARICOM treaty an 


the United Nations Charer. So invasion 
under the OECS treaty withour refer- 
ence to the Security Council is clearly 
ruled out, if none of the known excep- 
tions apply. 


Critical consideration 


But the OECS states should have 
known that they could not have invited 
the United Nations to do an unlawful 
act i.e. to change the political system in 
Grenada. 

But even if the OECS states could 
lawfully have invaded Grenada they are 
still caught by article 5 of the United 
Nations Charter which article 8.4 of the 
OECS treaty specifically incorporates by 
reference: “Measures taken by Members 
in the exercise of this mght of self- 
defence shall be immediately reported 
to the Secunty Council...” 


But the cntical consideration is arti- 
cle 54 of the Charter as it relates to 
regional arrangements such as the OECS 
treaty. Ie — ies that: 

“The Secunty Council shall at all 

times be kept fully informed of 

activities undertaken or in contem- 

plation under regional arrangements 

or by regional agencies for the main- 

tenance of international peace and 
secunty. 


It would appear to me that Barbados 
and Jamaica went along with the OECS 
state without having read their treaty. It 
was painful to read that article 8 of that 
treaty authonses joint action against 
external aggression only. 

But how were the foolish acts com- 
mitted dunng the Austin coup to be put 
an end to if we wanted to do more than 
to declare with the rest of the civilised 
world of every complexion of skin as 
well as of thoughr that we felt a deep 
sense of revulsion about 1? Institutin 
dialogue with Austin as a matter a 
urgency and getting the United Nations 
into the picture must have been the 
way. 

But the situation in Grenada has not 
occurred in vain. It ws anybody's guess 
however whether we have Caan the 
more important lessons from it 
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Press Conference in Dominica 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 19 Nov 83 pp 10-11 


[Text] On Thursday November 10th at a Freedom Party meeting in Lagoon 
former Grenadian political detainee Winston White told a mammoth crowd the 
gripping story of his 4 year ordeal inside Bishop's prisons. The following 
day he met members of the local press in a live conference on DBS radio. 

Of all the parties invited only the Alliance failed to field a representa- 
tive. 


Winston White: 

IT is very good indeed to be here in Dominica. I was 
overwhelmed by the tremendous welcome and the conviviality 
we received. It strikes me as very christian, very uplifting, 
very different from what occasioned in Grenada over the past 
four and a half years. 

We were thrust in detention in Grenada in what they call 
preventative detention, because we dared to oppose the 
Bishop regime. We dared to e the tyranny which inflicted 
itself on Grenada. The unconstitutionality of the rule of Bishop 
and the inability of people to speak their minds because of fear. 
We felt very strongly that fear was an impediment to progress. 
You could not build a society where freedom did not exist, 
where freedom did not provide the infrastructure for the uplift 
ment of the nation. 

Of course what we are doing here now in Dominica, could 
not have been possible in Grenada under that kind of tyranny 
and I would urge you all Dominicans, to guard and defend your 
freedom vigilantly, because you never understand what free- 
dom is until you lose it. 


N.C Mr. White you were a 
| minister in the Gairy adminis- 








Mr. Bishop and the NJM from 
1976 up until March 13th 1979. 


White: I was out of Grenada 
when they seized power in 





tration and you abandoned 
that position in 1974, what 
was the nature of the fall out? 
Mr. White: It was a long time 
in coming, the country was not 
directed properly, there was 
| Sross mis-management, the 
economy was stagnating, 
there was a crisis in terms of 
abuse of and humane rights. 
Not anything compared to 
what Bishop and Austin in- 
flicted later on. But to me if 
you offend the principles no 
matter how small the devia- 
tion, it is wrong, because 
principle is sacrosanct. | re- 
signed on a point of principle 
in 1974. 

Drum: Mr. White, what was 
the relationship between you, 


White: The relationship was a 
political relationship, stormy 
at times, cordial at times. We 
were trying to put nation in- 


. front of personalities. That is 


why we developed a minimum 
working programme which 
could have accmmodated all 
| our ideological persuasions. . 
We had a parliamentary 
alliance. We contested the 
elections together. They won 
three seats, we won three 
seats and we had a good politi- 
cal relationship at that time. 
CANA: And what do you think 
was the reason why you were 
not involved in the formation 
of the government or had any 
role to play after the NJM 
siezed power in March 19797 





March 1979. And on March 
14th in Barbados | declared 
my position in very uncritical 
terms that 1 would have no 
pérr at all in any government 
or move that sought to over- 
throw a duely elected govern- 
ment. It was my contention, it 

till is, that we could have wor 
the area of the polls, we poled 
48.2%» of the votes in 1976, we 


‘poled 50.1%, his popularity 


was waning the country was 


‘drifting without direction. | 


saw no necessity for an armed 
overthrow of a government 
that could be taken by 
electoral means. 

N.C.: So what subsequently 
happened? When did you re- 
turn to Grenada? 

White: I returned to Grenada 
a week afterwards, because 
of the difficulty in getting into 











Grenada, and immediately 
started inquiring as to the 
whereabouts and safety of 
people who were held in what 
they called at the time the 
protective custody. That was 
the first fracas if you will, that 
we had with the government. 


N.C.; and you were subse- 
squently locked up? 

White: Oh yes, well I con- 
tinued to speak. I continued to 
be interviewed, I continued to 
express my opinions and to 
articulate the views of many 
Grenadians who were looking 
to me for leadership. 


N.C: How long did that last? 
White: It lasted about 7 
months. 


Drum: What is your response 

to the various chesgee Get e 

only problem you 

PRG was that they did mt 

appoint you to a high level 
? 


White: That is utter rubbish. 
They could not have appointed 
me when I on ‘record on 
March 14th 1979 «s:< ' wanted 
no part of any armed over- 
throv,. It was a_ principled 
position. My first interview 
was with the Nation of Barba- 
dos. And that was my posi- 
tion.... it still is. 1 believe in 
government by the peopie, | 
believe in the spirituality of 
consent. I believe violence 
breeds violence. I think | am 
completely convinced that my 
position was and still is 


correct. 


Drum: What were your per- 


sonal er 
White: Some of them are my 
personal experiences, for 


example, spending five 
bendved and ao days in soli- 
tary confinement. | was not 
laced in the bee hive. Wilton 
tle Ravanierre was placed in 
the bee hive. My toe nails 
were not taken out. but 
Budlall’s toe-nails were taken 
out. | was never shocked but 
so was Emmanuel Charles. A 
chap called Broket got his 
testicles removed. They are 
all there and they are going to 
come forward in due course to 
chronicle their experiences. 


CANA: Did the ideological 
trend of the NJM had anything 
to do with or played any role 
in your decision not to have 
anything to do with the revalu- 
tionary government tn 
Grenada? 


White: We were in a position 
where policy is politically 


described as left of center. Of 
course we were aiming at the 
kind of social democracy that 
you find in the Scandinavian 
countries for example, we 
were not ard still are not com- 
mitted to marxism. We find it 
unworkable in the Caribbean. 
We find that we ought not to 
transport an ideology and im- 
pose it from the top. But of 
course, our friends were more 


doctrinaire. Our friends were 
more orthodox, and be 
sought an alignment wi 
Cuba in the strictest marxist 
terms. Three weeks after the 
elections for instance, the 
went to Cuba and announc 
on their way back, in Jamaica 
that they wanted diplomatic 
isolation with Grenada. Now 
we could not accept those kind 
of things, because in fact 
48.2% as | afore mentioned 
voted for us, we found it very 
cruel, we found it very un- 
polite to turn around and ask 
the same people who voted for 
us to suffer diplomatic 
isolation. So in other words 
here, it's very strict and rigid, 
and doctrinaire their commu- 
nist approach was in direct 
contravention in conflict in 
what we believe. We believe 
genuinely in the electoral 
process. 


- t Grenada 
a "kote about 


and the villain really 
being Loard. Would you care 
to comment? 
White: I think this is a ve 
misguided and _ ili-inform 
position. Bishop was as 
marxist as Coard was. It was 
strictly a difference in 
temperament, a difference in 
disposition, a difference in 
character. Bishop was more 
affable, more extrovert, more 
out going. Coard was more in- 
troverted, more plodding... a 
harder worker, which was not 
to say there was an 
difference in their ideologic 
position. 

Bishop of course understood 
the populace better. He was 
an dotere man himself and 
he felt almost instinctively the 
loss of support which their 
own reports now which are 
being published are showing. 
In the minutes of the 28th of 
September 1963, they were 
discussing in great alarm, in 
great fear the possibility of an 
overturn of the revolution in 
1984 because of _ their 





dwindling support. People 
were not interested in their 
programmes. Their pro- 

ammes fell by the wayside. 
0 Bishop tactically was look- 
ing for a way out. Coard of 
course, was looking for a 
greater strength from the gun. 


N.C.: Now, how true do 


alone the political 

would have been executed. 
White: I have heard the talk 
myself. | doubt it. There was 
too much publicit pre to the 
detention by t ends like 
Ronald Benjamin and others 
out of Grenada. It was diffi- 
cult. Maybe, if they killed us 
the sawe night they picked us 
» the problem would have 
biown over. But the fact that 
Grenadians were not 
accustomed to that kind of 
brutal butchery was also a 
restraining factor. The ex- 
ternal tation for our 
release, the fact that the 
Caribbean people were not 
accustomed to political de- 
tention and did not seem to 
— accustom to it. Those 
actors played up in -our 
favour. 


GIS: You have in the 

into an alliance with Bishop. 
would you 
going me an - ace with 
marxis reons near 
future? - 


White: There is no greater 
teacher than experience. We 
would have to build a platform 
on what we believe. Not build 
a platform on what we are 
against. And there is no doubt 
in mind, whatsoever, that in 
our broad umbrelia approach 
to the solution of Grenada's 
problems the marxists are not 
going to be included. 


Drum: Do have an ~~ 
cal ambi now the you 
have been released? If so. 
what are they? 
White: I am going back to m 
country to assist in any an 
every way possible for the re- 
organization of Grenada. Par- 
foulerly for the effecting of 4 
ealing process. | think it is 
necessary for us to have flow- 
ing into Grenada and through 
Grenada what we might call 
the proverbial balm. The 
people embracing each other 
and understanding how good 
it is to be alive. If 1 am called 
upon at any time to heal a 
political process, to be in- 
volved in the political process 
then | would not shirk my re- 
sponsibility 











you cover the rest. 
we were faced with a situation 
that no Caribbean island, 
English ing island, was 
faced with before. The Gre 
nadian like the Dominican is 
an affahie, hospitable, very 
friendly cat. The were 
imposed on Grenada through 
the back door, they were 
brought by thieves in the 
night. When the Grenadian 
woke up he became a very 
frightened man. it was an 
island of fear. You'll under- 
stand then the lethargy and 
the feelingof remorse and the 
feeling ot meapeenenase which 
afflicted the Grenadian. 

NC; Do you have an explana- 
tion for the now obvious 
popular support of Bishop? 
White An answer to this 
would necessitate a visit to 
Grenada. And you would find 
that the crowds in Grenada 
were glad for the opportunity 
to demonstrate their own feel- 
ings. Their slogans spoke for 
themsajves. ‘‘C for Coard and 
C for communism, if we can’t 
get rid of communism bring 
back Gairy"’. Those were the 
slogans that were talked about 
in the demonstration. They 
used Bishop because they 
thought that in Bishop they 
had security, and that's the 
mistake they made. They 
thought that Bishop's people - 
members of the militia were 
armed. This is aot to say that 
Bishop did not have popular 
supfort oa and wi his 
own party. He was the onl 
member of the NJM who ha 
-7 populace image. But he 
did not have broad support, 
definitely not rural support. 
But Bishop was the dar of 
the St. Georges middle class. 


Drum: Earlier where you 
referred to certain documents 
that presently coming to fore 
and that you as these docu- 
ments if foreign exposed 
would depreciate the grevity 
of the problem in Grenada. 


that are currenth being 
exhibited in the United States. 


What ts your reaction to the 
removal of government re- 
cords in Grenada? I under- 
stand throughout all the 
government departments in 
taken to Washington D.C. 
Whose property is that now? 
Is that the property of the 
United States or do they 
belong to the Grenada Govern- 
ment and also the removal of 
all of the armoury, armaments 
on Grenada and flown to mili- 
tary bases in the USA. Do 
those armaments now belong 
to the United States and how 
will they be protected if they 
have no armoury in view of the 
actions that have been taken? 
White: The answer to the first 
part of the question is that the 
records which are being ex- 
hibited are not government 
records. If you examine them 
closely you would see they are 
meetings of the Central Com- 
mittee of the NJM. The govern- 
ment was the PRG. They are 
not records or minutes of the 
Cabinet meetings. So that's 
the property of the defeated 
and conquered party. 

In respect to the armaments 
that are being transported | 
have every confidence in the 
military expertise of the 
friendly forces in Grenada. | 
don't think they are going to 
deplete our capacity to defend 
ourselves. They also realize, 
and this is my personal 
opinion that wo are not very 
fond of guns. As a matter of 
fact once things are back to 
normalcy in Grenada we are 
going to get rid of those guns. 


of what form of 
government you have? 
White: We believe that the 
greatest defense of Grenada is 
a consciousness.... a lifting 


ness of the people. We see a 
proliferation of arms and 
armaments as counter 
productive. We look at Costa 
Rica and Pepe Figures which 
was a classic example. We 
don't feel that the enemy of 
Grenada is internal. The 


enemy of Grenada is external. 
Our treaties will protect us. 


who was trying to see how he 
could secure leadership of the 
NJM through influence in the 
central or ruling clique with- 


the sincerity and brutality of 
Bobby Clark. I don’t know 


National Security, and Coard 
in his absense might have per- 
formed certain acts. I could 
not conceive that the Prime 
Minister for National Security 
could not have counted them if 
he found them unsavoury. 


D.B.S.: What Is the feeling of 
the Grenadian ? 
White: The fee of the Gre- 
nadian people is one of joy and 
jubilation and relief. I don't 
understand how a_e world 
community could base it’s 
position on a lack of informa- 
tion or some abstract 
wrinciple. Surely there must 
a relationship between the 
invader anf the invaded, be- 
tween the conqueror and the 
conquered. One would see in 
histo the conqueror 
imposing his might and 
and the conquered 
away in sorrow and weeping, 
that is not the position in Gre- 
nada. An opinion poll would 
be a very resounding rebuttal 
to the accusations of inter- 
ference. An opinion poll would 
indicate the well accepted fact 
by Grenadians that without 
the multi-national forces a lot 
more of us would have died. 











ceased’’ in Grenada. How- 


White: Well hostility must of 
course, take in it's broader 
context much more than just 
sniping. Hostilities would 
insinuate that there are indis- 
positions between one people 
and another. What you have 
are Cubans on the run into the 
hills sniping out of fear 
possibly.... sniping to secure 
their positions. I don't think it 
is an organized thing. Definite- 
ly | agree with the Defense 
Secretary that hostilities have 
ceased and things are on the 
wane. There is no organized 
defense. 

D.B.S.: Can you tell us about 
the treatment duriag your 
detainment? 

White: It is hardly a thing | 
like to speak about. 
Horrendous might be a very 
good descriptive word. Cer- 
tain entries are still in- 
describable. | saw friends of 
mine being placed into bee 
hives. For instance, electric 
shocks were used, as a matter 
of course, peoples toe-nails 
were taken out. | saw people 
placed in a wire cage and tied 
to flag poles for five long 
weeks without a roof. They 
were wet by rain and dried by 
the sun. There were many tor- 
tures but worse of all was the 
disorientation _ that 

sought to effect. Like placing 
you into dark cells, and you 


never knew what time of day it 
was, you never knew what 
day it was, you lost count. It 
was 4 very terrible 
experience 

Drum: Whet disturbe many, 
particularly journalists and 
aot only in North America but 
im the Caribbean and here in 
Dominica, ie that we find it 
very easy to get statistics an 
US dead, wounded and miss- 
ing. But up to the present day 
we find !t very difficult to find 
eut exactly how many Grena- 
dians have died? How many 
have been wounded? How 


many are missing? We under- 
stand that there ars figures as 
high ac 6000 Grenadians dis- 
located. Could you assist us in 
understanding the human 
conditions in Grenada of 
people as a result of the War? 
White: I don't know that 
people have been dislocated. | 
know that people have been 
relocated. Because the 
Cubans decided to strike back 
and put themselves in very 
densely populated areas. A 
tactical manouvre. So | don't 
know about dislocation. | 
know about relocation. 

But it strikes me also that 
news coming out of Greneda 
must have been very difficult 
for you even while we were in 
detention. I cannot remember 
journalists being particularly 
concerned about the over 
3,000 people who were in 
detention. ' find it very 
strange. But notwithstanding 
this loss of life in Grenada has 
been very minimal when we 
deal in the context of what 
was the kind of military 6x- 

fighting against the 
multinational forces. You must 
realize as Fidel himself ad- 
mitted that the Cubans were 
well trained. The Americans 
said that they were very pro- 
fessional. Loss of vrenadian 
life has been kept at a very 
very minimum, because not 
many Grenadians fought. 
Drum: Can you give us 4 
figure? A suggested figure? 
I could'nt give you an accurate 
figure at this point in time. 
N.C.: Regarding the joy that 
Grenadian: are currently ex- 
and reflecting as 4 


af joy that they felt in 1979 
when the NJM siezed power? 

White: No, not at all. In 1979, 
you had the reflection not of a 
pro-Bishop sentiment but of an 
anti-Gairy sentiment. Young 
Grenadians found out then 
they had an opportunity 4 
chance to build, their political 
process in their own image 
and likeness, to restructure 
the economy to the many 
things that they thought young 
intellectual direction would 
have achieved. Today the joy 
is spontaneous. A feeling of 
relief, similar to what a man 
who has been sentenced to die 
feela when he gets 4 reprieve 


CANA: What would you say 
was the role of the Cubans in 
Grenada during the reign of 
the Bishop administration. 
White: Well they were in 
charge, there's no doubt in my 
mind about that. Even in the 
jails they were in charge 
overall of security. They built 
all the towers. When the 
bakery baked bread they got 
the best. The Cuban was the 
No 1. citizen in our country. 
There's no doubt in my mind 
about that at all. 

Drum: Mr. White about politi- 
cal prisoners. I have heard 
you refer on more than one 
eccasion in this press con- 
ference to the Budlall 
brothers. Under Bishop's 
regime the Budlall brothers 
were projected to be crimi- 
nals. What is your view of the 
Budlall brothers? And what 
were they supposed to have 
besa guilty af? 


Under the Bishop regime as 
well, the Budlall brothers 
were heroes. They were the 
ones who took 7/8 of the 
country on March 13th. They 
were the persona! friends and 
ideological companions of 
Maurice Bishop. They were 
heroes. Their only mistake 
was to dare to talk for the 
working class in a place called 
Tivoli. To dare to ask the 
Government to make good its 
promised agragrian reform 
and to have workers rights. 
That was their crime... They 
became counter revolutionary 
criminals after that. 
Drum: What about political 
prisoner Derek Romain? 
White: Bulall, as we call him. 
A tower of strength in the jail 
A muslim of the deepes* con- 
viction. As a matter of fact it 
was through Bulall that I got 
introduced to the Koran a 
book that I now treasure with 
great pride and a feeling of 
closeness 

He is well, and I wish him 
well 
Drum: Is he free? 
White: Oh yes! He is free. 
GIS: Some international news 
papers have referred to the 
US intervention as one meant 
to establish a puppet sort of 
government in Grenada. A 
particular group of Grena- 
dians living out of Grenada 
was mentioned. How do you 
associate the two? 








White: People who are 
opposed to Grenada and 
opposed to any firm govern- 
ment that is not leftist would 
say Many things. | expect that 
from them. When | was in jail 
they were very quiet. The 
silence was so loud that we 
cov!n't hear. They could not 
see then that the abuses of 
civil rights was an indictment 
on a socialist community that 
kept quiet. They could not see 
that. They came to Grenada 
and imfrenzied hurrays told 
Bishop ong live solidarity’; 
“forward ever and backward 
never’. When the people 
groaned they laughed. When 
we wept they were happy. 
Today they are talking about 
the possibility of a puppet 
government. | find it very in- 
consistent. Grenadians would 
build and develop their own 
process in their own way. Our 
foreign policy would be one 
of non alignment. The people 
who were there outeide, who 
were fighting for us were 
Grenadians, they were moved 
because Grenadians at home 
could not do a thing. They 
were under the threat of the 
gun. The guns were in their 
throats. My friend Renold left 
his practice in Trinided, a 
very lucrative practice. Dr. 
Keith Mitchel..... The list is 
very, long, at great personal 
sacrifice. Today we have to 
recognise them. Today we re- 
cognize their sacrifice not only 
out of a sense of loyalty but 
also out of a sense of pride. 
And there is nobody who can 
ever be,uear and smudge 
integrit~ uf hose distinguished 
persons in Grenada. 

NC: Mr. White, on- the 
question of government and 
returning to normaicy in Gre- 
nada. How easy do you think 
that process is going to be fo 
view of the remnants of t/se 
PRG movement that must vow 
still remain in Grenada. 
White: They are entirely 4s- 
credited. Not only are thoy 
discredited, but people were 
frustrated with the lacklustre 
performance of the PRG, 
including a lot of young people 
where the PRG had its 
support. Relief as I said, per- 
vadiug the whdle social 
structure in Grenada is almost 
tangible, it is so there, it is so 
glowing. I mentioned before 
the healing period. My great- 
est fear is mistrust. The 
people weuld know how many 


times their hands went up in 
the rallies. They would now 
feel, quite rightly, a sense of 
remorse and a sense of guilt. 
The other people would know 
how many people shouted for 
their deaths and maybe feel 
that revenge may be the order 
of the day. I don't want this in 
my country. | think the 
remedy, the prescription has 
to be one of healing. We 
believe that hate is a negative 
emotion, that hate is mental 
poisoning, that hate cannot 
achieve. We would havs to 
bring the Chruch on in a very 
big way. We'll have to under- 
stand the morality on which 
we must stand. This is a 
problem. The problem is not a 
political problem. The 
problem is more than that. It's 
a spiritual problem. 
CANA: Mr. White how would 
you describe the state of the 
Grenadian economy at this 

t in time. 

ite: It is in shambles. It 
was in shambles for a long 
time because our foreign 
policy did not coincide with 
our objectives. In other words 
we were cursing people that 
we wanted to trade with in a 
very special way. The prin- 
ciple thing to have done then, 
should have been to disengage 
the. economy from the western 
connection if you want to deal 
with your eastern socialists. 
Unfortunately we don't have 
that kind of vision. So nutmegs 
were not bought by anybody, 
not only because of a 
recession but because of our 
foreign policy. Bananas were 
on their way out and Geest 
hardly wanted to come to Gre- 
nada. Our tourist industry fell 
down because Americans, 
Canadians, British people, 
Europeans felt it very unsafe 
to come to Grenada because of 
the diatribes against the so 
called imperialist position. So 
you understood that the 
pillars on which our economy 
stood were cracked, and was 
falling. 
DRUM: Mr. White, on the 
ideological point, am I to get 
the from what you 
have said at different points 
that you are not so much 
opposed to socialism as a con- 
cept but that you are opposed 
to Marxist, Leninism and 





White: Quite clearly, 
socialism as an economic con- 
cept one cannot be opposed to 
Socialism as an economic con- 
cept must of necessity relate 
and respond to the cultural 
stream through which the 
people have come. It must re- 
spond and relate to their 
whole political overview. Must 
respond and relate to their 
level of consciousness. In our 
words socialism which admits 
a state sector, which recog- 
nizes the impact and the im- 
portance of the private 
sector.., which seeks to sup- 
port a co-operative sector.... 
which understands welfare 
for those who are too sick and 
to weak to work, is not only 


-human socialism,... it is in my 


way of thinking, a necessity - a 
human to human relationship. 
I-cannot however accept the 


doctrinaire straight jacketed 
Marxism Leninism 


without 


-any foundation of morality. | 


Cannot accept that the end 
justifies the means. 

NC: There's a certain school 
of thought that suggests that 
Grenadians seem to have a 
tendency for mischief. First of 
all, they somehow attracted 
Geiry, they subsequently 
attracted Bishop. And the fact 
that they have to face the polls 
again, they may very well 
attract Gairy again. What do 
you think le gaing to he the key 
stone in safe guarding Grena- 
da from falling back into this 
kind of mischief. 

White: I want to first of all 


delete the word mischief. Gre- 
nadians might have been ex- 
posed to misfortune. Definitely 
not mischief. Mischief conotes 
a conscious act of wrong do- 
ing. More seriously, we have 
had growing pains. And some- 
times one might say that out of 
the pain and the sorrow of 
wrong doing. comes forward 
and comes forth a great uplift 
a spiritual rearmament so 
necessary for maturity. So the 
trauma and turmoil through 
which we have been put are 
good lessons, how much we 
have learnt from them vou will 
see in due course. 

Drum: What are the hasic 
differences between the pre- 
sent state of emergincy in 
Grenada which does deprive 
Grenadians further uncon- 
stitutional and civil liberties 








and the .... 96 hour curfew, 
and the state of emergency 
that was brought on during 
the time of the so-called 
Austin/Coard nightmare? 
White: But could you seriously 
believe in the question you 
asked? On the one hand 
people are rejoicing... people 
are helping the marines find 
plotters and makers of mis- 
chief. The state of emergency 
is necessary to get things 
together. You don't only have 
a military state of emergency, 
you have a state of emergency 
with respect to work, to get 
the water supplies back and 
that kind of thing. Austin's 
curfew on the other hand was 
to protect their own skins 
irrespective of the suffering of 
Grenadians. It must be the 
first time in the Caribbean 
that you had a four day 
curfew. Twenty four hours a 
day. Could you imagine what 
would have happened if some- 
body were having pains.... 
child birth? 
GIS: For your view what are 
the lessons to be learnt from 
the Grenada situation? 
White: Principally that it is 
suicidal to go outside of the 
constitutional limitations to 
seek power. It Is sven more 
suicidal to accept the seekers 
of power who goes outside of 
constitutional means We 
have to understand that the 
morality on which our lives 
should he based must be en- 
shrined in a constitution. We 
have to understand that the 
traditional moods and our 
codes of conduct will have to 
be reflected in our actions. In 
other words the experimen- 
tation in Grenada has been 
costly. We have to return to 
things we know best. We have 
to understand also that there 
is necessity in a_ spiritual 
awakening. [n other words the 
brotherhood of man working 
in a very tangible way. But | 
think most importantly we 
have understood in Grenada 
that Governments should be of 
laws not of men 
CANA: One of the primary 
cencerns of America over 
Grenada has been the building 
af the International Airport at 
Point Salines. Do you think 
that the airport was being de- 
signed for the purposes which 


the USA feared or said that it 
was being built for? 

White: The airport was de- 
signed for dual purposes. No- 
body can deny the commer- 
cial importance cf an Inter- 
national Airport in Grenada. 
Nobody can deny as well that 
the almost total village in 
which arms and ammunition 
was stored was not designed 
only for Grenada but to make 
Grenada a_ trans-shipment 
point. I think you are very 
fortunate in Dominica as 
indeed the other smal! islands 
are very fortunate, that that 
kind of trans-shipment is no 
longer a possibility. Because | 
know how many youth teams 
came down to Grenada to 
practice football an cricket 
ostensibly and to make 


friends. And we know how 
many of them were trained in 
the grand army. | think you're 
very fortunate that those 
caches of arms were discover- 
ed in Grenada at the right 
time. 

DBS: Mr. White Grenada is 
not a republic. It still has a 
constitutional head - Governor 
General Sir Paul Scoon, is the 
representative of the Queen. 
How do you view the role of 
Britain in this Grenadian 
situation? 7 

White: Absolutely disastrous. 
We were very flabbergasted, 
that Britain could have been 
unaware of the situation as it 
obtained in Grenada. We are 
disappointed. It has shown us 
the reliability of Britain. It has 
shown up her intelligence 
services. It has shown how 
important we’ d?e to Britain in 
the Caribbean. I think 
Britain's performance can 
on!y be _ discribed as 
djsastrous. 

i4C: You've talked about the 
importance of government 
living by constitutions and 
principles, governments of 
laws and not of men. The 
experience which Grenada 
has been through indi- 
cated that certain of the laws 
and principles upheld in 
forums like the UN can be 
effective in making appear 
wrong the actions like those 
which took place in Grenada. 

It would seem then, and may- 
be you'd like to agee with this 
or not that the enlightening 


consciousness you talked 
about, which is desirable 
the people of Grenada, 
the Caribbean and indeed the 
world, would necessitate and 
a review of some of those con 
stitutions, some of those laws, 
some of those principles which 
those bodies uphold? 
White: I think the UN acted 
out of a vacuum they did not 
have enough information. And 
ideological persuasions were 
made, evidently because it is 
quite correct, in my view, that 
one power must not invade 
another power and so infringe 
its sovereignty. The people are 
sovereign. The government 
represents the people. In 
Grenada there was no govern- 
ment. A government cannot 
exist on tts own. A government 
cannot exist in a hole. Nobody 
recognised Austin as the 
government. People were 
appalled at the brutality 
which ke meted out to their 
own leaders. The OECS set 
into motion a rescue mission, 
sensing quite accurately 
based on its own intelligence, 
the muffled cries of the Grena- 
dian people. They have been 
vindicated by the reception 
that the forces have been 
given. 
Drum: You have indicated that 
the NJM has been discredited. 
Rightly so, however, there are 
other former members of the 
Bishop faction which to our 
knowledge are quite free in 
Grenada today, there are 
politicians what is there to 
stop them from contesting 
elections in a new policital 
title? 
White: There is nothing in the 
world to stop them because we 
aré aiming at a free country. 
But there is also nothing in the 
world that would absolve them 
from their complicity in the 
crimes that Bishop was re- 
sponsible for. They share 
what we call collective 
responsibility 
NC; You did not tell us why 
you were in Dominica? Is it 
part of a Caribbean tour? 
White: Yes, it is part-of a 
thank you Caribbean tour, be- 
cause without the strength 
and the courage of the Prime 
Ministers of the OECS, and the 
Prime Ministers of the two 
MDC's and of course the Pres- 
sident of the US we would 
have been still lanquished in 
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people would put their coun- 
tries before themselves. That 
is why I suggested before as 
broad an umbrella as possible 
‘o accommodate all kinds of 
ideological persuasions except 
the communist, and all kinds 
of political histories. So that 
we can across the board hold 
our hands and put our country 
first. In response and in 
thanks to the tremendous 
stand taken by those who 
liberated us. It would be most 
embarrassing if Grenadians 
were to bicker and fight 
among themselves having just 
been liberated by other peopis 
putting there political future 
on the line for us. 

Drum: Mr. White there has 
been Caribbean crit'cism of 
US press censorship of the 
war in Grenada. Are you 
awere of this criticiem? If so 
what is your opinion? 

White: I am aware of the cri- 
ticism. I am also aware that 
nobody said a word when 
there was press censorship in 
Grenada. It seems to me that 
democracy cannot blow hot 
cold at the same time. It seems 
to me thet those voices were 
very silent befors. It seems to 
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me that they are now enjoying 
a freedom that | lost a long 
time ago. 
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trap? 

White: My rd as a parlia- 
mentarian is enough 
guarantee for them 


meat. Is that correct? 

White: Yes, what ever the 
Democratic movement is, 
what ever it would evolve into 
1 am with that movement. 


White: I'll answer you by say- 
ing that if you know you have a 
bundle of wood, different 
pieces, and you attempt to tie 
it with a string you have not 
created unity. Because there 
is no fusion. Once the string is 


epart again. In other words 
fd advise all political parties 
wishing to engage in alliances 
and coalitions to have a 
common ‘platform - things and 
principles on which they all 
stand _._ together. Not 
necessarily built on what they 
stand against. 
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[Interview with Governor General Sir Paul Scoon by Ken Gordon, managing 
director of the TRINIDAD EXPRESS; date and place not given] 


Q: 


A: 


Q: 
A: 


Q: 
A: 


[Text ] 


Grenada's Governor-General Sir Paul Scoon, 


has given his first interview with a Caribbean news- 


paper. 


Last week he spoke to Ken Gordon, managing director 
of the TRINIDAD EXPRESS who questioned him on a num- 
ber of current and past matters in connection with 


the Grenada turmoil of the last month. 


Here, in question and answer form, is that inter- 


view. 


Sir Paul, at what pojnt did 
you form the view that you 
would have to seek 
essistance from outside? 

On Sunday 23, in the even- 


What led you to decide 
that? 

Because of the deteriorating 
situation, what | thought to 
be the deteriorating situation 
of the military council. 

Up to that point what had 
been your relationship with 
the ary council? 

My relationship was always 
very good. They came to me 
soon after they assumed 
power and told me what 
their plans were. They kept 
me in the picture as to what 
they were doing. As to 
whether or not | approved of 
the things they wanted to do 
is a different matter. I do not 
wish to comment on that. 


: So that it was after the 


rime minister had been 
Filed that you then took this 


A: Oh, from the time that the 


prime minister was killed 
people were ringing me, 
writing me and sending 
messages saying, Mr. 
Governor-General, you have 
to do something. We are 
on you. You are 
the only man left now. What 
are you doing about it. 
People were so shocked and 
people obvious:y did not 
relish the thought of ha 
military people in contro 
and from that time they were 


pane Fly me, please do 
. about it. So the 
between the 19th and 
iatervention by the 
Caribbean and United States 
forces was a very difficult 
for'Ine. Very, very dif- 
pertod for me. 


When Gd ceoatect t 
seek that caiienest " 


A: There was a lot of 


diplomatic movement be- 
tween my house and several! 
other people. That I do not 
wish to comment on but 


eventually we had to make a 
formal request to the OECS. 


: Was there some problem 


about the fact AY you did 
net contact ~~ 

verament? Being the 
fucen's oa in 


Grenada, you regard 


any wey in 


a tment? 
A: They n't conflict at all. 


Her oon ogg A hes many 
governments. You see lots of 
people don't understand the 
constitutional position of 
Grenada. The Queen is the 
head of Grenada and the 
British government can't dic- 
tate to the govetnment of 
Grenada what to do nor can 
the British government give 
any orders to the governor- 
eral of Grenada. 

e Queen is the Queen of 
Grenada as distinct from the 
Queen of Britain as distinct 
from the Queen of Canada, 
or Australia as the case may 











be. | think people miss that 
point all the time. I don't 
understand all this about the 
British government. 
| have no thought at ali of 
contacting the British 
government On this matter. 
We had to act closely with 
the OECS. We are part of the 
OECS. And t were the 
ones mounting the initiative 
in the first case. 
Q: Were you aware at the time 
that you contacted the OECS 
that this would probably 


the Americans in?’ 
A: Oh yes. | was aware of that. 


Q: And you had no reservation 
about this? 

A: No. Not really. No. | felt that 
all: glen tber whe . OECS 
forces or even the whole 
Caribbean area, with all the 
forces put together couldn't 
quell any sort of rebellion 

- here because |! knew, 
although | didn't know the 
exact amount, and was hor- 
rified that we had so much 
arms and ammunition in this 
country. | knew that we were 
well-stocked with arms and 
ammunition. 

Q: And how do you feel today 
in the light of events that 
have since taken place? 

A: Well, | feel that thie was the 
right thing. | know there has 
been lots of theoretical talk 
about the proe and cons of 
what has happened but | 
think the Grenadian people 
wanted it and since they 
wanted it, I think that 
— the right thing_was 


8. 
Q: Do you have any doubt that 
the people of Grenade did in 
fect weat sech interven- 


tlou? 

A: Ihave absolutely no doubt in 
my mind that of 
Grenada wanted this. This 
they felt was the only way 
out. 

Q: Did yon feel let down 


and Tobago's 
tien ? 


A: Ob no. I have no quarrel 
with Trinidad and Tobago at 
all. As 1 sakd before, a 
government has «4 right to 
take whatever action it 
wants to take and hecause 
Trinidad and Tobago did not 
support the business of in- 
tervention it does not mean 
that Trinidad and Tobago 
can't be friendly with 
Grenada 


In fact | hope that we are 
great friends. | look forward 
io at hening the bonde of 
unity which are very natural 
and very close and | am cofifi- 
dent that in due course the 


Trinidad and Tobago govern- 
ment will want to help 


acted under the electoral 
system. And they would ed- 
se me just as cabinet would 
, advise. Except that perha 
' during the intertm period | 
ean be more. involved. 
Under the electoral system 
the government advises the 
governor-genera! and he vir- 
tually has to do what the 
government says. But | think 
in my case it will be 
necessary sometimes to do 
more things in my own 
deliberate judgment. 
: You will in fact then be 


correct 

A: | think one can look at it that 
way Yer Rut it doaan't 
mean, of course, that they 
don't have léeway. They can 
do the running of the 
ministries just like any 
minister would do in the 
system such as you know 
And they would direct 
policy. They would take cer- 
tain isions. But there will 
be many more matters that 
they will have to discuss with 
me before final action is 
taken. 

Q: Will these be spelt out in 
clearly defined terms of 
reference so that they will 
know the terms of reference 
of their authority? 

A: No, no, no. | don’t intend to 
do that at all. In fact I am 
very conscious of the fact 
that I am the Queen's 
representative and so my job 
is more ory less just a 
ceremonial one. 


No, I don't act that way. | 
don't want to act as a politi- 
cian at all. | think the people 
who have been invited to 
form the government are 
people | can understand. We 
all talk the same kind of 
language. | don't foresee any 


conflict at al) and they would 
be quite free to act as if they 
were ministers. 

Q: Sir Paul, how much longer 
de you think the Americans 
are J to rvemain in 


Grenada 
A: Well, I can't say for sure but 
continue as they are 
we hope to get out all 


ubans 7 are a 
menace. | must say there are 
some other people from the 
Caribbean region who were 
& total menace to the peace 
and security of our country. 

>: You mean these re- 


some people who came here 
to work as civil servants and 
they took part in the distur- 
bances. For instance it has 
been reported to me that 
there was a certain cabinet 
secretary who is holding out 
on Fort Frederick to the very 
end. A woman at that. A per- 
manent Secretary, dreseed in 


uniform. 
Q: Free one of the islands? 
A: From Guyana. | mean this is 


widely known. This is no 
secret. So this is the kind of 
thing we have to contend 
with. So there are still these 
people. We have to look at 
them very carefully. 

But as you will see for 
ourself, peace and order 
as been restored very 
rapidly and the Grenadian 
a are anxious to get on 
with their wav of life and |! 
think within a very short 
time, within days or even 
next week or wéek after. 
We are constantly review 
the situation, I havé a brief- 
ing every morning and then | 
would say that the 
Americans will not remain 
here a day longer than is 
necessary. 
Q: Weuld you like to see 

Trinidad 
which 


and Tobago involv- 
Sere te 
ve to 


replace the Americans 
when they leave? 
>: Well, on the peace keeping 
force issue, | would definite 
ly have to take counsel. This 
has to be a collective thing 
I'll have to consult the OECS 
on that. For this is a joint 
endeavour. 
Q: Whea. are you hoping to 
have elections in Grenada? 
A: Elections must definitely be 
held within the coming year 


Q: 19847 


A: 1964. Yes. Some people ure 
of the view that six months is 
too short a period bat | want 














to do this as rapidly as possi- 
ble for I don't want to be in a 
position of where we are car- 
rying on an interim govern- 


ment very long. 
Once the stage is set then we 
are going to supervise an 
election which we hope to do 
very quickly. 
We then appoint a boun- 
daries commission and have 
the registration which we 
haven't had for years. And 
the party activity will begin. 
I think we should have elec- 
tions. I wouldn't hazard a 
. | have within my 
reast the kind of month that 
is a possibilitity but | 
wouldn't like to say yet for 
certain whether this month 

Q: Did you feel f in 

: you youree ] 
danger at any stage during 
the recent pest? 

A: Weil of course. Yes. I was in 
this house and had to be mov- 
ed out at the earliest possible 
time. But in my position you 
know ! ama great believer in 
God. | pray a lot. And I am 
not really afraid of danger. 


Thaak Sir 
Be you very much, 
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NOMINICA'S CHARLES HOPZS GAIRY WILL STAY AWAY 
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[Text | 


OUSTED' Grenadian prime 
minister, Sir Eric Gairy, is free 

to return to his homeland 
However, chairman of the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States and 
— Minister Dominica, 
enia Ch hopes 


y Eugenia Charies, 
thet “his good sense would keep 


him out.” 
to the Press 
yesterday Miss Charlies 
responded to questions about 
her earlier statements that Sir 
Eric would not be welcomed in 
Grenada. 
She said: ‘It wes our 
that it would be much better = 
if those strong 
elements that might be 
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It is his country and | think 
ee Cc 
that unless the Governor- 
General did 


think that if he likes Grenada as 
much as we do he will stay out. 


67 


ne prescigin ur 


Miss Charies noted that the 


are really concerned with. If 
they have any love for their 
country they should eee out 
and let the country settle 











LEADER OF CARIBBEAN PEACE-KEEPING FORCI 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 


by Vincent Tulloch] 


The Canbbean peace-keeping force in Grenada is 
confident that with the withdrawal of the Amen- 
cans it will be able to provide the necessary 
secunty for the country. 


In an interview on Thursday, November 3, at the 
official residence of former Deputy Pnme Minister 
Bernard Coard, which now serves as the headquarters 
of the Canbbean force, Major Allan Douglas of the 
Jamaica Defence Force JDF) said that the regional 
soldiers could cope with any threat to internal secunty. 


In discussing the secunty situation he said “ | am 
very confident that we will be able to deal with any 
situation that may develop when the Americans go. 
Indeed, as far as secunty goes, we are now actually in 
charge of thar.” 

The vital role played by the 350-strong Canbbean 
force of which Jamaica provides 163, was underscored 
by the commander of the invading forces Vice Admiral 
loseph Metcalf of the United States Navy on Thursday, 
in comments to the Press, prior to a farewell call on 
Governor General Sir Paul Scoon. 

Descnbing the invasion as a ‘superb’ military 
accomplishment, he said,“ I cannot speak for the 
political side, | can speak for the military side. The 
sailors, mannes and soldiers performed absolutely mag 
nificently. | cannot say enough for the Canbbean peace- 
torces who did the same thing. 

* You got to remember, that the Canbbean peace 
forcé was in here from about 9 o'clock, if I recall, and 
the soldiers really did a job.” 

THE CARIBBEAN FORCE has moved from 
the Point Salines Airport and according to Major 
Douglas members are involved in several areas of 
Grenadian life. Already, they have captured several 
tunctionanes of the disbanded Peoples’ Revolutionary 
Army and the Peoplés’ Militia. 


GRENADA 


DISCUSSES SITUATION 


On the other hand they have been guarding the 
main prison—Richmond Hill and the amnesty centre 
for militia men. Several lightening raids have been 
carned out in some difficult areas in which the Canbbe- 
an soldiers swift action have prevented bloody fire 
fights. The capture of Fabian Vernon Gabnel, the pnme 
suspect in the killing of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, 
was one such encounter. 

“We are getting excellent co-operation from the 
Grenadians” chimed Major Douglas. Other members of 
the Caribbean force agree. A Dominican policeman at 
Fort Rupert said “ we are treated well. Grenadians are 
very nice to us. They know that we are here to do a job 
and they are glad to have us.” 

A Jamaican sergeant told me that people are 
supplying them with information at ease. Said he “ we 
will go into a community and ask for such and such a 
person who once served in the militia, and before you 
complete the sentence you get all the information. They 
tell us where all the guns are, and there are many out 
there.” 

The talk in many circles about a Commonwealth 
peace force is not given much chance. The general 
feeling among the top rank of the Canbbean force is 
that since they have been there from the start it is only 
fair that they remain. 

On the lighter side, the Canbbean soldiers and 
policemen have been deployed over the country and in 
particular Saint George's, providing static duty at several 
locations in addition to motonsed and foot patrols in 
the town. 

Internal secunty +s also high on their list and it was 
from that aspéce that the Jamaica Defence Force was 
called upon to send in some of its intelligence officers. 
Now that the reconstruction work is underway, eng)- 
neers and other skilled soldiers are being brought in to 


repair public utilities 








Unlike United States soldiers, the Canbbean sol- 
diers operate under an unnecessary veil of secrecy. 
Photographs can be taken but no names. And they will 
not say much either. This, one senior officer claimed in 
the case of Jamaica is due to reported incidents of 
intimidation of family members here by elements 
hostile to Jamaica’s participation in the Grenada inva- 
sion. 
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ADDITIONAL EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS OF BISHOP'S LAST MOMENTS 
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| Text 


ST. GEORGE'S, 
Grenada — The last 
words of Prime 
Minister, Mr. 
Maurice Bishop, 
before he was cap- 
tured in a room at 
Fort Rupert and later 
executed, were: ‘My 
God, my God. They 
have turned the guns 
against the people,” 
according to an 
eyewitness. 


Several others in the 
room were already dead. 
Schrapnel pieces flew 
from the cinder block 
walls, the air was thick 
with smoke and dust. Out- 
side in the courtyard 
there was machine-gun 
fire and screaming. 


The eyewitness, a nurse 
working at the general 
hospital, near Fort 
Rupert, responded to a 
call for a first aid kit for 
Mr. Bishop, who was at 
the fort and surrounded 


by the crowds who had 
freed him from a week of 
house arrest on October 
19 


Nurse's Story 


As armoured cars and 
soldiers of the People’s 
Revolutionary Army ad- 
vanced on the fort, the 
nurse too was trapped in 
the room by the gunfire. 
She was wounded in the 
arm and is now in seclu- 
sion. 


She gave this account 
of the shooting to Reuters, 
asking that her name not 
be used: 

As the nurse arrived, 
Bishop was hitting on a 
table in the first floor 
room above the court- 
yard. With him were Ms. 
Jacqueline Creft, his 
health minister and com- 
mon law wife, several 
other supporters and a 
handful of soldiers. 


JOYFUL 


Ms. Creft's mother 
came in with a basket of 
sandwiches and juice. 
The scene was joyful, 
friends were hugging Mr. 
Bishop. 

@ were sitting there. 


Paopl 
and then the next thing | heard 
was a blast. It was like a bomb. | 
was sitt on a chair and the 
woman w was stand in 
front of me was lifted up about 
three feet in the air, and she fell 
on me and | was at the bottom, 


and she was above me and her 
body was ripped apart. 
“And then there was shelling. 
Just bullets comes Pay 
a 


eve —. So we just to go 
on t round. The army boys 
were ‘a to us and sayi 


‘please stay down and don’t li t 
your head up’. 


PRAYING 


‘The bullets were just comi 
and the place was in chaos a 
some of the people were praying. 
Maurice was on the ground and 
he kept saying ‘My God, my God. 
They have turned the = 
against the people. Oh my ; 


they have turned the guns 
against the people” 

“You would hear the shelling 
of bullets then it would stop for 
two minutes and then it would 
just start again. You got up to 
move and then you macleed that 
you saw blood everywhere and 
people injured everywhere in the 
room with you. So | just had to lie 
there. Then I got shot in the 
arm.” 

The nurse said she might have 
become hysterical, but a friend 
in the room held her heed be- 
tween his legs to keep her calm 
and quiet 

“Eventually, when all the 
blasting was finished, one of the 
other People’s Revolutionary Ar- 
my guys (in the room), crawled 
out and asked Would you please 
cease oe y firing? There are a lot 
of injured people inside there. Oh 
God would you stop?” 

The nurse said his plea was 
answered by the attacking 
soldiers with a call for everyone 








inside the room to go out with 
their hands in the air, which was 
done. 


STUDENT SHOT 


“There was one child (a stu- 
dent) she got a bullet through the 
head. One of the guys lifted her 
up and two of the other nurses 
came out, two of the other ladies 
came out, and | was the last 
woman out before Jackie (Creft). 

“Tt remember holding my arms 
in the air, and then | heard a 
voice 5 hap Jacqueline Creft is 
here. She's shaking. Hold the 
bitch’. I continued to walk. 

“When | realised | was out of 
the front, | started to run and I 
ran straight into the hospital, 
and when | got into the Casualty 
Department, there was a mess in 
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GRENADIAN, Kenneth Kerr, 25, 
is now in Barbados receiving 
medica] treatment after being in 
the forefront of the release of 
former prime minister, Maurice 
Bishop, from house arrest three 
weeks ago. 

He told his tale to the 
Weekend NATION a day this 
week, while on his way to the 
United Siaites Embassy in 

own ‘to get certain mat- 
ters cl oA 

Mr_Kerr that on the morn- 
ing of October 19, he left his 
home at Western-Hall to go into 
the capital, St. George's, and 
while he met a large crowd 
going to Bishop's home. 

Being a strong supporter of the 
revolution, he wen: along with 
the crowd to the prime minister's 
home, where they were met by 
dozens of soldiers “including 
—— from the top brass like 

ajor Leon Cornwall and 
another they call ‘Goat’ 

“They were all standing in 
front of the gate. and we waited 
until around nine o'clock when 
we were cweng by hundreds of 
school children 


BUSTED GATE 


‘When the crowd got larger 
we busted the gate and went into 
Bishop's verandah. Some of the 
soldiers siarted firing into the air 
from the armoured car which 
was parked in the driveway. | 
want to state that they did not 
fire at the crowd 


the room. People without arms 
and legs. People without eyes 
and a total mess.” 


She said that as she ran down 
the hill from the fort to the 
hospital, she saw bodies lying 
everywhere on the ground, in- 
cluding those of several friends. 

“You had to just step over 
them and go down.” 

It is alleged that this is when 
they (Bishop and his colleagues) 
were executed. 

“When we left the room, 
Maurice, all the names they men- 
tion of the people that were shot, 
they were all alive. They were in 
a line with ua coming out with 
their arms in the air.’ (CANA- 
Reuter) 


Bishop Supporter's Tale 


“At the same time, a student 
who was with us, from the 
Methodist School, fainted and we 
took her into Comrade Bishop's 
verandah.’ 

Mr. Kerr explained that one of 
the leaders in the demonstration, 
a supporter called “Big One’, 
who was later executed by the 


military, opened the front door § 


and saw two guards in a corner 
to the right, where they were 
holding 

Six us, including “Big 
One"’, put our hands in the air 
and walked up to them, They 
had Bishop in a corner with a 
gun tiie head. When we did 
this, @ the ether people just ’ 
started the house, wanting 
to touch ' 

‘While ‘Big One’ and two 
others tried to push off the crowd 
from squeezing Bishop, the rest. 
of us tilted him into the air-emt 
took hig out through the kitél 
door — oe 

‘By this time the crowd 
thousands any Seem we got inte’ 
Upper Lucas Street it Was even, 
larger. There was a tHeck there 


and we put him in tie cabin and'| 


started to drive him to the fart’ 

‘Maurice never said why he 
wanted to go to the fort and so | 
could not say why he was going 
there” 

Mr. Kerr recalled that Jac- 
queline Creft joined them on 
Lucas Street and they put her in 
the truck with Bishop. She was 


not in the house with Bish 
when they went in, he said. 

“While we were driving along 
and the crowd was chanting 
Bishop started to grow pale. 
because, he said, he was weak 
from not eating 

“We stopped the truck, and 
Charlie David, an insurance 
man, reversed his car through 
the crowd and we tock them into 
the car and then went to the 
fort.” , 

Mr. Kerr, then explained what 
took place at Fort Rupert. 

“On reaching the fort, the 
female soldiers at the gate 
stated to shout dirty things like 
“KR them: they want to over- 
throw the revolution: and 
Maurice said he did not come for 
war, but to make peace 

‘Bain and the others who got 
killed joiggd Maurice, and they 


a ta the second floor 
were two civilians 
from our group who had machine 
guns. They stood at the door. One 


of them was the same fellow. 
Big One *. 


WOMEN'S NOISE 


“The rest of us stood there 
waiting fer Bishop and the 
to come Out anc address té, 
Whiteman came out and 
the political man at the fort — | 
can’t semember his name — and 
tol@ him that they had come to 
make peace There was no more 
trouble, although the women 
soldiers were stil! keeping a lot of 














noise. 

“| also witnessed a note come 
out from the room that Maurice 
and the others were in and it was 
handed to a fellow from the 
Telephone Company. I was told 
that he was to disconnect the 
telephones of some of the e 
who had arrested Maurice. This 
was the only slip that came out. 

“About a quarter-of-an-hour 
after, sometime after 11 o'clock, 
| went downstairs and saw some 
“yoy = oes coming up the hill 
to the fort, firing at the people. 
The large crowd drove me back 
.o the wail and I ran up to the top 
of the stairs where the soldiers 
from within the fort were 
~ rr They did not get involv- 

“IT was looking through a win- 
dow from up there and saw a 
man from the Central Committee 
calling back certain people from 
the crowd as they were leaving, 
including school children. | 
remember that a fellow called 
Evelyn Maitland was called 
back, and he was executed with 
the others 

“It wus while | wae looking out 
that this same fellow “‘Goat'’ who 
was at the fort saw me and told 
the soldiers to arrest me that | 
aap ne of the people who freed 


op. 

“I told “Big One” that we 
should have never let him leave 
Bishop's house when we were 
there and none of this would 
have happened. 


“I ran out and saw they were 
carrying Maurice and the others 
through a tunses!. | jum over 
the wall at the back of the fort by 
the hospital, ran down to the sea 
and swam to Pandy Beach and 
then got a drop home.” 

Mr. Kerr said that when he got 
home, his brother who was a 
soldier, came to him and told him 
he was a@ fool to go with Bishop 
and he would not do anything to 
help him. 

As a result he hid with some 
friends, and during the time 
observed soldiers distributing 
guns to people in the area, ap- 
parently in preparation for the 
invasion. 

He then explained how he 
came to be injured. 

He said that while at his home 
Thursday last week he heard the 
American planes bombing the 
area and went into (he basement 
with two other persons who were 
in the house 

‘While there,” he said, ‘‘the 
telephone rang and | wem fo 
answer it and a bomb blew the 


house apart. 

“The fridge was on top of me 
and | could not move and [ was 
groaning. The others heard and 
lifted me out of the house and we 
crawled to the house next door, 
owned by Chester John, where 
we huddled in a bathroom until 
5:30 on Friday morning when | 
was taken to the Ceneral 
Hospital 

“There were a lot of Grena- 
dian soldiers there and the doc- 
tor said he coyld not X-ray my 
hand because he did not have the 
equipment, but gave me an injec- 
tion. 

‘On Saturday morning I went 
to Point Saline Airport and was 
brought to Barbados by the 
United States Air Force where | 
was treated at the Queen 
Clizabeth Hospital (QEH). 


He explained that when all the 
trouble was going on and Bishop 
was under arrest they were only 
adle to hear what was going on 
by listening to radio in Barbados. 


With cracked voice added: ‘'I 
blame Maurice for all this. This 
iS my first time in Barbados and 
all the time he passed through 
Barbados and come back telling 
the people of how bad Tom 
Adams and Bajans were. He 
should not have done that. 

“We now thank the DBarha- 
diang and all the others for what 
they have cone. All those «sho 
have been criticising the action 
should now tell us what would 
have become of us if they did not 
come ill. 

‘Although he was under great 
pressure from that criminal 
council he should have talked to 
the people and none of this would 
have happened 

Rael whe punishment he felt 
should be given to Bernard Coard 
and Hudson Austin for the trou- 
ble they had caused in Grenada, 
Mr. Kerr nodded his head and 
slowly said: 

“It should be slow and harsh 

.. Slow and harsh.”’ 


Sylvia Belmar's Report 
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ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada — A woman who helped mobilise people to 
free Maurice Bishop from house arrest said saw soldiers place 
the slain ex-prime minister and three cabinet colleagues against a 
wall at the Fort Ru army headquarters shortly after it had been 
bombarded with ts and heavy gunfire on October 19. 


Sylvia Belmar's statement to reporters here is so far the nearest 
to an eyewitness account of the reported execution of Mr. Bishop by 
soldiers under orders from a military junta that was toppled by a 
United States led invasion six days later. 

Ms Belmar said that in the morning she had organised transport 
for people travelling from Grenville to the capital, St. George's to 
demonstrate against Mr. Bishop's detention resulting from a leader- 
ship row within his left-wing New Jewel Movement ( ) government. 


She was not present when a large crowd stormed Mr. Bishop's 
home and freed him. But in the afternoon she found herself weaned in 
a Ford Rupert room with Mr. Bishop and a number of supporters, 
when soldiers in armoured cars opened f're on the barracks. 

Her daughter was shot in the head in the first hail of bullets and 
fell bleeding. A woman died, the bottom part of her body blown away, 
Ms Belmar said. 


Ms Belmar said the soldiers at the fort had been disarmed at the 
request of Mr. Bishop and therefore the shooting had to come from the 
armoured cars. 

When it all started Mr Bishop was at a table jotting notes on a 
piece of paper, presumably preparing for a countrywide address he 
vanted to deliver through a telephone hook-up from Fort Rupert. 


‘ When the shooting stopped, Ms Belmar said, she went out of the 
room just ahead of Mr Bishop, Jacqueline Creft who was minister of 
education, Unison Whiteman, minister of external affairs, and Norris 
Bain, minister of housing. 

‘| saw when they (the soldiers) lined them up on a wall and asked 
them to surrender,’ said Ms Belmar. “And when I saw that! bent low 
through the armoured cars and went to the hospital. . . because there 
were some people in front with my daughter.” 


Six minutes later, Ms Belmar hear shooting from the fort. ‘‘It 
seems as though they were executing those comrades — the four of 
them,"’ she concluded. 

A. Belmar held no office in the NJM but staunchly supported Mr 
Bishop. 

Ms Belmar recounted how she worked her way through the 
crowd in the fort until she got close to Mr. Bishop. 

‘He seemed to be weak. Two men had to be holding each hand to 
~ him up in the air to show the crowd that he was alive. And all | 

eard him saying was thank God, the masses. Thank God the masses. 


‘Then they (people) took and brought him in the building. There 
were people with a lot of alcolado. They started sopping him down. 

‘And when he regained a little congciousness he called to the 
chief man up in the army who was Christopher Stroude, the major, 
and he told him: ‘well the masses are here and | would not like the 
soldiers to shoot at them. My reason for coming here, as you know 
Radio Free Grenada is off the air. the telephone is also off and f would 
like to contact my people of Grenada and the reet of the world and 
when | finish speak to them, I can die.’ 

‘So he then asked Christopher what he thought, and asked if the 
soldiers were going to shoot at the crowd. Christopher assured him 
that they would not 

So he said, ‘‘Christopher, that may be your wish, but I'm afraid 
they (the soldiers) might ee at the masses and | would not like it."’ 

Ms Beimar said Mr Stroude volunteered to let Vince Noel, a trade 
unionist, accompeny him to ascertain that the men were disarmed. 

Mr Noel did go with Mr Stroude. He disarmed the men and he 
brought back the fe (of the armoury, presumably) to Mr Bishop. 

As we were there, Maurice called on me and he asked me to get 
him a drink of water. He said: ‘make sure you get that water for me, 
Sylvia.’ 


| 
a 











“Christopher Stroud then called to another soldier and he gave 
him the’key for the canteen and told him to go and open the canteen 
and let me have some water and some carib (locally made beer) for 
Maurice and the other guys. 

So we went. The fellow opened . . . he gave me a tub with water 
with ice in it and he put half dozen of carib beer in a carton and we 
brought it for Maurice. He drank it all. Maurice had on a short pants 
and what | observed behind his foot, his right foot, some marks 
like bullet marks. About five. 


‘So I called to him and I said ‘brother Maurice it seems as though 
they shot you when you were under house arrest.’ 

‘He laughed and he told me: “sister Sylvia, thank God | am still 
alive. Because | could have been dead today.’ He didn't disclose 
whether 7 shot him or not. 

‘Some fellows from the telephone company came, two of them, 
and he spoke to them and he told them he would like to get the lines 
connected to speak to Radio Free Grenade and to the rest of the 
world. So Christopher Stroude came with two guns and he gave them 
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WYNTER: Mr. Pnme Minister, the 
Jamaica Exporiers Association has ex- 
pressed the view that a letter signed by 
you dated November 4, has been quite 
offensive, as legal action has been 
threatened against those who have not 
remitted sums of foreign exchange out- 
standing 90 days after the shipment of 
their products. Did you think that in 
view of your government's stard of 
supporting the private sector, that this 
was a wise action to have taken? 

P.M.: The Government's support 
for the private sector obviously does not 
extend to supporting the retention of 
foreign exchange earned by exports 
abroad for a period after they should be 
remitted a¢cording to law. This depnves 
the country of its foreign exchange 
earnings and logically, could never be a 
part of our policy. The retention of 


these earnings abroad 1s not an over- 
night development, ror is it one of 
lumited scale. It fire: came to my atten 
tion last year November and according- 
ly, on investigation we discovered tha 
the system of documentation for ex- 
ports was such that the goods shipped 
were recorded on one form, but the 
value in terms of funds to be remitted 
through the Bank of Jamaica on another 
form, and the two forms never met. | 
therefore assigned the J.N.E.C. the re- 
sponsibili.y of working with the other 


agencies to create a single form for 
purposes of monitonng exports and 
export earnings. This was completed in 
February of this year, and the monitor- 
ing programme commenced at that time 
and as recently as August of this year we 
had a complete list of all exports and 
the earnings of these exports together 
with the penods of time which these 
exports were being held overseas. 


AT THE TIME | notified the Bank 
of Jamaica that action would have to be 
taken to ensure the remittance of earn- 


ings over the period allowed. It was 
discovered that the Exchange Control 
Law did not give us any authonty to 
require the surrender of these receipts, 
hence an order had to be prepared 
under the Exchange Control Law giving 
such authonty to the Government. This 
was done, and as a result of this the 
Governor of the Bank of Jamaica, Hon. 
Horace Barber, called in all exporters 
with funds which they had not surren- 
dered in excess of $100,000, and ad- 
vised them that these earnings would 
have to be surrendered to the Bank of 
Jamaica; and if they were in any difficul- 
ty they should consult with the Bank of 
Jamaica, and furthermore, if the figures 
on individual accounts given to the 
exporters were in dispute, they should 
have their auditors notify the Bank of 
Jamaica. This was in September. 





[ regret to say that very little took place after that meeting. Some 
responded by indicating that the sums in question had either been fully or 
in part remitted through commercial banks which had failed to notify the 
Bank of Jamaica, and others indicated that there were difficulties in remit- 
ting within the 90-day period required by law. In such instances the Bank 
of Jamaica undertook to have the commercial banks rectify the accounts and 
were lenient with those companies that found it difficult to respond within 
the 90 days by requiring them to make firm arrangements for such period as 
would be necessary. 


October passed and still nothing was done by way of the response that was 
expected from the exporters which left me, regrettably, in the position 
that if the Governor of the Bank of Jamaica had made this personal appeal 
to exporters anc got little response, then the only remaining course of 
action was for me as Minister of Finance to take the next step and that 
was to write to them individually. In this instance letters were drafted 
and sent out not only to those exporters in which the amounts which were 
being held overseas were in excess of $100,000, but also to those holding 
less than $100,000. 


But as | said earlier, the practice was not a limited one because in fact 
there are 351 companies involved. But the letter which I wrote to exporters 
indicated that if the amounts which were quoted in each letter were in dis- 
pute, taney could raise questions with the Bank of Jamaica to rectify to the 
Bank of Jamaica within the period up to November 18. If they failed to do 
so, there was no other course of action but the inevitable one of applying 
the law, because all other courses had already been exhausted, that is an 
appeal by the Governor of the bank to exporters individually, and a letter 
from me advising that they should surrender these amounts. 

WYNTER: Mr. Prime Minister, I think precisely that's the point in the dis- 
pute, that all other courses had not been tried. For example, did you 
yourself speak with the private sector as you are wont to do in regular 





etin 
t would not have been possible to assemble 351 persons from the 
privat sector without large numbers of absentees, number one. Secondly, 
[| did not consider it the wisest course of action to expose members of the 
private sector to each other who were in default. [ thought that the 
embarrassment uld b erved by writing to them i ividually, so that no 
individual 1 iving a letter would not be aware of who else was in like 
What is fi ri linister, is perhaps you could hav 
le the private sector organization, and 
M.: the Private Sector Orga tion has proved some 
the past in terms of ising * 
these. This is an ex it ca in pr int 
Ol basis that such conduct their member 
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foreign exchange ts most cnitical to the 
economy and to our obligations under 
the IMF, the attitude taken is that 
because they are involved in exports, 
they are beyond the pale of being 
required to perform according to law 
and that is not an attitude that can be 
sustained or encouraged in any group. 

I’m very disappointed at the reaction 
of the Jamaica Exporters Association 
which is this instance knowing the 
circumstances that prevail, should have 
taken the opportunity to chastise their 
members and to see to it that they 
operate according to law. 


WYNTER: Bur won't this letter of 
threat, threatening exporters with fine 
of $100,000 or 10 years impnsonment 
or both, won't this destroy any level of 
co-operation between you and the pn- 
vate sector and your Government? 


P.M.: First of all, there is no threat 
of finding $100,000 or 10 years impnis- 
onment. What | did was to quote what 
the law says. And the law gives those as 
the maximum penalties. The law does 
not say that those are the fixed of- 
fences. 

Secondly, that is for the court to 
determine, not for me. The law does 
not give me the power to fine anyone. 
The law requires thar if there's a pros- 
ecution the court may opt for fines ot 
penalties or the impnsonment up to a 
maximum level 

Thirdly, I'm afraid I'm not gifted in 
terms of encouraging co-operation by 
means of condoning illegities. | have not 
done that with any other sector and | 
don’t intend to harbour any such intent 
with any group; be it exporters, import- 
ers or otherwise. There’s one law, and 
one law for everyone, and the indisci- 
pline, if it starts at the top will simply 
spread moreso to the bottom. And 
those who are in a better position to 
know what indiscipline is, and indisci- 


pline especially in the area of foreign 
exchange, must set an example. 

WYNTER: How does this, Mr. 
Prime Minister, relate to the practice up 
to this year of exporters being allowed 
tO retain a certain amount of their 
carnings overseas? 

P.M.: Retained accounts which were 
legal up to earlier this year were a mght 
given to a number of companies, the 
number being comparatively small, and 
there are still a few companies that are 
allowed this privilege depending upon 


the kind of activity that they are in- 
volved in. The Special Retained account 
which was more widespread did not 
allow for earnings to be held overseas, it 
allowed for foreign exchange to be 
lodged in a Jamaican bank account to 
the credit of the depositor. So that the 
nght to hold foreign exchange abroad is 
a night thar is limited to a small number 
of companies whose export activities are 
of such that it requires a certain fre- 
quency of utilisation of foreign ex- 
change and on that basis convenience is 
desirable. 

WYNTER: | asked this question 
because it seemed to me that perhaps 
this practice of having had a retained 
account might explain why it has been 
difficult to move to surrendenng every- 
thing. 

P.M.: Absolutely not. As I said, that 


arrangement is a privilege granted to a 


very small number of companies. It 
would have been our great pleasure to 
grant it to a much larger number, but it 
is granted to companies who have viable 
export businesses in which there is a 
frequem need for foreign exchange on 
the expenditure side as well as on the 
earning side. And unhappily there are 
only a few companies in that area. 

There are many reasons why the 
account shows such holdings abroad. 
Some of them are the result of the 
| ability to collect; some are the result 
of foreign exchange arrangements in 
respect of payments which are in excess 
of 90 days; some of them are figures 
that are naturally gleaned from the 
exports statistics but do not reflect 
funds that have been already repatriated 
through the banking system because the 
banking system has failed to notify the 
bank of Jamaica. 

Where such information exists that 
can validage the holding of foreign 
exchange which should have been sur- 
rendered, or can explain that such for- 
eign exchange has already been 
surrendered, all that is asked is that the 
exporter advises the Bank of Jamaica so 
that the records can reflect these devel- 
opments. There’s no other way of deter- 
mining what ts the true position. 

The reasoning, therefore, that be- 
cause you are an exporter it is part of 
the encouragement of exports that you 
can do whatever you wish regardless of 
the national interest, is not one that can 
be condoned, neither in exports nor in 
any other area of the economy. 


]/ 








WYNTER: But the business com- 
munity does not seem to me to be 
asking that it should be condoned. 
Whar they are complaining of ts that 
they have so many forms to fill up — 
the whole business of quotas, licenses 
— some are complaining that they have 
goods on the wharves, the money is 
paid for the goods but they can’t get the 
license in order to move the goods from 
the wharves, and generally they are 
complaining of almost chaos in the 
business community. 

P.M.: It is not possible to explain 
this particular problem of holding assets 
which should be surrendered, which 
occurs at the end of the process — after 
the forms have been filled out, the 
licenses have been obtained, the 
wharves have been cleared etc. — by 
anything that goes before that; that is a 
poor excuse, an excuse that just is not 
acceptable, and it should be logical to 
deduce that. 

WYNTER: Now, Mr. Godfrey 
Dyer, the President of the Jamaica Ho- 
tel and Tounst Association, has said 
that tounsm, which he says is the mum- 
ber one eamer of foreign exchange, 
instead of being thanked, it’s being 
harrassed by all sorts of forms, and now 
the threats for what he calls impnson- 
ment. What's your comment on that? 

P.M.: Tourism is one of the very 
few sectors allowed the privilege of 
importing its raw matenals at the offi 
cial rate. It is the only sector which can 
import its capital goods at the official 
rate. No one denies that with the plac- 
ing of a number of other areas of 
expenditure on the parallel market that 
there 1s not some additional burdens 
which the sector now bears. And several 
hotels have been good enough to sub- 
mit to v5 accounts as | requested which 
are now being studied to determine the 
extent to which this burden is additional 
and an impediment to their viability, 
Burt it’s part and parcel of the mentality 
that continues to plague the productive 
sector, in that the opportunities that are 
sought are not necessarily related to the 


national interest as much as to sectoral 
interest. There's a national interest in 
that foreign exchange 1s required to 
service our debt; foreign exchange 1s 
required to buy basic tood; that toreign 
exchange has to come from somewhere 
[he tounsm sector is an area that in the 


national interest has been designated as 
the area from which toreign exchange 


lodged by the hotels would provide for 
these critical and essential payments. It 
is not the only area, bauxite earnings are 
in that category, sugar and banana earn- 
ings are in that category, therefore, it’s 
not singled out by any means. It is part 
and parcel of the export earnings of the 
country which are of a type that can be, 
more easily monitored and collected 
which are designated for that purpose. 
and therefore we have to understand 
that either there is a national interest 
that is being served by these sectors, or 
we allow every sector to reap the maxi- 
mum benefit for itself to the detrnment 
of the national interest and the national 
economy at which point what will anse 
is far more serious than whatever they 
may complain about now. 


WYNTER: You had mentioned 
some 351 firms to whom your letters 
was sent, the feeling among some of us 
is that, wouldn't it have been better if it 
had been signed by your Financial Sec- 
retary rather than by you as Minister? 


P.M.: No. The Exchange Control Law 
is under the jurisdiction of the Bank of 
Jamaica and on that basis the Governor of 
the Bank of Jamaica is the appropriate 
authority. The Governor is not here at 
the present time, but he has already done 
his part in making a plea to the export- 
ers. That plea, having fallen on deaf 


ears in large part leaves only the Minis- 
ter, not another functionary of equal 
status. 


WYNTER: I see. How much money is 
involved in all of this? 


P.M.: Nearly $60 million. 


WYNTER: Nearly $60 million. Is this 
960 million needed to pass the IMF test? 

P.M.: It's not a matter of the amount 
needed to pass the IMF test. Regardless 
of whether there is an IMF programme or 
not; regardless of whether there is a need 
for funds in respect of the IMF programme, 
once the country requires foreign exchange 
to service its needs, the discipline has 
to be developed that foreign exchange is 
not something that belongs to the indi- 


' 


vidual, it’s a part of the national assets. 
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WYNTER: A number of man- 
ufacturers are complaining about 
the workings of the parallel market 
which seems to have stymied most 
productive efforts. Is the Govern- 
ment about to review the workings 
of the parallel market? 

P.M.: The Government has been 
reviewing the workings of the parallel 
market. Ir has been a dynamic devel- 
opment, it has not been one that has 
remained the same from the day it first 
appeared. The parallel marker is not a 
development which has occurred in 
1983. We have had a parallel market 
from 1973. The parallel market is noth- 
ing more than the formalisation of the 
black market, and the black market first 
appeared in 1973, and over the years it 


has operated at various rates and has 
continued as a thriving marketplace. 

The Government took the decision 
earlier this year that we would formalise 
it so as to enable the funds that are in 
that system to be used in a programmed 
way, rather than to have them outside 
of the economy and used in a manner 
that was less satisfactory, and for the 
purchase of goods that were not as 
essential to the economy. 

So that the parallel market system, 
when it was formalised earlier this year, 
was simply allowing the banks ro deal in 
a marketplace that has been in existence 
from 1973, that is all thar it did. Ir has 
had further changes in the middle of the 
year when more items were designated 
to. be paid for through that market as 


against the onginal situation. And we 
continue to review it and continue to 
find ways and means to improve it, and 
it’s NOt going to remain Static. 

WYNTER: But has it not been a 
disaster for things like books and 
drugs and hospital supplies? Hasn't 
it increased the shortages which 
your Government had vowed to re- 
duce? 

P.M.: No. It is not the parallel 
market that has increased these short- 
ages and has increased the prices. Prices 
increased because there was a gap in the 
foreign exchange budget of $150 mil- 
lion, and this gap came about as a result 
of the reduced earnings of the bauxite 
and alumina sector due to the interna 
tional recession and increased payments 
in debr service as a result of debts which 
should have been paid in 1978 and 1979 
which were not paid at that ume and 
were deferred until this year. As a result 


of that, there has been a gap in the 
foreign exchange budget which required 
us to cut back the foreign exchange 
budget and the fiscal budget because 
the financing that was available on a 
sure basis was not sufficient to close 


that gap. 


Consequently, various items which 
were being financed from the official 
market at the cheaper foreign exchange 
rate had to be shifted onto the parallel 
market, so as to close that gap. It is not 
the parallel market that has caused these 
price changes, but the $150 million gap 
in the budget, and that $150 million gap 
has been generated by the reduced, 
flows in the bauxite and alumina secre 5, 
resulting from the international rec es. 
sion which is the worst in 50 years and 
has caused bauxite and alumina and 
aluminium plants to be shut dovy.) all 


over the world; and "he increase ¢; debt 
service. The parallel market ts ‘aly the 
place where the funds would b ¢ derived 
to make the payments for th.ese goods 
at the higher prices. 

WYNTER: Yes. At on @ stage you 
were quite optimistic gbout the 
amount of take weekly by the com- 
mercial banks, and in fact the com- 
mercial banks said ‘yp to June 16 
they were doing fair (y well, but then 
after your announc e ment of June 16 


things began to ‘get a little dicey. 


What's the preser ,/, position? 

P.M.: No. Th 2,t’s not the statistics 
that we have. Thy figures were running 
fairly along ta’yzer nght through into 
August. Septer y'oer and October togeth- 
er with Nover riber are the low period of 
foreign exch e.nge flows, because it’s the 
low penod of tourism, and it is not a 
period dur yng which there are any major 
flows freym any other sector of our 
cyclical ryarure. At the same time, be- 
caus¢ 4 was required to provide a 
certair'y amount for the purchase of oil, 
we ‘wok a decision which required 
per.cins who were securing foreign ex- 
charige in the open marketplace to 
d ep,osit one-half towards the purchase 
‘sf oil and the other half they would 
t'nen be able to have available for use. 


This was in response to a free-for-all 
that was developing in which people 
with the ability to secure fereign ex- 











chang ¢ in the marketplace were doing 
so, an 1 ¢armarking the funds that they 
had sec ured for their own purposes. If 
this hac ' continued in an unchecked 
way, the, 7 those with the more wide- 
spread pu fchasing power would have 
developed a benefit that would have 
placed them in an advantageous position 
to the detrin vent of those who do not 


have the sort , 2f purchasing power to go. 


out there anc! buy dollars; and the 
economy could , have been skewed in the 
direction of a fe w who had the ability 
to direct these flo WS in their own inter- 
est, aS against th ose who were less 
fortunate and more * helpless. And, ob- 
viously, this is not «' Situation that the 
Government could have allowed to 
continue. 

So when the new 1 ¢Bulations were 
introduced, they were i %troduced at a 
time when the tourism , ‘lows were at 
their lowest, and conseque ‘ntly the two 
things compacting togethe © caused a 
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WYNTER: Now Mr. Prime A {in- 
ister, there has been the view . °*- 
pressed that you have remaine “d 
silent on the Hilton affair. Woulk 4 
you care to comment as to whether 
your Government is sorry to see 
Hilton go and whether the parallel 
market situation has contributed to 
any possibility of Hilton asking to 
remain. 

Mo: Hilton didn’t take any decision 


based upon the parallel market. Hilton 
has taken a policy decision that it will 
concentrate its efforts in the urban areas 
and less so in the resort areas. That is a 
decision of policy by the company over 
which we have no influence, and conse- 
quently to the extent that they desire to 
withdraw from resort properties that 
they have in Jamaica and elsewhere in 
the world, wis nota matter over which 
we have any influence. What we did at 
the ume that the decision was taken by 
them to withdraw, was to secure an 
understanding that they would continue 
through the forthcoming tounst season 
is an extension on their orginal plans 
which 15 the best that can be done; but 


significant reduction in foreign exchange 
flows into the parallel market at that 
particular time of the yea~. But the 
timing could not have been helped 
because the circumstances warranted 
action on both fronts at the same ume. 

WYNTER: Although there were 
reports that our summer tourism 
has been good, the flow has been 
relatively slow over the summer in 
foreign exchange. 

P.M.: Up to August, which is the 
summer penod we were having healthy 
flows, and the summer was, as I believe 
has been descnbed by the Minister of 
Tounsm, ‘one of our best ever’ if not 
‘the best ever’. Bur September, October 
and November are traditionally the low 
months of the year, and we're in that 
period now. Come December, the flows 
will pick up again and move into much 
higher values over the ensuing tourism 
period. 


Hilton has its own policies just as the 
Government has its policies. Further- 
more, the contractual arrangements un- 
der which Hilton now operates are very 
favourable having been negotiated at a 
time when the tourism sector was very 
weak during the previous admuinistra- 
tion. 

Those contractual arrangements 
come to an end shortly and to that 
extent new contractual arrangements 
have to be negotiated. It would not 
have been possible to negotiate the 
, inds of contracts which we have got 
from other hoteliers with a horel that 
dig! not have a policy which made resort 
ope: Avon a priority Consequently we 
are yp) 2 much more tavourable position 
to neg ‘OUlate a new contract with some 
other h Otelier tor the present Hilton site 
would have been with Hilton 
in view o, ¢ their policy to withdraw trom 
resort pro, erties and the tact that they 


than we 


have been Operating on a far more 
favourable contract than they would 
have been };\‘ely to obtain in any re- 


negotiahion 


WYNTER: Are. re-negotiations 
going on now « ith any other body? 








P.M.: | cannot answer that for cer- 
tain because | am not necessanly in- 
volved at the level of particular 
negotiations going on at any given ume. 
I'm involved at the stage when the 
negotiations reach a point of decision- 
making. | do know that there is a much 
stronger interest being shown in Jamaica 
and Jamaican properties as a result of 
the growth in tourssm which ts one of 
the strongest levels of growth in any 
todrism destination anywhere in the 
world, and Jamaica is considered rather 
a miracle in the tourism world, in the 
sense that where other properties are 
showing declines because of the interna- 
tional recession, Jamaica has been show- 
ing very strong growth. 

So that we are, logically, in a posi- 
tion to derive better benefits for the 
future in negonations that we are con- 
ducting now as against even those we 


conducted in 1981. 

WYNTER: But with Mr. Cur’ 
Strand, the head of Hilton being ; 
principal meimber of the Rockefel 
ler Business Committee, the Prési 
dent’s Committee on Jatnaica 
wouldn't he be interested in hétpjn, 
Jamaica in getting a good client fo: 
the Hilton? 


P.M.: | don’t see how any négona 

' 
tion could proceed on the basis that! we 
would ask anybody to help us get 
chents. That is neither the policy of the 
Government nor a logical position, to 
take. We are quite capable of finding 
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our own clients. Indeed, we don’t have 
to look for them, they come knocking 
on the doors. 

WYNTER: What I wanted to say, 
is that with Hilton leaving at the 
end of March to the middle of 
April, that’s the end of season, 
that’s only a matter of five months 
away. Surel:, to prevent any kind of 
big gap, witn the staff being laid off 
for any long time... 

P.M.:But why would the staff be laid 
off? 

_ WYNTER: Well, they would 
have nothing to do unless you can 
get another... 


P.M.:; The Government has under- 
taken to operate other hotels in which 
there has been a transfer of manage- 
ment, and we have been doing it suc- 
cessfully. The Seawind Hotel which we 
took over is being run by the UDC ona 
profitable basis, and we are quite capa- 
ble of running the hotels on a basis 
which would allow them to continue to 
operate without any hiatus. It is just that 
our policy is that the Government 
should not on a permanent basis, run 
hotels, but on a temporary basis the 
government has stepped in to do so 
while it is negotiating for permanent 
management to take over. 


WYNTER: Now Mr. Prime Minister I was about tc ask you 


tbout Grenada, so I'll move into it. It is said that your 
Involvement in the Grenadian affair has been to divert atten- 
tion from the state of the economy. May I just get two views 


from you on how bad the economy is. What is the state of the 


economy? And can we look forward to any recovery before the 
next elections? 

P.M.: I promised that | would be making a full statement on the 
economy, and as a part of the manner of operations which | have held 
rt from the very beginning, I’m not wont to make statements before 
they are due. I'm accustomed to making a statement at the end of each 
ear, on an anniversary, and | will be doing that. In this instance it has 
ove a bit delayed because the events that exploded in Grenada 
required attention that had to be diverted. So when I’m prepared to 
make that statement then I will make a full and proper statement on the 








economy. The economy is not a thing that can be treated as part of any 
other discussion or in a few simple paragraphs. It has to be dealt with on 
a thorough, comprehensive and proper basis. 

Those who teel that Grenada was developed by me as a means of dealing with 
or avoiding economic problems, are giving to me powers that | don’t possess, 
and are ascribing to me an influence that I don't have. The events that 
exploded in Grenada were not on a time-table that was predicted or determined 
by me in any way. They had been long in coming, just as the events that involve 
oseph Burey and his colleagues were not predetermined by me. They were 
ong wider investigation. 

“he fact that these things have happened at a time when we're also deeply 
concerned about other areas of the national lite, are factors that are entirely 
beyond our control. But they have happened against a background of weak and 
indecisive action by us, because we have not failed to take the necessary steps to 
deal with these situations — both Grenada and events that unfolded in the 
Burey case. And that ts what ts important. The Government cannot find itself in 
a position where, because it 1s involved in dealing in some other area of the 
national life, if something comes up that is equally important, then it must allow 
it to slip because it is already involved in dealing with something else. 


Relationship with IMF 


WYNTER: I know in your economic report you'll mention this, but people 
are concerned about the whole relationship with the IMF, the question of 
whether our version of passing the test is the IMF version or what, and there 
have been a multitude of rumours and assertions by your opponents! 

P.M.: The rumours will always continue, one can never stop rumourmongers, 
but until | am ready to make a definitive statement on the state of the economy, 
nothing and no one will obtain trom me any partial answers. That is my manner 
of operating, that is how | have operated, and that is how [ll continue to 
operate. 


Idi Amin tyrant 


WYNTER: All right. Now let’s go to the question of Grenada. The Leader 
of the Opposition has said that there were alternative measures that could 
have been taken to settle the Grenadian affair after the murder of Bishop. 

P.M.: That ts a part of the fairytale lite that the Opposition has been living in 
regards to Grenada. One does not have discussions of a political nature with an 
Idi Amin tyrant. People who know no bounds and obviously indicated that they 
did not know when to stop are no longer candidates for any political solution. 
lhey demonstrated that hes were capable of taking the most brutal and the 
most vicious action, and only those who are apologists will overlook that and 
talk about alternatives. There were no alternatives left in dealing with Grenada. 
lime ran out on them long ago. It was simply a matter of unfolding events that 
led it to this point 

lhe Leader of the Opposition has been one of those who have been masking 
what has been taking place in Grenada over the years, endeavouring to describe 
itas a bold democratic experiment in participatory democracy, the phrase which 
he uses. The last thing that was happening in Grenada was democracy. 

He was among those who fostered the growth of what was taking place in 
Grenada over the years, by citing Grenada as an example of the kind of politic: 
system that was more suitable to the West Indies. Indeed he has gone far 
enough in condemning the Westminster model on which we, operate, which 
leaves us open to the conclusion that what he would preter is the participatory 
democracy, so to speak, of Grenada. And it’s a fair conclusion to draw, because 
the protescs that are emanating from himself and his colleagues about the action 
that was inevitable, and which I am proud that we took in Grenada, leave us to 
wonder what would have been the situation had he been the person charged 
with that responsibility 

Indeed there's very little for us to wonder about, we know what would have 
happened 
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Prime consideration 


WYNTER: He said, Mr. Prime Minisier, that when General Austin 
murdered Bishop and then sought help from Cuba, Castro said no, no help. 
Suppose it were a fact that Castro had said ‘no’, would that have changed the 
picture in any way? 

P.M.: Castro's position was not the prime consideration. It did not matter 
whether he supported Austin or not. His men were already in Grenada, his arms 
were oy in Grenada, his airport was being built in Grenada; whether he 
supported Austin in killing Bishop or not, some other comrade would have 
taken over to carry on his work, and undoubtedly in a more programmed basis 
in the transformation of Grenada into another Cuba. 

WYNTER: Was there anything that has been found after the invasion to 
ee) that Bishop was inevitably marked for death? 

_ P.M.: There are documents that I'm going to be tabling in the House which 
indicate that there were very deep rifts in the organisation. These are captured 
documents, and I prefer to let them speak for themselves. 


Justification 


WYNTER: How would you summarise the justification for taking military 
action? 

P.M.: Justification was on two bases. One, the sovereign action of sovereign 
nations bound in a treaty which allowed them, if they determined that their 
security was threatened, to call for external assistance; which they did, and to 
which we responded. 


That has been very conveniently sidestepped by all those who have cast a 
judgment, many of whom are now backtrac bin sin the aftermath of learning 
that the decision was made on the basis of a valid treaty. But in the haste of the 
early decision to condemn the military operation, it was grossly overlooked that 
there was a treaty which was constitutional and legal on the basis of which a 
valid request for assistance was made. 


But it is also not to be overlooked that the sole constitutional authority in 
Grenada, the Governor General himself had requested military support to 
restore the country to normality. That was conveyed to us, and while it was not 
available as a written appeal at the time because of the fear for his own life and 
the life of his wife, the documentation of that appeal has been made subsequent- 
ly; when I visited the Governor General he was pleased to hand to me the Yetier 
of that request that he had orally made in the period preceding the military 
operation. 


Same appeal 


WYNTER: How had he made it? 
P.M.: He had made it through diplomatic channels which we were aware of. 


WYNTER: So, those were the two justifications for this. Now, could you 
give us... 


P.M.: Of course, there were other justitications that are more applicable 
toother countnes, such as the question of the safety of cituwens ot those 
countnes. Those were not justifications in our case, but they were valid human 
reasons that could also be weighed and taken into consideration 

WYNTER: But, in the case of the United States of America, were 
they responding to a call for help? 

P.M.: They responded to the very same appeal that we had, trom the 
OECS, and I might also say that we were all deeply concerned about the threat 
of life in respect of the Governor General, that he not only would have been 
kept hostage, as in fact he was, bur that he could have been killed, And there's 
no one to say that he could not have been because the Pnme Minister and 
virtually his entire Cabinet had been executed. So that we were deeply concerned 
that the only constitutional authonty in the island was also in real jeopardy 








Not far away... 


WYNTER: Now Mr. Prime Minister, the USA responded to a call 
for help but in any case, had a thousand people there, some of whom 
might fone been taken hostage and then led to another Iran situation. 
Barbados is next door to Grenada and therefore subject to any threats to 
its security which might arise from an unsettled Grenada. But how does 
Jamaica come into it? Jamaica is far away. 

P.M.: Jamaica is not far away. Jamaica has already in fact had this 
experience dunng the seventies on a developing basis, which, had it not been 
checked by the elections of 1980, could very well have found us in the same 
shoe that Grenada is now expenencing today. The business of so-called 
moderate leadership or Social Democratic Be sn in bed with Cuban partners 
iS Mot a marrage that would either have had the eventual result of being 
consummated or if consummated, would have been allowed to run for any 
length of time without divorce. And it is easy 1G imagine any leader being elected 
in the 1980 elections from the then government, having to tace exactly the same 
position today in relation to its survival, as in fact occurred in Grenada. 

Jamaice, therefore, acted in part through ws own self interest to see that 


that threat which would have gobbled up the islands in proximity to Grenada 
(why the vast armoury that existed for a comparatively very large army of 
Grenada when compared with the other states?) was not one which would be 
allowed to take the Caribbean bit by bit, piece by piece, and eventually gobble 
up Jamaica as well. 


Future security 


WYNTER: So, you saw Jamaica’s participation as not only helping 
the Eastern Caribpean but also Jamaica's self interest? 

P.M.: There's absolutely no question about the fact that our own self 
interest was involved, and I've made it quite clear to everyone who has spoken 
to me on the subject that while we felt we had a due obligation, and we wanted 
to assist our brethren in the Eastern Canbbean, we were in effect removing what 
we considered to be a threat to our own future security at the same time. 

WYNTER: What about the time-table? The Leader of the OP si- 
tion has been making statements suggesting that a meeting of Kei 
COM on Saturday, October 22 was a facade because a decision had 
already been taken, as if that was new. I mean, it has been published by 
us certainly, that a meeting did take place on a Friday the 21st. 

P.M.: That is correct, a meeting took place on Frnday the 21st in which 
the partners who are now involved in the military operation had decided that 
this was the intention, save and except that the United States had not, at that 
point, taken its own final decision. 

We didn't go to Trinidad to discuss the Grenada operation, we went to 
Trinidad to discuss CARICOM. It only arose out of the intention of certain 
other countnes to probe the issue........ 


CARICOM 


WYNTER: You mean CARICOM sanctions? 

P.M.;: CARICOM sanctions and CARICOM'’s future, and the discussions 
on Grenada only arose our of certain countnes desire to probe the issue which 
eventually, in the unfolding of discussion and argument, led to discussions of the 
possibilines of a military operation 

WYNTER: Wasn't the meeting in Trinidad called because of the 
coup and the killing of Bishop in Grenada? 

P.M.: Yes, but it was called to discuss CARICOM'’s response or the 
response of CARICOM gvvernments, on the basis of sanctions that had been 
taken by some; and the OECS group had decided on certain sanctions which 
they wanted to make the non-OECS countnes aware of. 

WYNTER: You had said in an interview ai the Piarco airport in 
Trinidad — I think — when you got to Trinidad, that military action 
wasn't on the agenda as far as you knew. 

P.M.: It was never intended to be on the agenda; in fact there was no 
- pe to begin with, for it was never intended to be for discussion in Trinidad. 

¢ went to discuss sanctions, and we went to discuss the future of CARICOM 





As I said, st unfolded as a matter of argument, because other countries sought to 
probe that particular point. 


The leak 


WYNTER: You have mentioned, Mr. Prime Minister, that there 
was some leak, and the Americans seemed to have confirmed this, that 
General Austin knew about the invasion on Monday the 24th which was 
24 hours before, and you have said it came from CARICOM. Are you 
prepared to go any further than that? 

P.M.: Yes, it didn’t come from Trinidad. 

WYNTER: It did not come from Trinidad! Well, that’s close 
enough Mr. Prime Minister. Do you forsee any impact of the divisions 
between Guyana and Trinidad on the one hand, and Jamaica, Barbados 
and the Eastern Caribbean on the other hand, and the fact that not only 
have they disagreed in the family, but went, in the case of Guyana, to 
spearhead resolutions in the Security Council and in the general 


assembly and I think also at UNESCO, condemning their colleagues. Do 
you see any effect of this on CARICOM'’s harmony: 

P.M.: | don’t think that one could say that there is not disharmony ansing 
out of Guyana’s reaction. | think to have taken the steps which Guyana took in 
the United Nations was almost a declaration of malice, nothwithstanding their 
own feeling. These are the same Canbbean colleagues that have given Carine 
such support as requested in their own disputes. 

WYNTER: Like with Venezuela? 

P.M.: With Venezuela. And to have taken such a strong position at the 
United Nations has certainly left a wound. 


Election winner 


WYNTER: But that same feeling isn’t there with Trinidad, despite 
Trinidad’s sitting on the fence? 

P.M.: Trnidad’s position in the United Nations was one of trying to foster 
a positive move after the United Nations had reacted to the military operation 
by condemning it, by calling for an investigatory team and elections etc. This 1s 
certainly not the same thing as the move that was fostered by Guyana, which 
was to be a pnme mover in the condemnation. 

WYNTER: Now, Mr. Prime Minister before I thank you for this 
interview; do you see Grenada and the firm decision of the government, 
do you see this as an election winner for you in the next elections? 

P.M.: There is no question in my mind that Grenada has indelibly 
impnnted itself upon the Jamaican mind, because it brings to us the mark 
realities of where we would be. We had for some time in the 1970s predicted an 
unfolding of events that was not unlike what happened in Grenada. This was 
averted by the decisions of 1980. And today no one could say with any certainty 
that had the decision of 1980 gone the other way, that we would indeed have 

, known what country would have been running Jamaica, and who in fact would 
jhave been its leader. And that uncertainty which has been re-awakened by 
Grenada is undoubtedly one that Jamaicans will long remember. 

There is no question that this has been one of the most momentous 
developments and one of the most momentous decisions in Canbbean history, 
| certainly its modern history. And a decision as momentous as this is not 
something that either will be frittered away or will fail to be recalled. 

WYNTER: Does this suggest an early election Mr. Prime Minister? 

P.M.: I've always said that elections are not a phenomenon that set up like 
rain, but it 1s equally true to say that Grenada is a matter that is of importance; 
but so are many other questions, and I'm mindful of the tact that an issue ts 
developing of great cleavage between ourselves and the Opposition, and we will 
watch to see how it bears our. 

WYNTER: This is the Grenada issue and the question of 
relationship with Cuba? 

P.M.: And the question as to whether our defence force should stay in 
place or should be demoralised by calls for them to return home 

WYNTER: In any case Mr. Prime Minister, I take it that the 
economy is still your major preoccupation on which you.....? 

PA. Well, the economy is always with us, Grenada won't be, bur the 
lessons from Grenada will be with us for a long me 
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WYNTER: Mr. Prime Minister, 
may I refer to the whole question of 
the bauxite alumina industry which 
has faced a very severe recession. In 
Jamaica I understand the cutback 
has been over 40 per cent in baux- 
ite. There have been reports that the 
aluminium market is brighter in the 
United States. Will that have any 
impact on the bauxite alumina in- 
dustry in Jamaica? 


P.M.: It will not have the kind of 
impact on alumina that it has had on 
the price of aluminium, the metal. The 
reason for this is very simple to under- 
stand. To produce aluminium metal 
requires a lot of energy, vast amounts of 
energy. And because of the high energy 
costs which have prevailed, many alumi- 
nium plants have been shut down. Con- 
sequently, «there is less production 
capacity than there is demand for the 
metal now that a resurgence in the 
international economy is just beginning. 


On the other hand, white alumina 
requires a fair amount of energy, it 
requires far less by comparison than the 
metal aluminium. And so the closure of 
alumina plants has been much less in a 
volume of production than in the case 
of the production of metal. So that 
today there is sull an excess of supply 
capacity for alumina over the demand. 
Now, while it is true that with the 
movement of the ptice of metal up 
wards there is a pull effect on the price 
of alumina, the extent to which the 
price of metal used to pull the price of 
alumina up with it, is no longer as 
strong today as it was in the past. 


So we will expect to see a movement 
of the price of alumina upward, but nor 


at the same ratio as existed in the past 
in relation to the price of metal. 


This, of course, would mean some 

additional benefit for Jamaica, but to a 
limited extent because the greater bene- 
fit is derived not just from price but 
from the volume of alumina which is 
sold. And while there is more supply 
Capacity in alumina than there is de- 
mand, the recovery will be gradual but 
will not be as strong a surge as has been 
in the case of the metal. 
WYNTER: So then the bauxite alu- 
mina industry in the next year will 
not reduce our crisis situation very 
muct. then? 


P.M.: It will certainly contribute more 
than it has over 1983, and perhaps over 
1982. One would have to wait to see 
the developments of 1984 to ‘see if it 
wil: be betrer chan 1982, but if is not to 
be expected that within the next twelve 
months there will be any very substan- 
tial recovery in the bauxite and alumina 
sector. It will be a recovery of a modest 
nature, and one that we would hope ro 
build on for the future. 


WYNTER: But suppose in the nego- 
tiations that you’re having now on 
the Jevy, suppose the Government 

to go'along with the compa- 
nies and reduc the levy significant- 
ly, won't this increase production 
and employment? 


P.M.: There are all kinds of formulae 
that are involved by which we are 
looking at incentives. We have taken no 
decision in relation to reduction of the 
levy as being the formula, but a number 
of different strategies are being looked 
at as a part of the overall negoriation 
strategy. At the present time we ate 
listening to the companies. We have nor 
yet taken our decisions. 
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WYNTER: I am aware that the 
existence of a writ prevents my 
probing the pee Manley dismiss- 
al. But I will probe that of Joseph 
Burey. Before I do so, however, 
would you comment generally on 
allegations of your opponents of 
victimisation by your Government? 


P.M. My Government cannot be accus- 


ed of victimising people of opposite 
political beliefs. There have been nu- 
merous instances in which political per- 


sons of high ranking status in the 
former regime and others who bear a 
very close family relationship to former 
Ministers ot Government, are still very 
active within the service, and many are 
sull in important positions; and the 


Government has not taken steps to do 
what the tormer Government as a mat- 
ter of practice did, and that ts to prevent 
anyone from taking any semor appoint- 
ments or even being admitted into the 
government service in positions of im- 
portance without passing some political 
tests by a political committee. My Gov- 
ernment has not done that, and in fact 
those among my supporters who ex- 
pected us to do this continuously berate 
me and my Government for failing to 
do this ’ 
WYNTER: Now Mr. Prime Min- 
ister, it is being said that you 
brought the whole Burey case to the 


House as a means of distracting 
attention from the bad state in 
which the economy is. 

P.M.: The Burcy matter came to the 
House’s attention because of devel 
opments which would have imperilled 
the lite of a tellow worker, which if not 
arrested at that particular time, could 
have resulted in death of one or more 
We had no control over these 
developments, they happened to have 
irisen, quite independently of anything 


persons 


, else that was going on. And art the time 


thar they arose, we had to take switt 
ind deliberate action. And the security 
torces, rather than being cast in a 
doubttul position ought t be com 
mended tor the extent to wh ch they 
were able to avert such acnon taking 
place, and the extent to which they had 
been carrying out their own INnvVeSTIBA 


tions which alerted them to this devel 


opment 


Today we would not have been 
looking at the dismissal ot Burey, we 
would have been looking at the tamily 
of a tellow worker and children who 
would have been killed. And in averting 
this, the security forces took the very 
decisive step in a time pernod 
which thev had no control, and we had 
no control. The developments thowed 


OVCT 


along the path of the connivers and we 
were able to take the same sort of 
positive acuion that we took in relauion 
to Grenaca, without any hestitanion, and 
without any fear ot what we were 
doing. 

Integrity question 
WYNTER: That may well be so, but 
it is felk that young Burey, for 
example, he’s accused of breaching 
the protocol of being in irregular 
contacts without informing his au- 
thorities about them; he’s not accus- 
ed of being involved in a plot to kill 
a fellow civil servant; but it is fel 
that the way the statement was is- 
sued in Parliament, a lot of dout' 
has been cast on the man’s integrity, 
similarly the other civil servant that 
has been suspended, it is felt that 
her career is Finished. And then the 
25 names which were mentioned in 
your statement, it is felt that doubts 
were cast on their integrity also 

| because they were put in the same 
staternent with the Soviets and the 
| Cubans. 

| P.M.: We have not caused anyone to 
lose integnty, anyone who have lost 
| integrity have lost it on their. own 
conduct. It is naive to believe that a 
state exists on the basis of never having 
to take strong or firm decisions, and 
i that if any of the citizens of the Srate 
run afoul of the law or conduct them- 
selves in such a manner as to either 
| imperil the state or to imperil others 
| within the State, that the state must not 
take decisions that are strong. It 1s as if 
we are to be expected ia to watch 
these things happen, and then to help 
those who are at the other end of the 
developments mourn their loss. That 1s 
not the role and responsibility of the 
State. The State must take strong and 
firm decisions: the Stare must eciisure 
this for the safety of and survival of the 
national interest, and that of its citerens 


~_ 








And so we have no apology whatsoever 
to make in that respect. 

With regards to the individuals trav- 
elling to Cuba or Russia or Grenada 
whose names | mentioned, the circum- 
stances under which they were men- 
tioned are totally different from any 
other circumstances that prevailed in the 
past. Today we are facing a situation in 
which our people who are part of the 
detence force of Jamaica are in a coun- 
try, Grenada, in which they are part of a 
force fighting in an open and armed 
conflict, being fired upon by Cuban 
personnel using Soviet arms and ammu- 
nition. Consequently, against the back- 
ground of our own people being in such 
a conflict, quite apart from whatever 
may have been the position in the past, 
anybody who travels to the Soviet 
Union or to Cuba must find themselves 
in a very awkward position in relation 
ro the purpose of such visits. 

There are visits that will obviously be 
very legitimate and visits that will not 
be. To the extent that there are visits 
that are conducted on the basis of 
international conferences, on the basis 
of commercial ties, and on other such 
legitimate causes, there is nothing for 
anyone to be concermed about. Burt in 
clearing the bush from around those 
who would use such situations as a 
masquerade, all we are doing ts expos- 
ing them to a searchlight which would 
require of them that at a me when we 
are in open conflict with Cubans using 
Soviet arms and ammunition, to declare 
their purpose if they travel to these 
countnes. It is for that reason in partic- 
ular that the visit by the General Secre- 


tary of the People’s National Party and 
a former Minister of Government and 
an officer who organised the Brigadista 
programme for Jamaica in Cuba are 
particularly isolated, because their visit 
was, several months ago, but took place 


[Editor's note: According 
to THE DAILY GLEANER of 


) 


2) November, page 2, the 


ibove line should read 
TY? 


was not several months... 
at a particular cme in which there was 
th open hostilities berween Jamaican 
Forces & Cubans using Soviet arms was 
wm pemgress. We're not in a position to 
discover what the purpose of the visit is, 
but by turning the searchlight where it 
ought to be turned, there are those who 
will ask, and it might put the necessary 
pressure upon them to explain what the 
purpose e pots visit was about. 
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There are therefore not normal times 
and normal visits, and we seek not to 
interfere with the nghts of anyone to 
travel wherever they may wish. But if 
your country is virtually in a state of 
war with another country or other 
countnes, then travel to those countnes 
which form a part of the enemy front 
must naturally be either for acceptable 
or unacceptable reasons. We only seek 
to frame the situation in such a way that 
those who make such tnps can explain 
what kinds of reasons they have. 


Passports safe 

WYNTER: There’s no intention 
by the Government or you to take 
away pevple’s passports for any 
such visits? 

P.M.: Definitely not. 

WYNTER: And there’s no ques- 
tion of banning people from visit- 
ing any country whatsoever? 

P.M.: We have no such intention. 


Prensa Latina 

WYNTER: On that too, you have 
said that no one from Prensa Latina 
will be allowed into Jamaica to work 
from Cuba. Why? 

P.M.: Because Prensa Latina has 
prejudiced its position in two successive 
instances of using its office not for 
purposes of gathering news but for 
purposes of gathering. intelligence for 
espionage purposes. 

WYNTER: But isn’t this decision 
of yours in the same category as say 
a Communist country banning Asso- 
ciated Press or United Press Inter- 
national, yviving the same reason? 

P.M.: | do not know what reasons 
such countries have given in the past 
and what validity there is for such 
reason. Prensa Latina has been allowed 
to operate here on the basis of being a 
news agency. On the basis that it failed 
to pollann solely as a mews agency, 
there ts justifiable reason for excluding 
it, or excluding anybody who comes 
from Cuba to operate such an agency. 

in Communist countries there has 
been an open declaration against news 
agencies operating, not because of. es 
pionage reasons but simply because of 
news-gathering reasons, because they 
operate a closed society. We don't 
operate a close society. 








[23 Nov 83 pp l, 23] 
[Text | 


WYNTER: It has been said Mr. 
Prime Minister that you have sad- 
dled yourself with too many portfo- 
lios, and as a result of this the 
Government is suffering because 
you're overburdened and cannot 

ssibly supervise fully a number of 
oe Ministries. You have Finance 
and Planning, you have Mining, 
you have Culture, in addition to the 
supervisory role of a Prime Min- 
, ister; and it is also said that you take 
, onto yourself the burden of runnin 
tbehind the scenes the Ministry o 
t Agriculture, the Ministr; of Trade 


and Industry to name but two. And 
then on this whole question of the 
security, it wasn’t your Minister of 
National Security who told the 
country about the security or even 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, but 
yourself. It is being said that you're 
running a one-man government. 

P.M.: My Ministers know better 
than that. They know that they have 
fuil responsibility and authority for run- 
ning their Ministries. Those portfolios 
that | hold personally | have no com- 
plains about the extent to which I'm 
involved on a time basis. It has neither 
caused me to delay in keeping up with 
the programmes that | have or indeed to 
have to cut back in any way. | find that 
by proper organisation it’s possible to 
do a substantially greater amount of 
work than is normally the case if work 
is not properly organised. 

1 do not become involved in the 
affairs of other ministnes unless situa- 
tions anse which warrant it because my 
position is one of overnding responsibil- 
ity. And no one could expect that | 
would stand by and watch a situation 
develop in any ministry if it requires my 
attention. 


As for announcements such as the 
ones that have been made, it is normally 
the province of a Pnme Minister to 
make such announcements. It has been 
in the past and will continue in the 
future; and there is no necessity to 


change that pattern because the people 
of the country have nghtly or wrongly 
become accustomed to understanding 
the position when set out by the person 
who is elected as Prme Minister on a 
different basis than when set out by 





anyone else. Whether this is nght or 


‘wrong, this is the perception of the 


country, and when matters of grave 
importance have to be dealt with, if 
they’re not dealt with by the Pnme 
Minister whoever that person might be, 
they tend to be considered to be of 
lesser magnitude and importance. It’s 
not possible to have the best of two 
worlds. 


So my manner of operating is not 
one that is likely to be changed because 
I neither find it burdensome nor do | 
find it unfruitful, to the extent that | am 
not one who shirks work. I will contin- 


ue to give the full atrention of all the 
time that | have to any section of the 
government that requires it. 

WYNTER: “ut Mr. Prime Min- 
ister, surely the work load is too 
heavy! 


P.M. “What I have does not mean 
that | am not actively seeking ways and 
means of reducing my own work load 
in portfolio responsibility wherever pos- 
sible. I believe | owe it to my own 
family, my constituency and my position 
as Prime Minister to have more time to 
devote to those other areas of responsi- 
bility. | cannot therefore blame those 
persons who raise my own work load as 
an issue in as much as I| have a positive 
interest. myself im varying my work 
programme for these reasons.” 


WYNTER: You have said, Mr. 


Prime Minister, that your Ministers 
know better. Isn't there some grum- 
bling, grousing about your taking 
too much of an interest in some 
Ministries? 

P.M.: | am sure that the human 
condition 1s such that there would be a 
reaction on the part of any individual if 
action taken by any other individual 
within his province of responsibility, 
whether it be by a Pmme Minister or 
anyone else. There's naturally a first 
reaction in part, sometimes of disap- 
pointment that the intervention had to 
happen. But by and large, | have no 
relationship with any of my Ministers 
that can be categonsed as either weak 
or poor. I'm very pleased with the 
relanonship that exists within the Cab 
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inet, and I have never had reason to doubt the sincerity of any of my Min- 
isters, and the relationship that they have with me, is one in which I have 
to take any action within a Ministry, it is on the basis of endeavouring to 
help and to give them support, rather than to detract from them. 


Reshuffle? 


WYNTER: That of course doesn't mean that as Prime Minister you might not 
sometimes be interested in shuffling the pack a bit? 


P.M.: That is always the right of a Prime Minister. I have not found it 
necessary to do so up to this point. 


WYNTER: The natural question I have to ask you then is will you be finding 
it necessary now that you're just over the mid-term? 


P.M.: I still find it necessary at this point. 
[Editor's Note: In the above response by Mr Seaga, according to THE DAILY 


GLEANER of 25 November 1983, page 2, the word "necessary" should read 
"unnecessary."'] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PNP STATEMENT DEMANDS SEAGA DISCLOSE STATE OF ECONOMY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Nov 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


A call has been made 
by the People’s National 
Party an the Prime Min- 
ister, in his capacity as 
Minister of Finance, to tell 
the nation what is the pre- 
sent state of the economy. 

A statement issued by 
the Chairman of the party, 
Mr. P.J. Patterson, said six 
weeks had passed since the 
Prime Minister, the Rt. 
Hor. Edward Seaga, prom- 
ised to give a detailed 
statement on the country’s 
economic performance. 

“We  chailenge the 
Prime Minister before his 
departure for the Com- 
monwealth Summit in Del- 
hi to tell the country in 
clear and ‘precise terms 
what measures the Govern- 
ment intends to pursue if 
further economic disaster 
is to be averted,” the 
P.N.P. statement said. 

Tex of the statement 
follows: 

‘The Executive of the 
People’s National Party is 
alarmed at the current 
‘trends -in the Jamaican 
economy which point to 
an imminent and tata! ¢ol- 
lapse. While the Prime 
Minister and his Cabinet 
so¢m “pre-occupied - weh 
events in Grenada, and 
eager to travel their trou- 


bles away, no diversion 
can avert the stark reality 
at home that the entire 
economy is in chaos. 

“In early October the 
country received categoric 
assurances from the Prime 
Minister that we had 
passed the September IMF 
test. Despite this, we have 
been forced for some 
weeks to live under a 


‘cloud as though we had 


failed. Following critical 
interventions at high levels, 
it is likely that the figures 
will be judggled sufficient- 
ly so that the credibility of 
the Pnme Minister is not 
shattered further. 

“Of much greater signif- 
icance is the fact thar all 


‘the economic indicators 


now clearly point in the 
wrong direction and sug- 
gest a continuing decline 
rather than an early recov- 
ery. The October figures 
published by the Bank of 
Jamaica are a chilling re- 
minder of our grave eco- 
nomic predi¢tament. The 
adverse balance of trade 
continues to increase ‘even 
as we accumulate larger 
negative figures in our for- 
eign exchange reserves. 
“Exporters bordered 
betwéen desperation and 
despair. Despite repeated 
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promises from the Minister 
of Trade and Industry, 
quotas are being constantly 
revoked and no licences 
are being issued to the 
manufacturing sector. Vital 
raw materials incur huge 
penalties on the wharves 
while our factories remain 
idle. Perishable goods are 
made te rot. Luxury. nems 
abound on ‘the shelves 
while thefe are shortages 
of rice’ and flour. 


* te. ip, precisely at ‘this 


ifuncture thar the**Primé 


Minister becomes so d 
pérate as to issue himself, a 
letter: to. exporters, which 


igould: only serve Yo create 


paitic and copfusiog.. TKe 
Opposition has. coftsistént- 
ly. éndorsed all measures 


‘calculated to’ bring ‘into 


proper account all the for- 
¢ign exchange which this 
country. eatns. Ir will con- 


GRue.to. ‘dorso, but it will 
‘not condone bullying. tac- 


fics, nor any unworkable 
system which constitutes 
harrassment or is based on 
inaccurate and coruplere 
information obtained 
through the bureaucracy. 
“The Opposition has 
already expressed its con- 
cer at the deterioration of 
relationships among the 
CARICOM States which 
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serves to threaten the trad- 
ing regime that provides so 
valuable an outlet for our 


exporters. It demands that 
the Government pursue ef- 
fective diplomatic — ap- 
proaches that preserve our 
CARICOM markets even 
as we seek to explore new 
opportunities through the 
CBI.The Opposition de- 
mands that the Govern- 
ment immediately advises 
our exporters as to the 
future of the CARICOM 
rate. The temporary period 
for which it was intro- 
duced has now elapsed. 
The artificial rate cannot 
be maintained and is plac- 
ing Our exporters at a great 
competitive disadvantage. 

“The country has been 
so pre-occupied with the 
desparate shortage of for- 
eign exchange that it has 
not sufficiently appreciated 
the deficits in the National 
Budget and the severe drop 
in local spending. The 
budget has been passed 
which exists only on paper. 
Since then, there has vir- 
tually been no expenditure 
on capital works of any 
som and the programmes 
of public maintenance 
have been virtually aban- 
doned. 

“There are mounting 
reports that Pansh Coun- 
cils, Hospitals and Schools 
have already run out of 
money. The Government 
and ather Public Institu- 
tions are failing to . pay 
their bills in time, or at all. 
Subsisterice and allowance 
for Travelling Officers are 
beifig with-held. In several 
Department, persons are 
being paid bur unable to 
oerform their jobs since 
there #% nO money to pur- 
chase the materials: nec- 
essary of to buy tyres and 
gasolene for vehicles. 
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‘It is already six weeks 
since the Prime Minister 
promised Jamaica within 
one week a_ detailed 
statement. from Jamaica 
House on the country’s 
economic performance. 
The country is entitled to 
know what figures were 
first presented. by Jamaica 
for the September IMF 
tests in respect to net In- 
ternational Reserves, net 
Domestic Credit and net 
Domestic  Assets,. and 
whether there have been 
any subsequent changes in 
the calculations. 

“We challenge the 
Prime Minister before his 
departure for the Com- 
monwealth Summit in De- 
hil to tell the country in 
clear and precise terms 
what measures the Govern- 


ment intends to pursue if 
further economic disaster 
is to be averted. In partic- 
ular, the Opposition calls 
upon the Minister of Fi- 
nance to present the true 
Budget, reveal the extent 
of our current indebted- 
ness, ‘state its clear inten- 
tions relating to the 
operation of the Parallel 
‘Market, indicate its propo- 
sals as to how it plans to 
tackle the mounting prob- 
‘lem of unemployment and 
how -ir will cushion the 
edtastrophic increases in 
the‘cost of living especially 
as they affect the poor and 
deprived. 

» “All present economic 
indications guggest that the 
economy will continue to 
@erériorate until we suffer 
a Ainal crash, so long as 
present policies contin- 
ue.in the worsening politi- 
cal scenario which faces 
the Government, there are 
those who advise the 
Prime Minister ‘to cut bait’ 
and call elections at once. 
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The need to entrench 
the electoral system in the 
Constitution of Jamaica 
has been the subject of the 
most repeated assurances 
and solemn understandings 
between the P.N.P. and 
the J.L.P. 

‘The holding of. elec- 
tions on the present voters 
list, and a voting procedure 
which does not include 
proper voter identification 
by photograph would rep- 
resent clear violations of 
firm agreements which the 
P.N.P. will not counte- 
nance. 

“The People’s National 
Party will not legitimized 
any bogus election, will 
not contest any General 
Elections on a votes list 
already three years old. It 
will not subscribe to the 
disenfranchisement of 
those who since 1980 are 
now entitled to vote. 

“The Government must 
understand that any Gener- 
al Elections held before 
the agreed system is imple- 
mented will create the 
most serious consequences. 
It will bear the full respon- 
sibility of leading Jamaica 
on a dangerous path of 
inevitable confrontation.” 











COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


GUERRERO CHURCHMEN TAKE UP CATHOLICS’ CIVIC DUTIES 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 21 Oct 83 pp 4-A, 27-A 
[Article by Federico Ortiz] 


[Text] The need for the Church to be present in the political scene arises 
from something deeply ingrained in the Christian faith. We priests cannot 
participate in politics in Mexico, but it is our duty to develop political 
awareness among Catholics, says a pastoral document issued on the occasion of 
the forthcoming municipal elections in the State of Guerrero and signed by 
Archbishop Rafael Bello Ruiz of Acapulco, Bishop Jose Lizares Estrada of 
Ciudad Altamirano and Bishop Jose Maria Hernandez Gonzalez of Chipala. 

"When a Catholic goes to vote," the church leaders say, "he must select a 
candidate who stands for deep structural changes, for a social justice which 
will benefit everybody; a candidate who favors democratic participation by 
all citizens, who wants to serve the community, who gives every indication 
of being honest in the exercise of his duties, who shows respect for human 
rights and upholds their observance, who protects individual and social 
liberties and who fights for the grievances of the most deprived people." 


The archbishop and bishops of Guerrero say in the above-mentioned document: 
we approach the sphere of public and political life exclusively from the 
viewpoint of our Christian faith and of our pastoral mission among the people 
of God. 


Christians must participate in public and political life with determination 
and courage to build a new society based on the tenets of the gospel. 
Catholics cannot remain passive and indifferent when it is a question of 
solving problems and fully particpating in temporal matters because we are 
hoping for "new skies and new lands." 


The bishops warn that "politics in their broadest sense, which focus on the 
general well-being, must specify the values, define the means and moral code 
applicable to social relations. In this broad sense, politics are a matter 
of interest for the Church and, therefore, for its priests who are ministers 
of unity (Concept expressed at the meeting of the CELAM [Latin American 
Bishops Council]j in 1979)." 
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Politics in their strict sense, according to the bishops of Guerrero, amount 
to the actual execution of the political tasks by groups of citizens whose 
purpose is to gain and use political power to resolve economic, political 
and social issues in accordance with their own criteria and ideologies 
(Puebla '79). That partisan policy is the specific area of activity of 
secular people. 


It is a moral duty for secular people to actively participate in the elections 
of civilian authorites by casting their vote knowingly, having their vote 
respected at electoral meetings, expressing their views and opinions to the 
appointed leaders and, whenever necessary, denouncing or dismissing by legal 


procedure those officials who fail to carry out their tasks with honesty and 
efficiency. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


ARCHBISHOP REJECTS ARTICLE IN PRI OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Oct 83 p 20-A 
[Article by Federico Ruiz Jr.] 


[Text] We are neither the villains of history nor the enenies of Mexico. The 
PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] has a distorted vision of history. It 
sees things in terms of black and white, in simplistic and cut-and-dried terms 
dividing Mexicans into good and bad guys. The good guys are those who belong 
to that party and the bad guys those who do not belong to it and whom they 
hold responsible for all the ills afflicting Mexico today and in past 
centuries. 


This is stated by Archbishop Adalberto Almeida Merino of Chihuahua in an open 
letter replying in strong terms to an article which appeared in the magazine 
LA REPUBLICA, the PRI official publication, under the heading 'On the Subject 
of Conservatives, the Church and the State, Their Bearing on Recently Held 
Elections. ' 


The archbishop states that in a country where most of the population claims 
to be Catholic and where the majority of the PRI members are also Catholics, 
the article is trying to create a split between the lay population and its 
religious leaders presenting the clergy as the villain of history and as the 
main enemy of Mexico today. 


But, Monsignor Almeida says, given the fact that the PRI has dominated 
Mexico's political and social life not only since it was created as a party, 
half a century ago, but from the days back to the middle of last century-- 
because the PRI claims to be the heir to the reform--one could ask, who should 
then be held responsible for all the underdevelopment afflicting Mexico in 

the sphere of democracy and in almost every area? Who is responsible for 

the outrageous public corruption (without forgetting private corruption) which 
prevails in our country? 


Monsignor Almeida Merino adds: The PRI is trying to pigeonhole the church 
into specific attitudes adopted by it in the last century. We know that 
Mexico's official written history is partial because, since it is used to 
support an ideology, it pursues a political purpose. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


e 


BORDER INDUSTRIES FACING LABOR, CAPITAL SHORTAGES 

Chihuahua Labor Shortages 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 17 Oct 83 p 11-D 
[Article by Manuel Cabrera] 


[Text] Senobrio Terrazas, chairman of the Conciliation and Arbitration Board, 
says that workers are urgently needed in the in-bond industry and that the 
industrial development of the border belt in the north of the country is 
going ahead. 


He explained that they even advertised in all the mass media for people to 
work in these in-bond plants and that, according to a study conducted by the 
local association of economists, initially the plants were seeking workers 
with secondary studies but now they are not even required to have a primary 
education certificate. 


Juan Antonio Chavez, coordinator of the League of Economists, said that while 
there is a shortage of manpower in Cuidad Juarez, a disorganized emigration 
is taking place in area towns. 


Finally he noted that the in-bond industry has jobs for 80,000 women workers 
and that only 70 percent of these jobs are filled which means that they have 
some 15,000 vacancies. 


Closings in Coahuila 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 21 Oct 83 p 6-D 
[Article by Joaquin Paredes F.] 
[Text] Saltillo, Coahuila, 20 October. Baltasar Cavazos Flores, legal 
adviser to the local COPARMEX [Employers Confederation of the Mexican Repub- 
lic], has announced that several clothing factories and plants making 


automotive parts are closing down in the area for lack of operating capital. 


He added that several factories have cut down on their working hours in a 
desperate effort to remain in business and noted that scores of workers have 
taken salary cuts. 
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He explained that there had been no strikes in the area for several months 
in spite of the economic difficulties faced by the production sector. 


He noted that the unemployment rate in the state was not alarming and 
announced that new steps will be taken to improve the quality of locally 
produced goods to make them more competitive in the domestic and foreign 
markets. 


8796 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


METROPOLITAN AREA COST OF LIVING RAW DATA 
Water Sales 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 3 Oct 83 'Metropoli' supplement p 9 


[Excerpt] Naucalpan, Mex.--Poverty and affluence in the popular settlements 
and in the residential divisions rub shoulders in Naucalpan, "where the 
municipal authorities repress popular movements," Pedro Ballina Amador, legal 
advisor of the Popuizr Settlements Union of Naucalpan, AC (Naucapac), declared 
categorically. 


According to our informant, the mayor, Sergio Mancilla Guzman, refuses to 
provide services to the popular settlements, especially those where there are 
a large number of caves used by people of limited means. 


The Union of. Popular Settlements, our informant explained, has been demanding 
materials for building retaining walls, as well as pipes to bring in water 
and provide drainage, "but the local government, instead of doing the work, 
sells the 200-liter drum for 40 pesos, like any private water-seller 
['pipero']." 


Eggs in Toluca 

Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 7 Oct 83 'Metropoli' supplement p 9 
[Excerpt] Toluca, Mexico, 6 October--During the past month, the delegation 
of the Secretariat of Commerce in the Valley of Toluca received a total of 
400 reports, of which 99 were for violation of the official price of eggs. 
Francisco Serrano Gomez, delegate of the SECOFIN [Commerce and Industrial 
Development Secretariat], reported the foregoing to METROPOLI, explaining 
that based on these data a special campaign of supplying eggs was started, 


accompanied by the corresponding punishments for those who take advantage. 


He explained that the price of eggs in the Toluca area has risen to 100 pesos 
per kilo, while the official price is 72.60 pesos. 
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Eggs at 120 Pesos 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 14 Oct 83 'Metropoli’' supplement p 5 
[Article by Lucia Mendez Cardenas] 
[Excerpt] Egg dealers in the Federal District reported yesterday that the 
Grocery Supply Center [Central de Abasto] is the one that threatened to 


suspend egg orders and added that poultry breeders are still selling them, but 
at very high prices. 





During the visit METROPOLI paid to several markets, the dealers stated that 
the Grocery Supply Center had informed them that it will shut the storehouses 
and not allow eggs to come in. 


As far as poultry breeders are concerned, they said the storehouses are 
continuing to sell the product and that there is no shortage, but that eggs 
are very expensive and nobody wants to admit why they are no longer profitable. 


The current purchase price is 103 pesos, while the selling price is between 
105 and 120 pesos. With this in mind, the dealers have kept asking, "Where 
are the orders of imported eggs that the government announced recently?" and 
added: "Until the producers and the Secretariat of Commerce get together to 
set the official price, speculation and hoarding will continue." 


Short-Measure Containers of Milk 
Mexico City EL D™A in Spanish 14 Oct 83 'Metropoli' supplement p 8 


[Excerpt] The public prosecutor's office for the Defense of the Consumer 
has confirmed that four-pack [tetrapak] containers of Alpura, Boreal, Star 

of Xalapa and Lala brands milk, supposedly measuring one liter, fall short by 
up to 250 milliliters. 


Cuts of Meat in Nezahualcoyotl 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 15 Oct 83 'Metropoli' supplement p 8 


{Excerpt} Nezahualcoyotl City, Mex., 14 October--For the purpose of putting 
an end to excesses by butcher shop owners who sell beef at 450 pesos per kilo, 
"soup bones" [retazo con hueso] at 250, and steak of tenderloin at 800 pesos 
per kilo, several associations of settlement residents are asking the author- 
ities to intervene, requesting that CONASUPO [National Company for Basic 
Commodities| stores that sell meat at popular prices be established in this 
municipality. 


Eggs at 130, 150 Pesos 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 19 Oct 83 'Metropoli’' supplement p 8 
[Text] Without advance notice or official authorization, unscrupulous 


dealers for the Valley of Mexico have raised the price on "red" eggs to 150 
pesos per kilo, and the price on "white" eggs to 130. 
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A trip to the Pochteca markets in Naucalpan, and the Ignacio Zaragoza markets 
in Atizapan, and the Filiberto Gomez market was useful to substantiate that 
actually the dealers and lessees do not sell eggs at 72 pesos per kilo, which 
is the official price fixed by the SECOFIN [Commerce and Industrial Develop- 
ment Secretariat]. 


In some places the sale of eggs is conditioned, while some dealers retail 
just the product--one kilo only--to consumers. 


The dealer Rogelio Martinez, stated when he was asked "eggs are sold to us 
distributors at 120 pesos per kilo." 


In other places, egg sales are not even announed, while on some NZT farms, 
eggs are sold individually, at 10 pesos per egg. 


In some municipalities, like Nezhualcoyotl, Ecatepec, Coacalco, Tultitlan 
and Villa Nicolas Romero, eggs have practically disappeared from the market. 


Bakery Goods 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 19 Oct 83 'Metropoli" supplement p 8 


[Excerpt] The bakers of the State of Mexico have imposed variable prices on 
sugared bread after the authorities of SECOFIN rejected the 30-percent 
increase on white bread. 


The basic commodity costs 2 pesos per 70-gram piece, while the sugared 
product is sold for between 7 and 25 pesos, according to the size and quality 
of the bread. 


The foregoing was checked by METROPOLI when it visited the bakeries on the 
periphery, where so far the prices of white bread--bread rolls and large 
loaves of brown bread--have not been honored, for in all these establishments 
the price is 3 pesos a piece, minimum. 


Eggs at CONASUPO Outlets 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 22 Oct 83 'Metropoli' supplement p 2 
[Article by Lucia Mendez Cardenas] 


[Text] Since last Thursday ©VNASUPO outlets have put on sale several crates 
of eggs imported from the United States for the purpose of helping to solve 
the problem of an egg shortage which has occurred in recent months and to 
prevent hoarding and speculation. 


When METROPOLI visited the aforementioned outlets, located on the perimeter 

of the metropolitan area, it was able to confirm that eggs are being sold to 
the public for 77 pesos 50 centavos, but only in the largest shopping centers, 
like, for instance: Medical Center, Nonoalco, la Viga and a few others. 
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In the CONASUPO outlet at the Medical Center, the dealers observed that the 
demand is so great that there are not enough eggs to go around. This is why 
they estimate that the 75 crates which were distributed to them will be sold 
by tomorrow at the latest. 


In addition, they stated that in most cases, the distributor does not fill 
complete orders, for of the 1,500 crates they order, they receive less than 
half and added that this is one of the reasons the eggs will not be sold at 
the small CONASUPOS. 


When the news came that eggs would be sold, many housewives went to the 
aforementioned centers and indulged in sprees of panic buying "for fear that 
the supply would be gone." 


Several of them explained to METROPOLI that the lower price on this indis- 
pensable food will save them about 40 pesos, since in other places eggs are 
being sold at a price that fluctuates between 100 and 125 pesos per kilo. 
Nevertheless they also mentioned that to buy eggs in those stores, you have 
to get on long lines because the demand is high and they are only sold by 
what the cone [sic] weighs. 


The dealers indicated that this measure was due to the fact that the eggs 
are smashed, damaged or spoiled and are delivered with the cone so as not to 
waste them, and showed a big pail full of the food that they collect daily 
owing to the fact that many eggs are completely broken. 


12448 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


EMIGRATION OF COAHUILA UNEMPLOYED--Saltillo, Coahuila, 10 October. According 
to Gilberto de Leon, deputy secretary general of the League of Agrarian Com- 
munities and Farmers' Union, some 800 peasants from Coahuila have emigrated 
to the United States in the past 3 months due to the desperate plight they 
were facing in their agrarian communities where no jobs are available. 

[Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 2 Oct 83 p 8-D] 8796 


ARRIVAL OF NEW HONDURAN AMBASSADOR--Ricardo Arturo Pineda Milla, the new 
Honduran ambassador to Mexico, arrived in the capital yesterday and announced 
that he will be presenting his credentials to President Miguel de la Madrid 
Hurtado on 4 November. Pineda Milla's previous assignments were as ambassador 
to Nicaragua and to Great Britain. He has also held the position of adviser 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of undersecretary of state for foreign 
affairs. [Excerpt] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 21 Oct 83 p 29-A] 8796 


NEW AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDENTIALS--Ambassadors Arshed Toufik Ismael of 

Iraq, Ahmed Asim Akymac of Turkey, Amir Usman of Fakistan and Fouad Aoun of 
Lebanon presented yesterday copies of their credentials to Alfonso Rosenzeig- 
Diaz, undersecretary of foreign relations in charge of such matters. Toukif, 
age 39, was born in Dahuk, in the autonomous region of Kurdistan, and belongs 
to the [?jimeda] ethnic minority. He studied law at the University of 
Baghdad, is a member of the Baath Party and has been director of Baghdad 

Radio and press adviser at the Iraqi Embassy in Spain. In 1980 he was 
appointed as ambassador to Cuba and Haiti concurrently. Asim Akiamac was 

born in Cyprus in 1922. He studied at the Faculty of Political Science and 

in 1949 joined the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he held a variety 
of posts. Between 1964 and 1969 he was adviser and charge d'affairs in the 
Turkish Permanent Mission to the United Nations. In 1978 he was appointed 
ambassador to Ireland and in 1980 he became a senior adviser in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Amir Usman, age 51, has a law degree. He has been cul- 
tural and press attache of the Pakistani Embassy in Iran, press attache and 
adviser to his country's embassy in Afghanistan, embassy adviser in the United 
States; from 1977 to 1978 he was director general in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and in 1979 he acted as envoy in his country's embassy in Great Bri- 
tain. Fouad Aoun, age 43, has a law degree and graduated from the National 
Administration College of Beirut. He has held posts in the Lebanese embassies 
of Argentina, Venezuela and Spain. In 1978 he was consul general of his 
country in Sao Paulo, Brazil. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 7 Oct 
1983 p 30-A] 8796 
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NICARAGUA 


JUNTA MEMBER MERCADO PLEDGES ELECTION OPEN TO PARTIES IN 1985 
Stockholm SVENSKA ‘DAGBLADET in Swedish 8 Dec 83 p 4 


[Article by Agneta Ullenius in Nicaragua: "Sandinista Leader Sergio Ramirez 
Says Revolution Depends on the Election"] 


[Text] Managua. "The election in 1985 will prove whether 

we have the confidence of the people to continue the work 

of the revolution," said junta member Sergio Ramirez Mercado 
to SVENSKA DAGBLADET's correspondent in Nicaragua. "We have 
sworn to hold an election in Nicaragua with the participation 
of all political parties. But ome must not forget that we 
are in a very special situation, in a continuing risk of war, 
and with a threat of invasion hanging over us." 


Sergio Ramirez Mercado, one of the three Sandinista leaders in Nicaragua's 
governing junta, was interviewed in his office in the closely guarded gov- 
ernment building in Managua's earthquake-plagued center. He is quiet and 
tense, and expresses himself quickly without stopping to think. 


He emphasizes that the Sandinistas, who are surely themselves going to 
administer the election process, are by no means the only candidates in 
the election of 1985. 


"All the five political parties which according to Nicaraguan law are mem- 
bers of the national council will have the right to participate. But also 
other parties, including those who were in the old national assembly during 
Somoza's time, can enter. .And all will have the same opportunities to 
conduct their election campaigns on TV, the radio and the press." 


No Charisma 
In Nicaragua there are not many who can imagine the possibility that the 


Sandinistas will not get the majority of the votes in an election. But 
Sergio Ramirez will not exclude such an election outcome. 
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"If the Sandinistas lose the election, that means that there is another more 
important force in the country, a political and social force which would re- 
place us and the reconstruction activity after the revolution. 


"The election is going to prove whether we have the confidence of the 
people to continue the work of the revolution," said Ramirez calmly. 





Sergio Ramirez is not a charismatic leader figure like Interior Minister 
Tomas Borge or Daniel Ortega. Neither is he one of the nine commandants 
in the directorate, the Sandinista council which has the power in Nicaragua. 


Ramirez is more intellectual than military. He has a solid legal back- 
ground, and has even been published as an author. But he is one of the 
three Sandinistas in the governing junta, and is therefore one of the 
country's most important individuals. 


Great Respect 


Commandants Daniel Ortega and Jaime Wheelock are Daniel and Jaime with the 
entire population, even in front-page headlines in the press. But Sergio 
Ramirez is Dr Ramirez, and his name is spoken with great respect. 


He is serious and becomes bitter when he speaks of the threat of invasion 
from neighboring countries Honduras and Costa Rica where counterrevolution- 
ary groups attack over Nicaragua's borders. 


"Reaction from the United States to our election decree have so far been 
positive. We regard Secretary of State George Schultz's statement as a 
clearly positive sign. But the threat of a direct invasion supported by 
the United States still has not been lifted. Neither has the threat of 
continued terrorist attacks." 


Only a few days after the Sandinistas' decree on free elections and amnesty 
for counterrevolutionaries who left Nicaragua after the 1979 revolution, 

a Nicaraguan fishing boat was attacked in the Gulf of Fonseca by a Honduran 
military aircraft. The captain of the boat was killed, and four crewmen 
were wounded. 


"It is still too early to estimate how many counterrevolutionaries will 
accept our offer of safe conduct in exchange for turning in their weapons," 
said Ramirez. "But our consulates in Honduras, United States and Costa 
Rica are ready to receive them." 


When he speaks of the prospects for a peaceful solution of the conflicts in 
Central America, Ramirez emphasizes that Nicaragua will show its willing- 
ness to negotiate in all ways. Since October the Sandinistas have recom- 
mended to the United States as well as the Contadora Group--Mexico, Panama, 
Columbia and Venezuela--a Central American treaty on limiting weapon pur- 
chases abroad. 
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"We have also placed four peace proposals before the presidents of the 
Contadora countries," said Ramirez. "One directly with the United States, 
another only with Honduras, and a pact of nonintervention between countries 
in Central America. Furthermore we have recommended that all foreign 
military advisors leave the region." 





So far Nicaragua has seen no concrete results of these recommendations. 
Sergio Ramirez hopes that the meeting of the Contadora Group in Panama 
later in the month will be another step forward. 


"If these treaties do not become a reality I see no other solution. We 
have no other proposals to put forth." 


Home for Christmas 


Differences of opinion between the United States and Nicaragua can be 
expected to be insurmountable, but on at least one point the Sandinistas 
and the White House recently agreed. 


The 2,000 Cuban teachers who left Nicaragua in the middle of November were 
not "military advisors sent home because of pressure from the United States" 
as certain reports indicated. The United States asserted instead that the 
Cubans went home for Christmas vacations. 

According to the Sandinista leadership here in Managua, 1,200 of them 

were Cubans who completed 2 years of volunteer work. The other 800 will 
return at the beginning of next year. 


9287 
CSO: 3650/75 








COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


MILITARY COMMANDERS REVIEW NORTHERN, SOUTHERN FRONTS 


Militia Constitutes Main Force 


Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 11 Nov 83 pp 28-33 


[Statements made by Comdr Javier Carrion, chief of the Third Military Region, 


on the Honduran border, in an exclusive interview with Mario Mencia; date and 
location not specified] 


[Text] Two weeks have elapsed since the savage attack on the town in Pantasma 
Valley in the mountainous northern department of Jinotega, and the Nicaraguan 
people have already made the decimated task force of the counterrevolutionary 
ringleader, Mike Lima, who committed the crimes on 18 October, pay a high price. 


In half a dozen encounters with the Simon Bolivar Irregular Fighting Battalion 
(BLI), comprised of young combatants who have received special training for 
this type of warfare in the mountains, the counterrevolutionaries have had 73 


deaths in less than 10 days, and have been unable to break contact with their 
pursuers. 


Despite the fact that it has attempted to avoid combat in a desperate effort 
to escape this counterrevolutionary force has had its movement toward the 
Honduran border stopped at Kilambe hill, 1,700 meters high. The Simon Bolivar 


group's persevering harassment has even deprived it of its usual supplies by 
air. 


About 80 kilometers to the west, the territorial militias and the Sandinist 
Popular Army caused 18 deaths to another of the so-called task forces, the 

one led by the also former Somocist criminal, ''Tono," who made a futile attempt 
to seize Ciudad Antigua, in the department of Nueva Segovia. 


These casualties which, added to those from several encounters during the past 
2 weeks, have brought the number of counterrevolutionaries eliminated during 
these few days in Nueva Segovia and Jinotega to 151, and the mortar attack 

on 30 October upon the Murrupuchi border station by Honduran Army forces and 
Somocist mercenaries typify the latest major incidents in the Third Military 
Region. 


The Third Military Region covers an extensive strip of territory from Las 
Segovias to the Caribbean Sea which, in addition to Nueva Segovia and Jinotega, 
includes the departments of Madriz, Esteli, Matagalpa and Zelaya Norte, consti- 
tuting the entire Nicaraguan border with Honduras. 
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It is in this area that the initial setback occurred to the imperialists' plans 
aimed at destroying the Sandinist revolution. There,many efforts to establish 
counterrevolutionary groups coming from Honduras, which were paid, armed, 
supplied and backed by the United States Government have failed. 


In the middle of this year, it became obvious that the Yankee imperialists, 
with the groveling complicity of Honduran civilian and military authorities, 
were attempting to pump new force into the heavily attacked Somocist mercenary 
groups launched in northern Nicaragua. 


The features of this new phase of the brazen imperialist aggression against 
Sandino's people comprised the first topic of concern to the reporters from 
BOHEMIA at the beginning of their interview with the chief of the Third Military 
Region. 


In response to that question, Comdr Javier Carrion commented in detail: "During 
this new phase, there has been an increase in the infiltration of counterrevolu- 
tionary forces, now provided with a completely supplied military structure from 
the standpoint of American weapons and provisions. 


"One of the fundamental goals of the Planting Plan was to distract our forces, 
as part of an enemy strategy which we know to have been programed and executed 
with counterrevolutionary units and Honduran Army troops. 


"As early as May, our troops fought those of the Honduran Army which were 
directly backing up the counterrevolutionary activities in the Jalapa sector. 


"In this connection, the Planting Plan is aimed at affording the impression 
that the counterrevolution has a social base in our country, so as to provide 
an argument for the escz:’ation of the aggression directly sponsored by the 
imperialists. 


"In July, August and September, our militia units, which have been created and 
strengthened in recent years since the revolutionary victory, held confronta- 
tions with the various counterrevolutionary groups. Those groups were attempt- 
ing to base themselves at strategic points in the Sixth Region, in order to 
supplement the plan of attack in Las Segovias, primarily in the direction of 
Ocotal, Somoto and Jalapa. 


"During those 3 months, we managed to destroy a high percentage of the initial 
counterrevolutionary plans aimed at striking our Sandinist Popular Army units, 
militia units, economic enterprises in the people's area and agricultural 
cooperatives." 


With a calm, assured, unchanging manner of speaking. Comdr Javier Carrion also 
has the most widespread feature of the leaders of the Nicaraguan revolution: 

A guerrilla commander and member of the Sandinist Assembly (a kind of Central 
Committee), the chief of the Third Military Region is only 28 years old. 
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Prominent in the student struggles between 1965 and 1972, in 1973 he joined the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front, as he was beginning his university studies. 
He was 18 years old then. He worked under the direction of Pedro Arauz, one 

of the founders of the FSLN, In charge of FSLN communications and intelligence 
at Leon in 1974, in that year he was transferred to the Managua regional entity. 
He was a member of the Juan Jose Quesada commando group which achieved the 
liberation of a group of imprisoned Sandinist leaders, with whom he left the 
country in 1975. 


He returned clandestinely to Nicaragua and worked on the rural organization of 
military schools in the Leon-Chinadega sector. Captured in March 1976, he was 
sentenced to 30 years in prison. Released by the successful action of an FSLN 
commando group at the government palace in 1978, he departed for Panama and 
returned again clandestinely in January 1979. 


He joined the Oscar Turcios column, headed by Comdr German Pomares, on the 
Carlos Fonseca Amador Northern Front. When Commander Pomares died, he became 
head of his column and a member of the Northern Front staff. In that capacity 
he took part in many battles, finally culminating in the seizure of Jalapa, 

El Jiraco, El Sungano, Willili, Jinotega, Matagalpa, Guaco and Managua, until 
the revolution's victory on 19 July 1979. 


We asked: "The recent action gives the impression that the enemy's immediate 
intention is to attack the economy and terrorize the peasants, rather than to 
become established militarily. Is that assessment correct?" And Carrion 
confirmed it: 


"Correct. What's going on? During those 3 months that we mentioned, according 
to the estimate. that we have, the enemy has had over 500 of its troops killed. 


"When they observed the strength of the militias and found out about’ the quality 
of the weapons that we have provided them with, they had to give up the initial 
plans and engage in sowing terrorism in the mountainous regions. In this way, 
they are attempting to isolate the peasants from the revolutionary government 
and from the economic policy that the latter is applying to those sectors of 

the rural areas. 


"Basically, they burn people's stores, shops and equipment. They have destroy- 
ed health stations, rural schools and grain silos. All the economic and social 
benefits that we have succeeded in taking to the region during the past 3 years 
are now military targets of the counterrevolutionaries. 


"After the overwhelming blows that they received in July, August and September, 
the counterrevolutionary staff began to realize the need to regroup some of 
these forces and to supply them by air, because it had become complicated by 
land owing to the acticn of our troops; and they started being supplied with 
resources from CIA, using air facilities in the mountainous areas. For this 
purpose, the infiltrated groups have systems for communication with Honduran 
territory and ground-to-air communication between the groups and the planes 
sent from bases in Honduras. 
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"But they have never succeeded in stabilizing themselves in our country. They 
enter, and carry out a few raids; we send out our forces against them, causing 
them heavy casualties, and they have to return to Honduran territory, where 
they are resupplied and obtain more men." 


We asked: "Does this mean that those counterrevolutionary groups have not had 
their retreat cut off, and that they still have an opportunity for passage 
over land with their rear guard in Honduras?" 


"Our troops are making the opportunity for supply by land difficult. In this 
border region with Honduras there are many kilometers consisting of wooded 
mountains with little habitat, lacking in highways and infrastructure. 


"At a particular time, that benefited the enemy for infiltration. But the 
counterrevolutionary groups that have attempted to become established were 
unable to obtain supplies by land; because our regular troops, and especially 
the militias, have made that impossible. 


"Therefore, what the enemy is carrying out, as a direct plan of the CIA, is 
air supply, which is the most traditional in this type of operation. When a 
plane was brought down in the hilly sector of Rio Blanco, the Honduran parti- 
cipation was completely proven,as were the modern, ClA-type system of para- 
troopers, the packing that they use for medicines, the preparation of the 
weaponry and the quality of the troops. 


"Nevertheless, the supplies to the counterrevolutionaries through this method 
could not be stable either. With the strikes that we have made against then, 
the enemy was forced to regroup in Honduran border sectors toward the end of 
September and early October. Only in that way, by crossing the border, could 
they be supplied and reinforced with a human element, in a desperate effort to 
resume the offensive again. 


"The offensive, as they conceived it, has failed them. It was scheduled for 
July and August, as a supplement to a plan wherein the enemy would attempt to 
engage in armed action more persistently against the towns of Ocotal and 
Somoto. 


"The enemy proposed to take Jalapa first; but the defense mechanism that we 
used against them made it impossible for them to seize Jalapa. Over 2 years 
of counterrevolutionary activity have elapsed, and they have been unable to 
carry out these intentions. 


"Since those counterrevolutionary goals were foiled at that very time, in 
October and November, taking advantage of the American military maneuvers in 
Honduras, and of the situation in our country, with the harvesting of coffee 
and cotton, the counterrevolutionaries planned to act forcefully against Ocotal, 
in an attempt to procure a territory that could be recognized internationally, 
with an international highway as well, which would enable them to receive 
material and human support from reactionary governments and the American impe- 
rialists. 
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"It is the same plan to dominate a piece of our territory, so as later to call 
upon the army of Honduras, the forces of the Central American Defense Council 
(CONDECA) and the imperialists themselves to participate more overtly with 
their own troops in the attacks. 


"A final attempt that they made, a few days ago, in early October, was neutral- 
ized and thwarted by the border and militia troops located in that sector. 
About 500 counterrevolutionaries took part. Since the defeat they have grouped 
more forces in Honduras, in that direction, and they are even coordinating 

the possible participation of the Honduran Army. 


"In short, the counterrevolutionaries themselves have made no major progress 
nor do they have any further prospects in the Las Segovias region. But the 
enemy is increasing crime as a policy, so as at least to create terror among 
the peasants and to separate them from the revolutionary process." 


Several reports from the United States press itself, as well as some filmed 
reports made by European journalists have recently attested to the ClIA-Honduras- 
traitorous mercenaries’collusion in the aggression against Nicaragua. 


Further evidence exposing the reactionary multinational nature of the plans 
to destabilize and destroy the Sandinist revolution is the supplying of the 
counterrevolutionary groups. Our subsequent questions are aimed in that 
direction. 


"Has the presence of mercenaries from other countries been detected among the 
counterrevolutionary forces operating on the northern front?" 


"We have not yet captured any foreigner alive. We have found corpses of coun- 
terrevolutionaries who were not Somocist elements. One had an Argentine iden- 
tity card and documentation confirming his attendance at an Argentine military 
school, 


"We have also found United States identification on other bodies of dead coun- 
terrevolutionaries, mainly issued in the state of Florida. But thus far we 
have not been able to capture these mercenaries alive. 


"It has been learned from prisoners and peasants who were kidnapped and managed 
to escape that there are in the counterrevolutionary camps in Honduras Argen- 
tine mercenaries, mercenaries of Cuban origin and Honduran and American offi- 
cials participating in the training and the planning of the imperialist 

attacks against our country.” 


"What type of weapons do the counterrevolutionary groups use?" 
"The counterrevolutionaries use mainly FAL weapons, belonging to the Honduran 
Army, which are being exchanged for the American M-16. That is the leading 


type of weapon. 


"They also have weapons of Chinese igin, the AKA-47 and the RPG-7 rocket 
pack. And they have LAW rocket p.: , M-79 grenade launchers, special 61 
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mortars for mountain fighting, C-3 and C-4 plastic explosives and communica- 
tions equipment, all of United States manufacture. The: provisions are total- 
ly American: clothing, belts, boots and field equipment. 


"This proves the direct adoption of these forces by t:he imperialists. They 

have even assumed a special troops structure, as in the American Army, based 
on the type of war that they must wage in this territory. For example, they 
have brought in combat, backup, scouting and intelligence groups, using the 

name 'task force.'" 


During the extensive tour of the Las Segovias mountains, the Cuban reporters 
felt the heartbeat of a people ready to defend their fatherland to the final 
consequences: men and women, carrying rifles, ready to fight fearlessly for 
the land that they have made free after half a century of imperialist tyranny 
and oppression. We saw them raise their fists and their weapons against the 
wretched Yankee invasion of Grenada. They fel].t, with us, immense pride upon 
learning of the Spartan resistence of a handf'1l of Cuban workers on that small 
Caribbean island. We heard them shout their slogans in the streets of Mata- 
galpa: "free fatherland, or death!"; of Jinotega: "facherland or death, we 
shall conquer!"; of Esteli: "the people, united, will never be conquered!"; 
and of Condega: "the people, armed, will ne:ver be crushed!" We recognized 
this in the 13-year old Lucas Rodriguez, the child hero who saved San Rafael 
del Norte with his manly courage; and in .Jesus Pineda, the old hero, a veteran 
Sandinist, 76 years old, eager with his AK and proud of the budding epic feats 
that have been gradually erupting in his beloved Nicaragua. It is an eternal 
youth exploding with hope, not fearing t.o be a soldier of freedom and listen- 
ing unmoved to the assassin gunfire which at times breaks the night silence of 
the Ocotal mountains more than the steidy rainfall. It is the platoon of girls 
attending secondary school guarding tie border bridge over the Coco River, 
which was destroyed by mortar fire the day before yesterday at dawn. It is 
simply the people of Benjamin Zeledom, Augusto Cesar Sandino and Carlos Fonse- 
ca, smiling, self-assured, with the courage of volcanoes and mountains, lend- 
ing magnitude to their bravery and valor, higher than their lofty mountains. 


Hence, this other question could ne .t fail to be asked: 


"Insofar as the military region urider your command, specifically, is concerned, 
what has been the people's response, the attitude of the youth and their incor- 
poration into patriotic military service, in view of all this that has been 
happening?" ; 


"We have worked hard in this region on the organization and improvement of the 
Sandinist Popular Militias, ber:ause owing to its topographical and social 
features, it has been a region selected as one of the enemy's main theaters 
for attack. 


"We have gained 3 years" experience and have set up a strong militia organiza- 
tion. A large number of mi’.itias have been armed, and the weaponry of those 
militias has been improved. In this region they are the essential forces 
opposing the counterrevolutionary act.ivities. 
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"The people's responsie has been so great that, in fact, we are behind in our 
potential for mobilizing our people, in the sense that we have not had suffi- 
cient capacity to organize, train and arm all the potential people willing to 
fight. 


"We have established some militia schools and trained military officers and 
cadres, which will enable us to develop the popular militias even more massive- 
ly. And we are striving i-o acquire, within a few months, an even greater 
capacity for command, orgeé!nization and personnel." 


"In mentioning the militias:, you describe them as ‘essential forces.' In this 
instance, does ‘essential f.orces’ mean combat forces already active at 
present?" 


"Yes. The fact is that the military structure here in this region is essen- 
tially one of militias. Within the structure of our regular, full-time 
reservist army, the massive portion consists of the militias, which we are 
developing and improving after 3 years of constant confrontation with the 
counterrevolutionary mercenary forces. 


"We are preparing ourselves militarily, not merely on the basis of the counter- 
revolutionary activities, but alsc’ for the possibility of American imperialist 
intervention with the latter's own forces. 


"In that sense, our military doctrii1e is one of organizing and preparing all our 
people in the military structure as popular militia members, for a general 
resistance by the people in the evem: of direct military intervention by the 
American imperialists. 


"We are very well aware of the content of Reagan's remarks when he states that 
the Nicaraguan revolution must be destroyed. So, our line is to prepare all 
our men and women militarily to defend the fatherland and the revolution. 


"We have had some very concrete experiemce with militias that have fought 
against counterrevolutionary groups and, by the end of a week, have caused 
them so many casualties that they have haci to return to Honduras. 


"In this region, which has been one of the ones most attacked, with the great- 
est amount of enemy activity, we have had t.>? develop the popular militias 
quickly. Although they have no extensive schooling in combat readiness, they 
have been learning to fight in the battles tliemselves, with a high degree of 
effectiveness. 


"During that period which we have mentioned, .‘uly, August, September and part 
of October, we have had about 98 battles which have been waged from the border 
up to a certain depth. And most of those battles have been fought by the 
popular militias." 


"One question leads to another, because of their close connection. Recently, 
the international press has stressed the statements made by the Honduran 
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defense minister, in which he remarked that, in the event of a possible 
failure in the Contadora Group's negotiations, they would use the CONDECA 
forces as an only option. Is that threat a matter of concern to the Sandin- 
ists?" 


"The war in any of its degrees is a matter of concern to us. Since the start, 
our government has been striving for peace. We need peace to rebuild the 
country, which is still suffering the effects of the long war waged against 
the Somoza tyranny and to emerge from underdevelopment. We are striving for 
agreements that will prevent war. 


"Nevertheless, those opportunities have been denied us by the intransigence 
of the imperialists and their puppets in the area, who are taking an increas- 
ingly aggressive line against the Nicaraguan revolution. 


"We are not seeking a confrontation with any Central American country. Never- 
theless, our people who have been fighting for their freedom for years, who 
have known war and who have developed their own combative capacity, do not 
fearmilitary aggression on a larger scale than at present, either. 


"Our people are becoming more aware and more convinced of the justness of their 
cause and of their potential for military defense with every passing day. The 
patriotic spirit is greater, as is the determination to fight for our sovereign- 
ty, even though we may have to pay a high price economically and in suffering 
from the imperialist aggression. 


"Our people's response to this possible escalation has been to join massively 
in defense. In this connection, in view of the statement from the government 
of Honduras, we shall attempt to avoid that military option through CONDECA 
as a solution to the Central American problem. But we are certain that, if 
the military option is imposed on us, we shall come out successfully with a 
military victory." | 


U.S., Costa Rican Involvement Scored 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 18 Nov 83 pp 66-71 


[Statements made by Comdr Francisco Rivera, chief of the Second Military 
Zone on the Costa Rican border, in an exclusive interview with Mario Mencia; 
date and location not specified] 


[Text] By what international law, by what moral standard, is the United 
States Senate protected to authorize (as it has just done) the appropriation 
of another $19 million of the U.S. budget for the increasingly dirty and by 
no means secret war of the CIA against Nicaragua? 


Nicaragua is an independent, sovereign country, a member of the international 
community. It is not at war with the United States. The Nicaraguan people 
did, indeed, fight for over 40 years against the Somocist tyranny, which was 











bolstered, supported, armed, trained and defended by eight consecutive United 
States administrations in the White House, 


The Nicaraguan people never received a single cent or a single gun from the 
Yankee governments during the 4 decades in which they were drained fighting 
against the tyranny. How could the American government, which loves "democra- 
cy" so much, give all kinds of economic and military aid to the Somoza dynasty 
which drowned freedom and democracy in blood for over 40 years in Nicaragua? 


Now that the Nicaraguan people have achieved their freedom, after paying 
the price of over 50,000 lives for their liberation, and have begun for the 
first time to exercise true democracy and determine their own destiny, does 


the United States government intend to concern itself with "democracy" in 
Nicaragua? 


With what right, and what type of "democracy" is it that the Yankee imperial- 
ists uphold for Nicaragua? The kind that they imposed and supported for nearly 
half a century with the Somozas, over mountains of corpses, so that the United 
States’ multinationals could extract, without limits or scruples, the wealth 
produced by the starving Nicaraguan people? 


To what extent is is bearable for a small country, with only 3 million inha- 
bitants, struggling to emerge from underdevelopment and not yet able to stanch 
the deep wounds of seismic cataclysms and both political and economic catacly- 
clysms, which has a right to eat, be shod and clothed, and have education, 
health and the enjoyment of the products of its labor and a better life, to 
have to put up with aggression from the most powerful machine for exploitation 
and war ever known in the world? 


All these questions reverberate painfully in one's consciousness when one 
tours Sandino's native land today. The national reconstruction plans have 
been reduced, to support an essential policy for defense of the nation's 
sovereignty and survival. A youth must leave classrooms and books to learn 
how to handle a rifle and leave holding it for the northern mountains and the 
southern plains. A working people must make their production effort simulta- 
neous with the guarding of their work facilities, their training for combat 
and their mobilization to the war fronts. A nation has been doomed to post- 
pone its prosperity because of the presumptuous arrogance and unpunished 
criminaltiy of those to blame for its backwardness and poverty. Is this not 
a crime against mankind? 


With these grievous sentiments and in the wake of the worldwide repudiation 
for the genocide committed in Grenada by the same enemy that is seeking to 

reimpose its foothold on this piece of Central American land, we arrive at 

the southern front in Nicaragua. 


From the Isthmus of Rivas (flanked by the Pacific Ocean and by Lake Nicara- 
gua) to nearly 10 kilometers west of the castle of the Immaculate Conception, 
following the San Juan River as far as its outlet in the Caribbean Sea, the 
protection of the southern border of Nicaragua is the responsibility of the 
Second Military Zone, under the command of Comdr Francisco Rivera. 
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Former chief of the border guard troops, Brig Comdr Francisco Rivera Contreras 
is a Cuerrilla Commander and member of the Sandinist Assembly. He is only 26 
years old and has an extensive revolutionary record. At a very early age, he 
joined the Sandinist National Liberation Front, motivated largely by the exam- 
ple of his brother, Filimon Rivera, who became an alternate member of the FSLN 
National Directorate and was killed in combat. In 1974, at the age of 17, 
Francisco Rivera was a member of the commando group which attacked the resi- 
dence of the Somocist official, Jose Maria Castillo; an act which resulted in 
the rescue of a large group of Sandinist fighters imprisoned by the tyranny, 
with whom he went into exile. He returned to Nicaragua clandestinely, and 
showed up among the founders of the Carlos Fonseca Amador Northern Front. 

With the war pseudonyms of "El Zorro" and "Ruben," he took part in a large 
number of actions that eventually converted him into a legendary guerrilla 
fighter. At the end of the war, he led the three attempts to seize Esteli, 

in September 1978, and April and June 1979, culminating the successful campaign 
with the seizure of Managua and the victory of the revolution. 


Just as we were arriving for the interview, the news agency EFE released one 

of the frequent "reports" provided in San Jose, Costa Rica, by the Democratic 
(Counter) Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE), led by the traitor, Eden Pastora. Its 
text was as follows: 


"A hundred fatalities for the Nicaraguan Army in 10 battles were announced 
today by the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance. The information covers the 
month of October and the first few days of November. For the first time, ARDE 
announced the capture of prisoners whom it did not turn over to the Costa 
Rican authorities." 


We asked about the contents of the cable, which went into great detail concern- 
ing the alleged successful encounters announced by the counterrevolutionary 
forces as having occurred in that area; and Commander Rivera gave the floor to 
Comdr Roberto Calderon, his chief of staff, for a real summary of everything 
that has happened on that front since the harassment from Costa Rican territo- 
ry started: 


"Commander Kodak,' as we call Fden Pastora, because he only appears in photo- 
graphs, has kept his group in northern Costa Rica since last year. The ARDE 
activities consist of frequent raids and withdrawals into Costa Rica again, 
the kidnapping of peasants and the assassination of some militia comrades. 


"They have an enormous desire for publicity. They have mentioned attacks on 
the department of Rivas, saying that they have taken Sibalse from us, have 
taken Sapoa from us and have inflicted so many deaths upon us, taking so many 
of us prisoner. If everything they claim to have done were true, we would by 
now have retreated and we would be entrenched in Managua, defending ourselves." 


A brief smile underscores the sarcasm in his last remarks. Also a Guerrilla 
Commander and member of the Sandinist Assembly, Commander Calderon has a 

lengthy service record since joining the FSLN at a very early age. Prominent 
in the clandestine struggle, he was captured and spent several years confined 
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in the Somocist jails. Upon his rescue, he went into exile, from which he 
returned immediately to become one of the chiefs of the Roberto Wember Eastern 
Front, until the end of the war of liberation. Since the revolutionary victory 
he had held important posts in the Sandinist Popular Army, including that of 
chief of the Cadres Directorate, until his appointment as chief of staff of 

the Second Military Zone. 


Commander Calderon recounts: "In April 1982, the traitor Pastora made state- 
ments in Costa Rica in which he announced a phase of counterrevolutionary war 
against our country, and began a series of minor actions on the southern border, 
starting in May of that year, aimed particularly against the Penas Blancas 
border station. 


"On those occasions, as well as in previous attacks on Penas Blancas, which is 
the legal route between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, he made use of the customs 
facilities on the Costa Rican side. 


"Subsequently, the counterrevolutionary efforts were turned toward the border 
area of the department of Rio San Juan. They used the method of small-scale 
harassment of border stations, some almost at the very edge of the border, and 
other action about Z, 3 or 4 kilometers inside. 


"Then they carried out a campaign with small groups penetrating more deeply 
into the Rio San Juan sector bordering the department of Zelaya Sur and Boaco, 
to engage in diversionary effort the purpose of which was to attract peasants. 
It is an area rich in lumber and agricultural potential, and is very remote, 
one to which the revolution's progress has been rather slow in arriving. 


"This, together with the counterrevolutionary activity of some priests, served 
to cause confusion maong the peasants, prompting some of them to join the coun- 
terrevolutionaries in the richest agricultural section, known as Nueva Guinea. 


"Under these circumstances, they announced that, staring on May Day last year, 
they intended to carry out their general offensive. But, at the outset, they 
were severely beaten by our troops. In addition, a considerable number of 
desertions occurred among the peasants who had been with them. Within 3 
months, we managed to capture 160 peasants, while others appeared to surrender 
voluntarily. An effort for explanation was made with them. Most of them were 
released, and have joined cooperatives associated with resettlement plans, rice 
growing plantations and livestock raising, as well as an African palm project 
in the Castillo sector. 


"After that defeat, the counterrevolutionaries began to take action along the 
Atlantic coast. Starting from bases on the Colorado sand bar, on Costa Rican 
territory, they began bringing in forces to harass the settlement of San Juan 
del Norte, one of the most remote for us, reached only by sea or air, or by 
sailing along the San Juan River. 


"They succeededin bringing in armed forces on the Indio River sandbat and, on 
the Maiz River sandbar, attacked the settlements of Haoulover, Harry Tree and 
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La Congrejera. At one time, they had as many as 100-150 men on the Maiz River 
sandbar; but, in an operation that we carried out in 1982, they were ejected, 
with 25 casualties. The survivors went southward and entered Costa Rican 
territory again. 


"Crossing the Maiz River, Chilipa hill, Lagante hill and Pijibay2, they attempt- 
ed to reach Atlanta, an area with communications facilities and supplies. This 
year, they tried to do the same thing, but in another operation j.asting until 

29 August, they received another large number of casualties and were driven 
back. 


"The problem that they heave had is that they lack the pupulation's cooperation, 
and supplies have been difficult for them. In au ition to the rapid movement 
to pursue them on the part: of the popular militias, the infantry reserve batta- 
lions and the regular army troops themselves promptly act upon the areas where 
they are detected. ji 


"More recently, they have again attempted to concentrate their activity south 
of Rivas, with groups that they have in the department of Guanacaco, in Costa 
Rica, to which we know they have moved Somocist guardsmen of the FLN coming 
from Honduras. In this way, they made the attack on the Penas Blancas border 
Station on 28 September. A simall group of border guard troops fought heroic- 
ally there until our reinforcements arrived and ejected the invaders. We had 
three deaths and nine injuriess. One counterrevolutionary was killed. A large 
amount of supplies was seized from them, and they withdrew with many wounded 
who, according to the Costa Rican radio stations themselves, were treated in 
the settlements of La Cruz, La Iberia and Punta Arena. 


"It is our view that the counterrevolutionary activity does not have official 
government support in Costa Ric:t, but that there are some government officials 
who are protecting the counterrevolutionaries, and even some rural assistance 
guard personnel helping them, because they are afraid of them. 


"On the northern border of our military zone, there have been two invasions by 
the FLN's Renato task force, a force that has been approaching with a series 
of devices from the Honduran borde:r, entering via the Atlantic jungle until 

it has penetrated the border between Chontales and Boaco. 


"On 29 August of this year, in the vicinity of Ilampica and Rubu, they burned 
aconstruction plant for the Cupapa development project. It was the only thing 
that they could accomplish, apart f rom terrorizing the peasant population. 


"In cooperation with Commander Carrion'’s forces, we engaged in an operation 
until they were ejected toward the north as far as the Honduran border, 
tenaciously pursued by the Simon Bolivar battalion. There is no longer any 
part of that task force left here at all." 





The harassment of the Sandinist revolution along the southern border of Nica- 
ragua is possible only because of the -'!icense for piracy enjoyed in Costa Rica 


117 











q 


by the so-called Democratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE). ARDE is comprised 
of four small covunterrevolutionary groups: Alfonso Robelo's Nicaraguan Democrat- 
ic Movement (MDN), Eden Pastora's Sandino Revolutionary Front (FRS), Brooklin 


Rivera's Misurasiata Movement and Jose Davila's Christian Democratic Solidarity 
Front (FSDC). 


The ARDE ringleaders go about in Costa Rica unrestrictediy, with publicly known 
offices, bases and camps there. They receive there arms e:quipment and supplies 
of all kinds sen to them by the CIA, sometimes from Honduras and on other 
occasions on C--130 Hercules planes which make frequent landings at the San Jose 
airport, cominjyz from the Panama Canal Zone. 


The strategic ‘targets of ARDE's counterrevolutionary action against the Nicara- 
guan border, the general assessment of the military operations in this region, 
the features of the weaponry and other material resources of the counterrevolu- 
tionary forces and the evidence of complicity on the part of certain Costa 
Rican authorities are points commented on personally by the chief of the Second 
Military Zone, Comdr Francisco Rivera: 


"I would like to underscore certain information. In the first place, the main 
idea of the enemies of our revolution is to seize a piece of our territory, 
whether it be in the northern part of the country 1 in the south, to set up 

a provisional government and later make a more extensive invasion. 


"They have attempted to attain this main target along the entire northern coast, 
but it has been made impossible for them; and we are sure that they will never 
reach it. They have made the same attempt in thr2 south. They have tried to 
seize a piece of territory in the department of Rivas; they have attempted it 

in the department of Rio San Juan, and they have. tried it in Zelaya Sur. But 
they have been driven back in Rivas, Rio San Jusan and Zelaya Sur. 


"It is in the region of Zelaya Sur and Rio San Juan that the counterrevolution- 
aries, backed with resources from the CIA, attained the greatest impetus in 
their penetration, to the point where, owing t:o the limitations of the terrain 
per se, and certain economic, political and siscial conditions in that region, 
they managed to infiltrate a few strong groups at the beginning. They succeed- 


ed in bringing from 500 to 700 men there, which has been their greatest military 
effort. 


"Nevertheless, with two offensives we have ejected them: the most recent, on 8 
August, on the Maiz River sandbar, with groind infantry troops, forces from our 
Sandinist Navy and the participation of our Sandinist Air Force. We want to 


emphasize this, because it is a positive experience with joint participation 
of our armed forces. 


"With certain special facilities given tham by the CIA, the counterrevolution- 
aries managed to infiltrate a part of their troops from Costa Rica into the 


central section of Zelaya Sur, in the dir‘ection of Bluefields, and farther 
north of Bluefields. 
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"They were totally ejected from all those locations. They sustained a consider- 
able number of fatalities and prisoners; and, seized from them, was a good 
arsenal of weapons, including Chinese-made AKA rifles, SKF rifles also of Chin- 
ese manufacture, LAW rocket packs, Galil Israeli rifles and FAL rifles. 


"In all the confrontations that have occurred to date in this military zone, 
the counterrevolutionaries have suffered over 180 fatalities. 


"The knapsacks, hammocks, clothing and other provisions seized from them are 
all of United States manufacture, as is some rather technical materiel, such as 
the Klane mines. 


"Now that this major attempt in Rio San Juan and Zelaya Sur has been repelled, 
the counterrevolutionaries have undertaken the task of concentrating their 
forces in a different direction. They have about 2,000 forces in Costa Rica, 
with armed carriers, anti-tank weapons, special materials for commando-type 
action, helicopters, signals for operating at night and material facilities, 
all of which has been sent to them by the CIA from Honduras and Panama. 


"Participating in those battles wherein their plans have been thwarted were 
comrades from the Sandinist Popular Army border guard troops, border militias 
(which are now the border guard troops reserve) and combatants from the EPS 
regular troops; and, of course, the Sandinist popular militias, which have been 

a deciding factor, owing to their essential role in the struggle against bandits." 


"Evidently, in the CIA's plan, these counterrevolutionary forces do not seem to 
carry a weight that would even remotely iepresent a threat to the stability of 
the Sandinist government. How would you analyze the role currently assigned by 
the imperialists to those counterrevolutionary forces?" 


"We realize that with the Somocists and other counterrevolutionaries alone they 
have not nor will they put the stability of our revolution in danger. 


"We believe that, in the case of our military zone, the presence of the counter- 
revolutionaries in Costa Rica is being used to the utmost advantage by the CIA. 
The traitor Pastora lends himself to this game, because he is an individual 

with tremendous personal ambition. He is a man who imagines that, with imperi- 
alist backing and support, it will be possible to dominate the southern part 

of our country. Of course, they can never enable him to achieve this. 


"We also believe that the imperialists are using these elements, have used 
them and will continue to use them primarily for the purpose of forcing the 
Sandinist Popular Army to divert forces in various directions. The tactical 
objective is to force us to disperse forces. 


"Nevertheless,and we have backing for this from certain reports, we do not 
preclude the real intention concealed behind the American imperialist plan 

to carry out extensive military maneuvers on Costa Rican territory, including 
the territory bordering our country. 
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"From other reports we have learned that there are certain counterrevolutionary 
groups inside Costa Rican territory. Hence, we do not preclude the possibility 
that the American imperialists may have a plan for more extensive aggression 

in the southern direction of our country, as well; in this case with partici- 
pation not only of counterrevolutionary elements, but also of FLN joint forces 
operating in the north from Honduras, and troops from the Central American 
area, from CONDECA. 


"We must not preclude the possibility that.they might attack and also invade 
us with United States troops, as a result of a rash decision on the part of 
the American administration. We know that there are Yankee special troops 

in Costa Rican territory, using the cover of military engineers supposedly 
making a topographical survey for infrastructural projects in northern Costa 
Rica. Actually, they are radio scanning units which are already interfering 
with all communications in the southern zone and serving their military pur- 
poses." 


"The attempts by certain elements within Costa Rica calling for the formation 
of an army in that country, which could expand the multinational nature of a 
future direct imperialist attack against Nicaragua, a facade that is a typical 
concern of the United States to legalize its attacks, appear to be geared to 
all these plans? Do you think so?" 


"Correct; we are certain of that. The most reactionary elements of the Costa 
Rican Government have been citing the urgent need for the intervention of multi- 
national forces on its border with Nicaragua. Based on their arguments, this 
would help to control the situation; but the fact is that those people have 
other plans afoot, actually plans for aggression against our revolution. 


"We have never allowed a single soldier instructed by our military command, by 
the commanders of our revolution, to penetrate even a single meter into Costa 
Rica or Honduran territory. Our troops have been trained in that line of 
respect. 


"Nevertheless, in an obvious maneuver attempting to lay the groundwork for a 
multinational attack on our country, they are constantly claiming that we are 
the attackers, and that we have penetrated into their territory. 


"This technique of false propaganda was used recently when the counterrevolu- 
tionaries settled in Costa Rica made an attack of major scope upon us, at 
Penas Blancas. The mercenaries left from Costa Rican territory, attacked our 
territory, were driven back and returned to Costa Rica; something that was 
reported by the Costa Rican radio and press. 


"What we did was merely to defend our territory from our own territory. Never- 
theless, the next day the Costa Rican foreign ministry falsely claimed that we 
had attacked their territory, that we had penetrated Costa Rica with our troops; 
when the fact is that the attack came from Costa Rican territory and did not 
occur on ours. 
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"Why didn't the Costa Rican foreign minister say anything about the fact that 
there has always been a large number of counterrevolutionary forces in Costa 
Rican territory that have come to attack our country? They have their camps, 
they have their military and transport facilities and they even have runways 
and air facilities in the border region of Rivas, Penas Blancas, in the Rio San 
Juan region, and opposite San Carlos, in the Costa Rican area of Colorado. 


"In our zone, a Cessna 206 airplane crashed in the vicinity of Castillo, on 

9 September. The documents of the pilot and the copilot were found: one iden- 
tified as Henry Selva Cerveno, and the other as Jose Robelo; which proved their 
establishment in Costa Rica and the protection of the United States Government. 


"But we are not intimidated by the threat of a multinational attack headed by 
the American imperialists." Commander Rivera concludes by saying: "The defense 
of our national territory is a right that we have not waived and never will 
waive. That right is, at the same time, an obligation for every Nicaraguan, a 
sacred commitment to all those who have died to make our free fatherland 
possible. 


"We are completely ready to struggle for that right to the final consequences, 
and we shall keep that commitment down to the last of our men and the last of 

our women. We don't want war, but we shall not accept any imposition. Just 

as we fought against the Somocist tyranny, just as we are fighting against the 
counterrevolutionaries, we shall fight against any enemy that invades our father- 
land, regardless of how powerful it may be.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


ANDEN MEMBERS JOIN CIVIL DEFENSE PROGRAMS 
Managua FL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 22 Nov 83 p 10 


[Excerpt] Thousands of members of the National Association of Nicaraguan 
Teachers (ANDEN) every day join in the various defense and production tasks of 


the country's municipalities, districts and cities, according to an official 
ANDEN report. 


According to reports, teachers in Matagalpa, Managua, Esteli, Masaya, Ocotal, 
Chinandega, Nueva Segovia, Rio San Juan and other municipalities are becoming 
increasingly active in the militias, reserve battalions, production battalions 


and che Civil Defense. In Esteli, teachers are signed up to cut coffee, plant 
tobacco and harvest corn. 


In the capital, 388 professors are members of the territorially organ: zed 
militias, and more than 90 percent are participating in civil defense. They 
attend first aid courses, build shelters, and have participated in 100 
practice evacuations of 88 schools, in coordination with SINACOI [expansion 
unknown] and the Ministry of Health (MINSA). 


The Managua chapter of ANDEN donated 200,000 cordobas to the Defense Fund. 


In Matagalpa, 191 professors belong to production battalions, and in civil 
defense, they have helped build trenches and shelters and have engaged in 
militia activities. 


In the municipalities of Villanueva, Somotillo, Santo Tomas, Cinco Pinos, San 
Pedro and San Francisco Norte, the educators are showing a great combative 
spirit in all defense and production tasks. 


Ideological Preparation 
At the same time that the professors are joining in the various tasks of 
defense and production, they are gaining political and ideological knowledge, 


attending seminars and holding rallies. 


The El Chaparral de Muyuaca Division of ANDEN, in Nueva Segovia, was rewarded 
for being in the vanguard and fulfilling 100 percent of its tasks. 
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The teachers of the municipalities of Quilali, Wiwili, El Jicaro, Macuelizo, 
El Murra and Santa Maria have distinguished themselves by joining the terri- 


torially organized militias and the civil defense organizations. The ANDEN of 
Madriz received the same distinction, 


In Rio San Juan, the teachers of San Miguelito are helping in the rice and 


corn harvest. In Jinotega, the teachers are ready and waiting to be called to 
participate in any task. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


ENTRA MECHANICS MAINTAIN HARVESTERS DESPITE SHORTAGES 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 19 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] Although they did not have the necessary equipment, the mechanics of 
the National Enterprise of Agrarian Reform Repair Shops (ENTRA) are waging a 
battle against the economic blockade imposed by the imperialists. 


The innovative movement launched by ENTRA has led to the recovery of 13 
harvesters at a cost to the state of about 3 million cordobas, a ridiculously 
low figure when compared with the amount of foreign exchange that would have 
been spent to import machinery and parts. 


The harvesters were transferred to Jalapa to be used in the harvest in that 
area, reported Denis Mora Tellez, who is in charge of the mechanized equipment 
maintenance shop of the aforementioned enterprise. 


ENTRA has a highly qualified staff, and there is a strong innovative trend in 


the enterprise, as reflected in the amount of agricultural equipment that has 
been repaired. 


More Equipment Needed 


Mora Tellez pointed out that there are limits to the amount of maintenance 
that can be carried out because of the lack of lathes and milling machines, 
but the mechanics have been very innovative in getting the job done and 
exceeding goals. 


He indicated that despite the blockade, the country is saving much foreign 
exchange by replacing imported parts with devices invented by these innova- 


tors. "They have managed to keep the elements of production from ceasing,” he 
said. 


He reported that efforts are being made to restore a harvester that is out of 
commission because of a lack of spare parts, for a cost of 150,000 cordobas. 


The head of the maintenance shop indicated that this machine is not operating 


because of problems with the main shaft, called the bridge, where the drive 
wheels go. 
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He asserted that the machine will be restored in a matter of days, because the 
faulty parts are already rebuilt and they need only be installed. 


Mora Tellez assured EL NUEVO DIARIO that the shop will not rest until all the 
defective machines are running. "The ingenious, innovative mechanics are 
ready for this battle," he concluded. 


Defense 


The ENTRA workers are in the trenches not only in the economic sphere, but 


also in the civil defense of their workplace. They have proven that "there is 
time enough for everything." 


They have become full-fledged members of the reserve battalions, and also 


participate in daily revolutionary vigilance. They recently began to build 
shelters and trenches. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


HYDROELECTRIC REPAIRS MADE WITHOUT FOREIGN EXPERTISE 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 21 Nov 83 p 6 
[Article by F. Torres] 


[Text] Jinotega--The workers of the Central American Hydroelectric Plant 
saved the revolutionary state millions of cordobas after making a series of 
equipment repairs, inventing devices and undertaking maintenance, which in the 
past could be done only with the help of foreign technicians. 


Aldo Rivera, the engineer in charge of the hydroelectric plant, indicated that 
the facilities had not been maintained since 1975, because the tools needed to 
do so were taken by the Italian builders who participated in the project. 


Thus, 20 mechanics and electricians began to assemble, revamp and repair the 
exciters, which are vital components of the plant. 


These devises create a magnetic field which, along with the movement of the 
turbines, generates the necessary power and prevents water leakage. 


Other maintenance was done on the lower bearing and the diffuser tube, which 
enable the water to be returned to another generating plant. 


"We are proud that the repairs were made with the Nicaraguan Institute of 
Energy's own personnel, since at the same time they are trained and gain a 
better understanding of how the machinery operates, they are prepared for more 
complex jobs," said Rivera. 


The work was done on two units over a period of 5 weeks, enabling the Central 
American Plant to operate at 100 percent capacity as usual. 


The savings was possible because if the repairs had not been made, the plant 
could have broken down at any time, and one hour out of service costs the 
revolutionary state 50,000 cordobas, since it would have to resort to using 
oil-based thermal plants. 
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Inventions 


In addition to the preventive maintenance with electrical and mechanical 
revisions, the exciters were completely revamped and repaired. Parts and 
tools had to be devised for the plant repairs. 


Thus, the devices, extractors, mandrels, fixtures and bearings were manufac- 


tured with the revolutionary enthusiasm of four Nicaraguan Institute of Energy 
(INE) workers. 


They were comrades Manuel Laguna, Danilo Guerrero, Leonardo Mendieta and 
Agustin Martinez. They expressed satisfaction with the work they had done for 
the benefit of the Sandinist fatherland. 


"The important thing is that while not a dollar is spent on any foreign 
specialists, we will be prepared to deal with whatever task arises due to 
mechanical failures or the lack of spare parts," stated inventer Manuel 
Laguna. 


Dedicated to Carlos Fonseca 


Before beginning the work, a meeting was held with the Altamirano Transit 
Union, at which 100 percent of the workers agreed to join in the effort as a 


specific homage to the memory of Commander Carlos Fonseca on the seventh 
anniversary of his death. 
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COUNTRY SLCTION SURINAME 


BOLRENVEEN DISCUSSES 'NATIONAL-DENMOCRATIC’' PRINCIPLES 
Paramaribo DE WARD TIJD in Dutch 25 Oct 83 pl 


[Text2 ViH--Captain Etienne Boerenveen, the leader of the People's Mobiliza- 
tion, informed the population of the Nikerie District about the proclamation 
of next 25 November of the upcoming Unity Movement. This took place during a 
meeting with the People's Committees, the District Council, the AIC's and the 
People's liilitia of this rice district in the CCN. To an audience that turned 
out in fairly large numbers, Captain Boerenveen explained the goals and stres- 
sed the importance of the 25 February Movement. Captain Boerenveen said that 
the Unity Movement will be a gathering of all patriotic forces wanting to work 
on the further development of the country. 


He said that the group will not be based on race, color or religion as was the 
case for the 25 February Movement in 1980, but that it will follow a program 
that is the motivating force behind the Revolution and that raises the politi- 
cal consciousness of the people. 


Captain Boerenveen stressed that an intensive discussion will have to be 
conducted on the principal questions of the political program of the movement 
in order to arrive at the first national~democratic program of our Revolution. 


He identified the four main lines relating to this program: 1) organizing 

the defense of the Revolution in a denocratic manner so that the entire popu- 
lation is involved in the country's defense; 2) building an economic and social 
order based on national-democratic principles; 3) building international con- 
tacts to furnish support to the national-democratic program which it needs at 
the state level and the level of political and other organizations abroad; and 
4) building new structures whereever Surinamers live and work, based on na-~ 
tional-democratic principles. 


Concerning the goals of the movement, Captain Boerenveen said that it will be 
a long time before they are realized and that one should not expect that after 
the proclamation of the movement next 25 November the people will already be 
bound in such strong unity, but that new democratic structures will then be 
created and the power come to rest with the people. 


Captain Boerenveen also said that the process is for the people and that its 
leadership cannot remain indefinitely in the hands of the military. 
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After the official part of the program, those present were given the opportun- 
ity to discuss the political program of the 25 February Movement and at that 
time to receive answers to their questions from Captain Boerenveen. 


This opportunity was also used to bring up several problems that are occurring 
in this district. 


To the problems laid before him, Captain Boerenveen responded knowledgeably 
and to the complete satisfaction of those present. 


He once again made an appeal to the people of Nikerie to read the political 
program critically, to discuss it and thus to make a fundamental contribution 
to the realization of the national-democratic program. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BOUTERSE ON CUBAN REPRESENTATION, NEED FOR ‘INTERNAL HARMONY' 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 26 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 
{Television address by Commander Desi Bouterse, Paramaribo, 25 Oct 83] 


[Text] ‘Fellow countrymen, our brothers on Grenada are afflicted by problems 
which seem already to have enormous consequences for the progress of their 
revolution. 


"Not 5 years ago, the courageous sons and daughters of the Grenadian people 
acted in great solidarity in putting an end to a corrupt neocolonial regime 
that was holding the Grenadian people in a condition of poverty and backward- 
ness. 


"Since then, solutions have been resolutely sought for the many problems on 
the path to liberation and progress, as the people united to wage their own 
revolution under the leadership of Maurice Bishop." 


Source of Inspiration 


"The revolutionary determination thus displayed by the Grenadian people has 
always commanded admiration, and it is also for this reason that the Grenadian 
revolution has always been a source of inspiration in the struggle for liber- 
ation both inside and outside the region. 


"In a way as yet unclear to us, a deep schism apparently developed between the 
formerly united leaders, the dramatic results of which we have been able to 
witness in the past days." 


Justified Fear 


"The leadership of the Suriname revolution stated at a earlier stage that it 
deeply deplores the developments in Grenada, not least because of the deaths 
of Maurice Bishop and other outstanding revolutionaries and worthy Grenadian 
patriots but also because of the negative implications for all revolutionary 
processes in the region and abroad. 


"The reports concerning the invasion of Grenada by foreign troops show to what 
extent this fear was justified. The leaders of the suriname revolution roundly 
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condemn this foreign intervention, which deprives the Grenadian people, at 
such a crucial moment in their history, of the possibility of finding their 
own solutions to their internal problems." 


Inquiry Into Suriname Revolution 


"The leaders of the Suriname revolution are determined that a repetition of 
the disastrous development on Grenada must be steadfastly averted everywhere 
aud always, and have felt compelled to launch an in-depth inquiry into all ° 
factors within the revolutionary constellation of Suriname that could sooner 
or later lead to such an irreconcilable polarization within the revolutionary 
ranks and structures as occurred in Grenada or that could otherwise stand in 
the way of a successful continuation of our revolution." 


Reason for Alarm 


"Special attention has of course been paid to the problems of forming revolu- 
tionary corps and necessary institutes, an area in which we were privileged to 
receive considerable support from our friends in Cuba. 


"It is due presumably to the growing inability to oversee the relations 
between the two countries--a result of the turbulent development of these re- 
lations, especially in the past months--and to the rather typical method of 
operating of the Cuban ambassador, Mr Oscar Osveldo Cardenas, that precisely 
in this area a number of factors were identified that give reason for alarm 
at this moment." 


Return To Control 


"In order to correct the negative situation and to assure development of dur- 
able relations between the kindred peoples of Cuba and Suriname, the Suriname 
Government today requested the Cuban Government to cooperate in restoring the 
relations between both countries to a level of control that will allow the sys- 
tematic improvement of balanced and stable relations to be undertaken." 


Recall of Cardenas and Suspension of Agreements 
“Accordingly, the Suriname Government has requested the Cuban Government: 


1) to recall its ambassador to Muriname, Mr Oscar Osveldo Cardenas, within the 
next 6 days; 


2) to set the diplomatic representation in the two countries temporarily at 
the level of charge d'affaires--defined as one diplomat and a staff of three 
people--within the next 14 days; 


3) to suspend temporarily the execution of projects based on agreements made 
between the republics of Cuba and Suriname pending reevaluation of these 
agreements; these suspensions are effective immediately. 
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To confirm the desire >: the leaders of the Suriname revolution to build 
balanced and fratern.. ations between the two peoples, the government of 
Suriname has notified the government of Cuba that a nomination for a charge 
d'affaires will be offered to the Cuban Government for accreditation this 
year.’ 


No Speculations, Merely Vigilant 


Fellow countrymen, ‘in an earlier statement the Suriname Government announced 
that it was alert to the consequences that would have to be drawn from what 
has happened on Grenada. The measures which I have outlined here are part of 
this. 


"I felt obliged to inform you personally of this in order to remove any grounds 
for speculation concerning the relations between the peoples of Suriname and 
Cuba, but primarily to stress that we must be ever vigilant that our revolution 
continues to run a steady course in an atmosphere of internal harmony so that 
the long-awaited progress of the great masses of our people can be assured and 
the attainments that we have already reached on this course can be consoli- 
dated. 


"Thank you.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DIFFERENCES OVER GRENADA PERSIST, SPILL OVER TO DIPLOMACY 
Hudson-Phillips on Chambers Speech 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 30 Oct 83 p 15 


[Text] Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips has said Prime Minister George Chambers’ 
statement in Parliament last week means that he is publicly calling all the 
Caribbean leaders deceitful, liars and treacherous people. 


Speaking at a Point Fortin meeting on Friday night, the Organisation for 
National Reconstruction leader raised the question of whether Mr. Chambers 
had been informed of the impending military intervention, declaring that if 
the Prime Minister had been informed through High Commissioner Basil Pitt 
of the impending invasion, then Mr. Chambers’ statement in Parliament 

could not be true. 


Mr. Hudson-Phillips also said that those protesting the principle on non- 
intervention must make their positions clear. 


"Are they protesting because the intervention is by the Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and the United States? Would their reac- 
tions have been different if the OECS alone were involved, or if it was 
the United Kingdom instead of the US?" 


Claiming that a lot of noise is being made in certain quarters about the 
principles of international law and the question of non-intervention in 
the affairs of another State, he asked: 


"Are there people protesting because they do not think that the cruelties 
and atrocities in Grenada did not reach such a height as to shock the con- 
science of mankind?" 


Elaborating on the issue of military intervention, he told the crowd: 


"A lot of noise is being made in certain quarters about the principles of 
international law and the question on non-intervention in the affairs of 
another State. There is such a principle of non-intervention in the 
internal affairs of another state. Much has been written about this prin- 
ciple and it is fairly well recognised as a principle of international law. 
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"But nowhere is it stated that this principle is an absolute principle not 
admitting to any exceptions whatsoever. It is not an absolute rule and has 
never been. 


"One exception to this rule which has always been recognised is the excep- 
tion which is called "humanitarian intervention." There is a substantial 
body of opinion and of practice in support of the view that there are 
limits to the manner in which a sovereign country can treat even its 
citizens. [quotation marks as published] 


Further Hudson-Phillips Criticism 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 18 


[Text] Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips yesterday said that any attempt, as sug- 
gested by Prime Minister George Chambers, to send a peace-keeping force to 
Grenada will meet with the same treatment that this country's journalists 
are experiencing in Barbados. 


The Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR) leader also said that 
Mr Basil Pitt has lost all usefulness as this country's High Commissioner 
to the Eastern Caribbean after Barbadian Prime Minister Tom Adams asked 
for his removal. 


He also said that Mr Chambers had absolutely nothing to gain by his state- 
ments in Parliament on the Grenada military intervention last week, which 
Mr Hudson-Phillips said was a "dilution" of the country's stand. 


Relations between Trinidad and Tobago and other Caribbean countries will 
never be the same, said the ONR leader. In fact, Guyana will be more 
welcome in Grenada than any Trinidad presence. 


Asked whether the ONR's position on the issue would not cause a rift with 
the Alliance, which agreed with Trinidad's position as outlined in 
Mr Chambers' Parliament statement, the ONR leader said: 


(a) The ONR was merely outlining the situation, not taking a firm posi- 
tion; 


(b) The Alliance took Mr Chambers at his word..but now there must be 
doubts about whether or not this Government was informed beforehand of the 
planned invasion. 


He said it was highly unlikely that Mr Adams would have summoned Mr Pitt 
for trivial talks virtually on the eve of the military intervention. 


And, said Mr Hudson-Phillips (who is a barrister-at-law), the Grenadian 
military intervention, what led up to it and the subsequent events, would 
be of tremendous importance under international law. 
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In view of this the country and the Caribbean have a right to know what were 
the contents of the letters sent by assassinated former Grenadian Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop to the late Dr Eric Williams shortly after Eric 
Gairy was overthrown. 


Stressing a point that he had made at a Friday night political meeting at 
Point Fortin, Mr Hudson-Phillips said Mr Chambers' speech means he cannot 
personally sit around any conference table with any of the Caribbean heads 
of Government because they are too deceitful. 


He asked whether that is the best position for Trinidad and Tobago. 
"Who are our friends and to whom can we look for assistance." 


The proper statesmanlike position, according to Mr Hudson-Phillips, would 
have been for Mr Chambers to say that the Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago disagreed with the action but did not wish to say anything which 
might further jeopardise the position of the Eastern Caribbean states. 


He also said yesterday that the Eastern Caribbean countries will be looking 
away from Trinidad, towards other trading partners. 


Human Rights Group's Stand 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 18 


[Text] The stand of the Trinidad and Tobago Government in the Grenada 
political crisis is "regrettable and clearly demonstrates a lack of appre- 
ciation of the security of the Caribbean people." 


Mr. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj, President of the Trinidad and Tobago Bureau on 
Human Rights, emphasised this point in a statement yesterday on the Grenada 
political situation. 


Condemning Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago George Chambers for his 
failure to realise the gravity of the problems which existed in Grenada 
over the last two weeks, Mr. Maharaj added: 


"If the situation was not .arrested by Mr. Reagan, Tom Adams, Edward Seaga 
and Eugenia Charles, the entire region could have been enslaved to a com- 
munist ideology. 


"A Caribbean peace keeping force (CPKF) would not have been able to with- 
stand the expertise of the Cuban fighters." 


He argued that if a CPKF had gone into Grenada alone hundreds of Caribbean 
soldiers would have been killed resulting in total failure. He elaborated: 


"The Americans have demonstrated that they are prepared to shed their own 
blood in order for democracy to be preserved. The multi-national force now 
in Grenada is not an invasionary one. It is a rescue operation...rescuing 
the Caribbean people from the thorns of communism." 
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"The people of the Caribbean should feel a debt of graiitude for this mag- 
nificent rescue operation." 


In chastising developed countries for criticising the "rescue act" Mr. 
Maharaj stressed despite the fact the Caribbean formed a small percentage 
of the world's population, "we are entitled to equal protection of demo- 
cratic principles and human and fundamental rights 2- the people of large 
countries. 


"Our Bureau wholeheartedly supports the American rescue operation and we 
feel it should have occurred since 1979 when the government was removed 
by unconstitutional means...it was long overdue." 


Issue of Media Coverage 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 18 


[Text] Government did not give instructions to any of the State-owned 
electronic media on the type of coverage it expected from last week's 
debate in the House of Representatives on the Grenada crisis. 


In supporting a call by the Opposition for an investigation into the 
matter, State Enterprises Minister Ronald Williams said the Government 
believes in freedom of the Press as it believes in the independence 

of the judiciary. 


The Minister was replying to contributions made by Opposition members in 
the House on Friday on the alleged unfair treatment it was given on the 
State-owned electronic media, Trinidad and Tobago Television and the 
National Broadcasting Service Radio 610. 


According to Nizam Mohammed, the acting Leader of the Opposition, and the 
member who proposed the motion, the Opposition was not disputing who should 
and should not appear on television but it felt that the Opposition should 
be given its fair share of coverage on its positions on issues as they 
arise. 


In a lengthy condemnation of the standard of reporting and coverage of 
news at both media, Mr. Mohammed said the personnel at TIT and NBS Radio 
610 should remember that they are being paid by taxpayers and not by the 
Government. 


He said the television news programme "Panorama" did not carry the Opposi- 
tion contributions in Parliament except for a garbled report on its Channel 
Nine news report. 


In reference to the 610 radio coverage, Mr. Mohammed said the debate which 
was being carried live on Wednesday afternoon was stopped about six minutes 
after he began to speak and a disc jockey began playing reggae music. 


136 











Communist Party Reaction 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 18 


[Text] Communist Party of Trinidad and Tobago (C.P.T.T.) has condemned the 
United States-led invasion of Grenada and has demanded that all U.S. and 
foreign troops leave the island at once. 


The party has also called for no Trinidad and Tobago troops to be sent to 
Grenada in any capacity; no facilities here should be made available for 
the invading U.S. troops; the immediate expulsion of the U.S. Ambassador 
Melvin Evans and other foreign diplomatic staff at the U.S. embassy at 
Marli Street, Port of Spain; the breaking of all links with the U.S. and 
the withdrawal from Caricom. 


In addition, the party called for the people of this country to vigorously 
protest against the invasion as a show of solidarity against the occupation 
in Grenada by U.S. forces. 


Analysis of Diplomatic Impact 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Oct 83 p 8 
[Editorial: "Time To Wake Up"] 


[Excerpts] Invasion of Grenada by American and certain Caricom forces drew 
harsh criticism from many countries. 


They viewed the action as a violation of sovereignty, overlooking the fact 
that after the accepted government of the country had been wiped out, the 
Governor General had approved military help from outside. 


But how will the explosive strains among Caricom members affect the rela- 
tions among them, and, in particular, the role of Trinidad and Tobago? 


The Grenada question is the worst one facing Caricom. Grave trade and pay- 
ments disputes were already threatening to damage the community severely. 
Now there is sharp divergence of views concerning military intervention in 
Grenada. 


At the grassroots in other Caricom countries the reputation of this country 
has suffered much in the past seven days. 


At the top level dissension has invaded the camp: The source of it is the 
Adama-Pitt revelations about consultation of Trinidad and Tobago prior to 
the actual invasion itself. 


The question is not simply whether or not Prime Minister Tom Adams of 
Barbados or High Commissioner Basil Pitt of Trinidad and Tobago is lying. 
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The issue has really been overtaken by the facts of armed struggle; there 
now remains for Trinidad and Tobago the task of repairing the weaknesses 
smoothing over the differences that have come to light in the crisis and 
assessing what must be done about our foreign policy, including policy in 
the Caribbean Community. 


Questions arise on how effective is our communications system between 
Port-of-Spain and Bridgetown and how effective indeed, is our diplomatic 
machinery. 


We cannot make the mistake of thinking that ambassadors are symbolic 
personages, possessing no critical functions relevant to our country's needs. 
Their appointment must not be reduced to the level of political sinecures. 
Further, if we do not take our ambassadors seriously, they will become 
totally ineffective. This could be dangerous and have far-reaching conse- 
quences. 


This, we do not think, was the case when we first entered the age of inde- 
pendence. At that time we possessed career diplomats who were destined to 
become experienced, expert and highly-respected persons in their own right. 


After 21 years of independence it must be expected that the system must 
undergo overhaul and repair. 


We need to strengthen the calibre of our diplomatic personnel. They need 
to be more carefully selected and intensively and relevantly trainei and 
moulded to serve our needs. 


Swift Changes 


We certainly cannot any longer afford to be casual about appointing ambas- 
sadors. For one thing, the nature of an ambassador's job is changing 
swiftly and furiously. 


Ambassadorships must now have built into them conduits for the gathering 
of useful intelligence (at times by ultra-sophisticated means) on all 
that can affect a country's interests. We cannot do less than others 
about this. 


The larger question of our relations with Caricom will to some extent get 
lively answers from such an exercise of our initiative. 


Side by side, then, with the strengthening of our diplomatic service, we 
must more closely examine this country's future role with regard to Caricom 
and beyond. 


We are obliged to do the sensible thing: re-examine scrupulously our 
foreign policy and, most especially, the machinery for making that policy 
at Whitehall. 
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Rejection of Barbados Envoy 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] The Barbados Consul General to Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Graydon E. 
Wellington, who was due to arrive in this country on Friday last to take up 
his appointment, has been told by the Trinidad and Tobago Government that his 
arrival at this time is "inappropriate." 


The postponement of the Barbados Consul-General's arrival follows a diplo- 
matic row between Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados over the Grenada crisis. 


Following the invasion of Grenada by U.S./Caribbean forces on October 25, 
The Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. George Chambers, said that 
the Caribbean countries involved had not informed him of the planned inva- 
sion. 


In a statement on Barbados television, Mr. Tom Adams, Prime Minister of that 
country, said that he had called in Mr. Basil Pitt, Trinidad and Tobago's 
High Commissioner to Barbados, and informed him of the plans. 


In a further development, Mr. Pitt denied that he had been told about the 
invasion. Mr. Adams’ response to this was to call Mr. Pitt an "outright 
liar" and to request the Trinidad and Tobago Government to recall him. 


Armed Intervention 


Sources said yesterday that the Trinidad and Tobago Government's action in 
refusing to allow Mr. Weilington to arrive at this stage would further widen 
the rift between this country and its Caricom allies, a rift that was brought 
about when Trinidad and Tobago declined to agree to armed intervention as a 
first resort in dealing with the crisis in Grenada. 


The Grenada crisis began on October 13 when Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
was put under house arrest and it was announced that his deputy, Bernard 
Coard, had taken over. On October 19 when crowds of people freed Bishop, 
the Grenada army opened fire, killing Bishop, three Cabinet Ministers and 
two labour leaders. The army then announced that it had taken control. 


At the invitation of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), 
US forces invaded Grenada, taking both Coard and the leader of the Military 
Council that had taken over, Hudson Austin, into custody. 


An interim Grenada Government is expected to be formed in a few days by the 
Governor-General, Sir Paul Scoon. 


[Editor's Note: The Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN of 8 November, page l, 
carried the following correction: "The Barbados High Commissioner-designate 
to Trinidad and Tobago who has been told by the Government here that he is 
not welcome at this time is Mr. Ruall Harris, and not Mr. Graydon Wellington 
as reported in the Sunday Guardian. Mr. Wellington is the Hon. Consul 
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General for Barbados, and has been resident here for many years. He is a 
national of Trinidad and Tobago and is a practising lawyer. Mr. Harris was 
due to arrive here on Friday but was told by the Government that the time 
was "inappropriate". This follows a diplomatic row in the wake of the 
invasion of Grenada in which the Prime Minister of Barbados, Mr. Tom Adams 
has asked the Trinidad and Tobago Government to recall Mr. Basil Pitt, this 
country's High Commissioner to Barbados." 


Assessment of Chambers" Action 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] It was meant to be a healing balm for the pains of delay, uncertainty 
and incongruity over Trinidad and Tobago's position and role in the rapidly 
changing Grenada crisis. It also sought to unify opinion, and to restore 
confidence in the leadership process and the leaders. Yet, despite these 
honourable intentions, it failed on every count. 


As a result, the radio-casted speech by Prime Minister George Chambers to 
the House of Representatives on October 26, 1983, has entered the pages of 
history as the biggest anti-climax and non-event of the crisis, of the 
present administration, and of the People's National Movement. It is 
rivalled only by the scientifically erroneous "mis-speake" of former Prime 
Minister Williams some 20 years ago, when he warned against "radiation" 
from the missile tracking station at Chaguaramas with its large dish 
antenna. (Large dish antennae have since become a normal part of everyday 
life.) 


Perhaps, it had to do with the way in which the speech was crafted. 
Instead of being succinct and to-the-point, it rambled boringly for the 
first 15 minutes, a dull recitation of lead-up events that everyone knew 
by heart. The moment called for rhetoric and statesmanship. We got 
neither. 


From all appearances it would seem what the Prime Minister had to say was 
a political watershed, dividing rather than uniting, and containing serious 
portents for future elections. 


Because of the gravity and the critical nature of the speech, this colum 
decided to have a very close look at all that he said on that fateful day of 
October 26, 1983, when he addressed Parliament. Herewith his main points, 
and our comments. 


The nation was very surprised to learn that it was on the request of the 
Prime Minister of St. Lucia that Trinidad and Tobago's Prime Minister 
summoned the Caricom Heads of Government to the emergency meeting over the 
weekend of Saturday, October 22 and Sunday, October 23. One would have 
thought that as the current chairman of Caricom, he would have taken the 
initiative to call his colleagues together immediately to discuss the 
gravest crisis that has faced the Caribbean since we all became independent. 
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Initiate Meetings 


As chairman of Caricom he is expected to initiate meetings of this sort and 
to be so closely in touch with events as to know when to act. Leaders don't 
have to do everything. But they have to know everything. 


To make matters worse, not only did the Trinidad and Tobago Government have 
no inkling of the ferment building up in Grenada, but even after the kill- 
ings and murders took place, our Prime Minister initiated no Caribbean 
action. Instead, he stood in his shoes and wondered and waited for Prime 
Minister Compton to tell him what to do. 


Mr. Chambers’ lack of initiative on this major issue truly shocks the 
country. 


He emphasised his policy of non-interference and the avoidance of the use 
of force. Pilate 2,000 years ago made a similar declaration of non- 
interference. By its recent affirmation, the Chambers Government made it 
quite clear that it will help no one, even in circumstances as brutal as 
the killing of more than 100 people the day Bishop was rescued. 


Non-Interference 


As a result of this policy of indifference--which is more accurate than 
"non-interference'--the subsequent recommendations made by the Trinidad 

and Tobago Government became irrelevant and a political sham since the only 
way they could have been made effective was to remove the revolutionary 
government, the Cubans and their enormous stockpile of weapons. Back to 
Square one! 


He next went on to say that any proposed solution should seek the restora- 
tion of normalcy and that certain steps should be taken with Governor 
General Sir Paul Scoon. The unreaiistic nature of this suggestion is 
crushing. How was contact to be made with Scoon when the Governor General 
was locked up and held out of touch? In fact, he was a virtual prisoner 
for the last four years, during the less boisterous days of Bishop. 


Is it likely he could be reached when the place was bristling with armed 
preparations for the invasion that only George Chambers didn't know about? 
And, is it realistic and reasonable to believe that a ruthless regime 
headed by murderers, backed by an expert and psychologically motivated 
Cuban army would allow a return to normalcy? But Mr. Chambers stolidly 
refused to acknowledge that only through removal of the formidable mili- 
tary obstacles could normalcy be reached. 


Astonishing Naivete 


Mr. Chambers, in true Eric Williams fashion, proceeded to moot a fact- 
finding mission. This other piece of astonishing naivete overlooked the 
fact that Austin and the Cubans were hardly likely to expose their vast 
stockpiles of arms and their military preparedness to scrutiny. Or, if 
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the mission were permitted, the arms-warehouses would have been carefully 
camouflaged; and one can visualise Cuban soldiers wearing bathsuits and 
dark glasses, sprinkled over Grand Anse to give the appearance of a pros- 
perous tourist isle. 


Clearly Mr. Chambers does not grasp the hypocrisy and deceit that form the 
working tools of communism and, as such, his proposals and objectives were 
totally unrealistic. 


Then comes the staggering announcement that any use of Trinidad and Tobago's 
forces must first be sanctioned by Parliament. Mr. Prime Minister, you 
cannot be serious! 


That is making a farce of the most important elements of military action, 
namely, secrecy and surprise. Did the Soviets first seek approval from 
their Parliament, or Afghanistan's Parliament, before the infamous intru- 
sion? 


There is a serious and glaring inconsistency in the announcement by Prime 
Minister Chambers that after his news conference, he had discussions with 
the heads of Government of Guyana, Belize and the Bahamas, and that the 

foursome "were not in favour of military intervention as a first resort." 


The inference here is that somebody or some other Heads of Government were 
in favour of military intervention. That statement of denial and non- 
intervention sounds very much as if Mr. Chambers were pleading his inno- 
cence. But if there was no case, why worry to plead? 


Furthermore, the subsequent charge by Prime Minister Seaga of Jamaica, that 
someone at the very meeting in Trinidad leaked the invasion plans to Austin, 
could only mean that military action was discussed in Port-of-Spain and 

that Mr. Chambers and his other non-interventionists knew about it, though 
not necessarily officially. But they knew! 


That is why we are shocked at the petulant plea by Mr. Chambers that he 

was "not informed" about the invasion until after it was launched. This 
column contends that by the position of non-intervention and reluctance 
taken by the foursome, any further discussion or exploration of the mili- 
tary angle was precluded. Mr. Chambers in fact shut himself out of further 
discussions. So that if he claims that he was not aware of military 
options, then it is because, so to speak, he turned off his hearing aid. 


Distanced Himself 


In so doing, Prime Minister Chambers distanced himself from his fellow 
Prime Ministers since his attitude told them that they can expect no co- 
operation, no sympathy or leadership from the so-called Caribbean leader. 
By abdicating interest, he abdicated his position at the forefront of 
events where he would and could have been continuously in touch with all 
that was going on. 











As the Caribbean leader, he should have led. As the head of Caricom, he 
should have been head of shoulders with everything taking place. Thus, 
when the OECS meeting was arranged for Barbados, he should have been there. 
Because there are certain duties that a leader can never delegate. 


As a result, if the Prime Minister did not know about the proposed inter- 
vention, then he was the only one in the West Indies wha didn't! That 
weekend, it was openly discussed at all levels in Trinidad and Tobago. It 
was public knowledge that several warships had been diverted to this area. 
They were even seen by an airline pilot and made a news item on one of the 
radio stations. Prime Minister Adams of Barbados himself declined to 
attend the meeting with Caricom heads because of "pressing matters" at 
home. And still Mr. Chambers failed to see, failed to read the signals and 
obviously failed to think. 


Common Sense 


In the face of this overwhelming quantum of evidence, common sense would 
have suggested that the Prime Minister call in the US Ambassador for clari- 
fication. He certainly called him in quickly enough after the invasion. 
Instead, Mr. Chambers remained mum...even while the safety of his one 
million citizens, and indirectly, the safety of five million in the Caricom 
region, balanced on the point of a Cuban-held machine gun. 


From all indications, Mr. Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago preferred 
to sit in a state of pique and to say that no one told him anything! This 
column is tempted to believe that he is still a victim of the Eric Williams 
syndrome, that all who need him must see things his way, and must come and 
kneel before him. 


The Prime Minister then declared that he is prepared to participate in a 
peace-keeping presence. Now that others have done the hard work, our Prime 
Minister would like to go in as part of a comparatively safe and secure 
peace-keeping force. That certainly pours salt into the wound. 


In his peroration, Mr. Chambers invoked the Caricom meetings in Ocho Rios 
and Port-of-Spain, pledging non-use of force. Circumstances, everyone 
knows, alter cases. At these meetings, Bishop appeared to be influenced 

by his democratic colleagues. But when Bishop was murdered and heavy 
repression was applied, the entire basis of this policy was changed. Bishop 
was dead and in his place were a barbaric murderers backed up by Cubans. 


To invoke Ocho Rios and Port-of-Spain in such circumstances is to hide 
behind an anachronism, and to resist the directions clearly indicated by 
flexibility and intelligence. Chambers seemed to realise this by invoking 
sanctions on Grenada, as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago. 


In general, the policy of the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago has 
obviously been based on non-intervention in a sovereign State but with all 
due respect, Austin's take-over was not a matter of sovereignty, it was 
anarchy. Trinidad and Tobago had the responsibility and the right to lead 
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in the restoration of democracy and freedom in Grenada, not only because of 
proximity and population interchange, but also for the preservation of 
Trinidad and Tobago's freedoms. Make no mistake about it, Mr. Chambers, 
the next Cuban takeover would have been Trinidad and Tobago. 


This raises a very serious question. If Trinidad were to be threatened 
again--as we were in 1970--to whom do we now call for help? We have turned 
our backs on our best friends in Caricom. We have repeatedly snubbed the 
Americans. And we have now aligned ourselves with Burnham, the thug from 
Guyana. Nor can we take seriously any association with Belize and the 
Bahamas who are out of touch with the Eastern Caribbean and are too new to 
feel part of the "family." 


Overall Views 


It should be pointed out that the OECS countries and the USA, actually have 
the same overall views as Trinidad and Tobago. They always said they would 
deal through Governor General Sir Paul Scoon since he is the only constitu- 
tional head in Grenada: they always agreed to a peace-keeping force. Just 
like us, they wanted Grenada to return to democracy and normalcy. The dif- 
ference is that Mr. Chambers didn't tell us how he was going to achieve 
these ends, nor did he have a realistic plan for so doing. As it turned ia 
out, there ' as only one way of restoring normalcy--removing Austin and his ’ 
henchmen; and the only way to remove them was by similar military force. 


Perhaps, Mr. Chambers" memory is short. When, in 1979, the Government of 
which he was part could have fallen at any moment, it threw sovereignty to 
the wind and invited Venezuela to help. 


With his present policy in foreign affairs, with the inability of his 
Government ever to act swiftly and decisively, Trinidadians and Tobagonians 
today are extremely worried about what the future holds for them. The 
Prime Minister must either take action to restore their confidence or 
seriously question the continuation of his particular brand of leadership. 


Interview With Ince 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Nov 83 p 5 


[Interview with Minister of External Affairs Basil Ince by staff writer 
John Babb; date and place not specified] 


[Text] In the wake of the Grenada invasion, or as the 
Grenadians themselves preferred to call it the Grenada 
rescue operation by multinational forces, Minister of 
External Affairs, Dr. Basil Ince, spoke in an exclusive 
interview with SUNDAY GUARDIAN staff writer, John Babb. 


He fielded a number of questions, and in doing so 
insisted that Trinidad and Tobago's stand on the matter 
was a principled one. 





In the aftermath, he was also of the view that military 
intervention solely by Caribbean forces would not have 
been successful. 


He also insists that Prime Minister George Chambers did 
not know, nor was he told about the invasion. He said 
the Government will continue to justify its position in 
the face of contrary national public opinion which 
appeared to be in favour of the invasion. 


Dr. Ince opened with the following statement: 


"You know Trinidad and Tobago's position in this matter. 
And I think we can start from the time when the multi- 
national forces intervened. And I would just like to 

back up on that a little, because our position I think 

is fairly well-known now. And that is, we had opted for 
the non-use of force in the solution of disputes. And 

in this particular case, the non-use of force as the first 
resort. 


"We had opted for negotiations. We had enunciated our own 
sanctions, and also supported the sanctions subsequently 
of the OECS (Organisation of East Caribbean States). 


"As for solution and the business of getting Grenada back 
to normalcy, we indicated that we would be prepared to 
take part in peace-keeping operations. And to that extent 
we sent telegrams to the Governor General of Grenada, with 
copies to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Secretariat, the 
Secretary-General of Caricom, and to all Caricom states. 
That is still on the table. 


"Perhaps I should shift to the UN scene where Trinidad and 
Tobago voted for the resolution that was sponsored by 
several countries. We had voted for the resolution but 
made a short statement with respect to the language of 
certain aspects of the resolution. 


"T mention the UN scene because in the operative paragraphs 
of the resolution there is reference to the Secretary- 
General who will act for the next 72 hours. 


"I do not want to pre-empt what the Secretary-General will 
do, but certainly I will talk about peace-keeping forces. 
We will talk about other forms of assistance, and this is 
all in consonance with what we had advocated from the very 
beginning. 


"I simply want to show the link in the consistency of our 
foreign policy. 
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"Finally, I want you to know that we in Trinidad and Tobago 
are very concerned about the plight of Grenadians in 
Grenada. We have very close links with Grenada and we are 
prepared to do all within our ability to see that things 
return to a state of normalcy." 


Babb: What does the Trinidad and Tobago Government think is the real reason 
for the situation that developed in Grenada. Was it a rift between Bishop 
and Coard? Was it Soviet and Cuban inspired? What connection, if any, is 
there with the wider international arms confrontation between the US and the 
Soviets, bearing in mind that the US is going ahead with the deployment of 
missiles in parts of Europe, and the Russians may be getting anxious to have 
a base in the Caribbean or the Western Hemisphere for its missiles? 


Dr. Ince: I believe that last weekend when I spoke at the Toco/Manzanilla 
annual constituency meeting, I said that when the dust clears a lot of 
things would be revealed. At this point we have not had too much distance 
from the events that have taken place. But I would hazard at this point my 
views. 


It seems that there was a leadership dispute between two factions of the New 
Jewel Movement (NJM). And that may have been the beginning for the blood- 
bath that was to follow in Grenada. 


Certainly, in the operation of ideological pluralism, as it existed in 
Caricom, there was speculation that ideology might have been a basis for 
leadership struggle--whether one faction should be going further left or 
whether another faction would be coming closer to the centre, as the case 
may be. 


There is no doubt that this has significance in the context of the muted 
East/West conflict that still continues in the world. I have been hearing 
something, as no doubt other people have been hearing. But perhaps I 
should leave that to time. 


Struggle 


I believe that one of the things the fact-finding mission might have dis- 
covered, if it was, and I say, if it is still allowed, was the very origin 
of the struggle for leadership between these two factions--what is prob- 
ably the source. 


Babb: You said recently that when the dust settles more facts would emerge. 
Have any facts emerged at all? 


Dr. Ince: Obviously, it is too early for the dust to settle, but already 
we are seeing and hearing some very interesting happenings. 


There seems to be a difference of opinion between the President of the 
United States and one of the Caribbean heads. And I may point out this is 
not any of the four heads who did not participate in the military venture. 
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Additionally, we do not know what is happening to the news. I note that a 
White House aide has resigned because he did not like how the media was 
misinformed at the outset. 


I cannot understand how members of the media were permitted to go into 
Grenada on a selective basis. 


At first announcement it was reported that there were 1,000 Cuban troops, 
now we are hearing it was only 600. 


We are yet to be informed of the number of Grenadian deaths. But we see 
pictures of back-hoes digging what was obviously mass graves. 


I believe that the story of Grenada will continue to unfold and we have not 
heard the end of it at this point. 


Babb: Arising out of that, did the Trinidad and Tobage Government have any 
sort of intelligence, or knowledge, of the arms and ammunition build-up in 
Grenada? 


Dr. Ince: It would seem to me that our intelligence was unaware of the 
extent of the arms build-up in Grenada. But I also hasten to add that the 
biggest power, as it had just come out of Washington, under-estimated tlie 
build-up of weapons in Grenada. And I would dare say that the intelligence 
force of the US is somewhat superior to thet of our small developing coun- 
try. 1am also not sure whether other powers had any indication of the 
extent of the build-up in Grenada either. 


Babb: When Bishop took power, our Government kept its distance. Then we 
were hearing that Grenada was a satellite of the Cubans and Soviets. And 
of course you know once Cuba is involved, military arms are going to be 
involved. Did we ever keep a closer watch on Grenada to ascertain what 
was really going on? 


Crisis 


Dr. Ince: Well, we attempted through informal channels to ascertain what 
had been going on in Grenada. And more recently we had accredited a High 
Commissioner to that country. 


In fact, just before this crisis broke, the Ministry of External Affairs was 
coming up with a recommendation that a consulate be established in that 
country. We were making an attempt to find out more closely what was going 
on in Grenada. 


Babb: Don't you think that this shows up the need for us to review our 
intelligence, or improve it, or establish a different rationale to the 
whole Grenada scenario? 


Dr. Ince: I think you are correct. But of course you are talking here 
again of expenditure. And perhaps if something like this had not happened 
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there might have been vociferous arguments over added expenditure, espe- 
cially in these hard economic times. 


But your point is well taken. I do not know to what extent our intelli- 
gence can be improved. But I am certain it will be looked into carefully. 
But I am disturbed by the fact that a wealthy nation like the US fell short 
in its intelligence operations, indicating sometimes that money may not be 
everything. 


Babb: Was it true that Prime Minister Chambers was never informed that he 
had no information on the matter? That he really did not know? 


Dr. Ince: Yes to both. He was never informed and he did not know. 


The meeting of the Heads of Caricom on that Saturday ended at 3 o'clock in 
the morning. Let*s put it this way. Mr Chambers worked very hard to get 
his proposals accepted by the meeting, and at 3, when the meeting broke, 

it seemed that consensus had been virtually arrived at. In fact, the names 
of outstanding Caribbean nationals were being advanced so that they could 
be members of the fact-finding team. Mr. Chambers was operating under the 
assumption that no naval task force was on the way. 


On the Sunday, the meeting was to start at 9 a.m. but it never started 
until about 10.20 a.m. And one member--one OECS member who shall remain 
unnamed--showed a telegram which indicated that someone, an outstanding 
West Indian, was willing to serve. 


That turned out to be the last link with the meeting that had ended at 3 in 
the morning. Thereafter, it was indicated that there should be no more dis- 
cussion along those lines, and that discussions should be diverted to two 
papers that had been brought by OECS states, and Jamaica. 


The paper brought by Jamaica was called the Protocol of Port-of-Spain, 
while the other paper dealt with sanctions by the OECS states. I might 
point out that the Protocol of Port-of-Spain dealt with the suspension of 
Grenada from Caricom, among other things. The talks then revolved around 
those papers. 


At no point thereafter was military intervention discussed--only the Proto- 
col and the sanctions. 


Mr. Seaga, speaking on behalf of the OECS states, broke discussions on the 
fact-finding team when he said, "We don't want to continue discussions on 
this." 


Babb: On the issue of the Barbadian Prime Minister, Mr. Adams, requesting 
that our High Commissioner, Mr. Pitt, be recalled, and Mr. Adams using 
pretty strong language calling Mr. Pitt "a downright liar,’ what actually 
did Mr. Pitt convey to the Prime Minister? 
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Dr. Ince: Whatever Mr. Pitt told the Prime Minister I am certain that he 
did not tell him anything about a military intervention, or about the posi- 
tion to intervene militarily. 


Babb: Well in the light of all that has been said, and reported, and what 
took place, do you think Mr. Pitt was equipped to be holding such a sensi- 
tive position as that, being responsible for the Grenada area? 


Dr. Ince: Categorically yes. Mr. Pitt was equipped to hold such a position. 
And that is precisely why he was posted there. 


Babb: Will the Trinidad and Tobago High Commission in Barbados now be 
closed? 


Dr. Ince: Categorically no. The Trinidad and Tobago High Commission will 
not be closed. No! There are usually many irritants between countries, 
and countries do not close their embassies because of these irr‘tants. The 
closing of an embassy or high commission is a very serious matter, implying 
a disruption of relations between two countries. 


Babb: Do you believe any other form of intervention would have solved the 
situation? 


Dr. Ince: It is obvious now that if there was military intervention solely 
by Caribbean forces, such intervention would not have been successful. But 
I think that was not the sort of intervention that Trinidad and Tobago had 
in mind in the first instance. 


Onslaught 


Trinidad and Tobago was prepared to negotiate. Now, some are saying 
negotiate with whom. Negotiate with that butcher, Austin? My response to 
that is, you will recall that just prior to the news release that US ships 
were on their way to this region, the military regime--the Revolutionary 
Military Council (RMC)--had indicated that they were prepared to speak. 


And it seemed that they had no option at that time because they knew of 
the approaching task force. They knew it was either to negotiate or face 
the oncoming onslaught. So that is why I believe negotiations would have 
been tenable. I believe they would have done so because they recognised 
the reality of the situation. 


Babb: Is it true that the Government is really concerned about the poor 
image it has cut in the country and in the wider Caribbean, and is anxious 
to do some face-saving? 


Dr. Ince: The Government is concerned about the fact that on such an impor- 
tant issue there is a division in the country, with some people not sup- 
portive of the Government's position. 
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The Government of course--and this is an under-statement at this time--is 
aware that some members of the Caribbean do not understand its position 
also. But the Government is also aware that it has taken a principled 
stand, and that we are not isolated in world opinion. 


If we were to look at the vote in the UN on that resolution mentioned 
before, you would note that 136 states did not agree to the use of force, 
with 109 of them expressing it positively. In fact, only nine countries, 
of which seven were Commonwealth Caribbean states, disagreed with us. 
Those nine states were isolated on their stand in favour of the use of 
force. 


So it is evident that we are in the mainstream of world thinking. 


Now, this presents a task, I think, for this Government to make stronger 
efforts to inform the people of this country in the area of foreign policy 
and foreign policy issues. I became aware of this in recent times with the 
stance taken by many of our nationals on the cricket and apartheid issue. 


Grenada is very close to us. We have very many Grenadians living here, and 
the issue cannot help being a very emotive one. But foreign policy deci- 
sions cannot be based solely on emotions. Foreign policy decisions must be 
taken on the basis of national interests of the state. 


Trinidad and Tobago is a small state with little military capability. 
Small states at the UN and other international forums usually say that 
they are the moral conscience of the world, and that is how they make up 
for the lack of military capability. 


Aftermath 


It seems that the action taken by some states now undercuts that moral 
argument that states of their size have usually employed. 


Babb: How would the Government of Trinidad and Tobago continue to justify 
its position in the face of national public opinion which appears to be in 
favour of the invasion, or rescue operation? 


Dr. Ince: The Government of Trinidad and Tobago will, time and again, 
reiterate its principled stand. It will seek to show the people that its 
action was not one of cowardice, but one of strength--the adherence to 
principle in the short-term and long-term national and regional interest. 


It was an action with a historical perspective. All the proposals that we 
have made are being advanced now in the aftermath of the invasion. The 
only issue was, they wanted to use might before. With the exccption of 
might, all of those proposals we had advocated. 


It is instructive to note that every single proposal advocated by Trinidad 
and Tobago, save the use of force, is being pursued, not only within Caricom 
but by other Commonwealth countries, and by outside. We continue to feel 
that this might have been pursued as a first resort. 





The people of Trinidad and Tobago especially, with this latest development, 
will begin to see the consistency of Trinidad and Tobago's foreign policy. 


Finally, the Government assured or confident of its principled position 
will attempt to bring the people around to its view. That is the hallmark 
of leadership. And developments in the Caribbean in the aftermath of this, 
in relation to this issue, can only justify that. 


Priorities 


Babb: Charges have been made, or rather levelled at Trinidad and Tobago 
being in company with Guyana on this Grenada issue, what do you say? 


Dr. Ince: Trinidad and Tobago pursues its national interest or what seems 
to be in the best interest of our national priorities. Other states do this 
also. If in pursuing their national interests other states are counted on 
the same side of Trinidad and Tobago that is fine, although at times it 

does not mean very much. 


For example, if South Africa were in the UN, South Africa would have voted 
with the OECS states because the South African Government publicly stated 
that it was happy for the invasion, because it was uprooting the communists. 


I for one would not have rushed to make a linkage between the voting 
behaviour of South Africa and the voting behaviour of the OECS states and 
Jamaica and Barbados. 


Babb: Assuming the negotiations contemplated by the Trinidad and Tobago 
Government had failed, what do you think would have been the next step? 


Dr. Ince: You have put me in an odd spot, where I have to answer to a 
hypothetical situation. Governments as you know do not deal with hypo- 
thetical situations. They have to react to real situations. It is diffi- 
cult this time to say how the Government of Trinidad and Tobago would have 
reacted to the situation you have mentioned. 


Babb: Do you really think that the sanctions imposed would have worked? 


Dr. Ince: As you are aware, sanctions have not been very successful 
wherever they have been applied. But I think that the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago was making a point. It was sendiny a signal to the 
Revolutionary Military Council that the Government abhorred the situation 
as it stood then. And this was one way of bringing around the Military 
Council to negotiations. 


[I want to point out also that it was not only Trinidad and Tobago that 
imposed sanctions. In fact all the OECS states did so. 

What we were doing in Trinidad and Tobago was monitoring the situation to 
see how the Military Council would react, and to what extent the sanctions 
would have an effect on the Grenadian people whom we did not wish to undergo 


more undue suffering. 
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We were monitoring the situation all the time. And now we have lifted the 
trade sanctions, and Grenada-registered vessels can now return to the Cari- 
com Jetty, because we have the interest of the Grenadian people at heart. 


Babb: What is your reaction to the label that is tagged on Trinidad and 
Tobago abroad as the "Great Abstainer''? 


Dr. Ince: I think that such a description comes from those people who do 
not really understand the workings of international organisations and more 
specifically, the United Nations. 


There are times when a state has to abstain in the UN not because it is not 
taking a stand on the issue, but because of maybe the language of the reso- 
lution, or any other reason. Or, sometimes we prefer to let the parties in 
dispute resolve their issue without unduly interfering. 


It should be pointed out that abstaining is not ducking the issue, but is 
positive participation it. an international organisation. When a state 
wants to duck an issue it simply does not participate. 


Principle 


In the current case abstention here seems to mean Trinidad and Tobago not 
wishing to go along with the other states to intervene militarily. That is 
not abstaining. That is taking a firm position, based on principle, based 
on the tenets of our foreign policy which are well-known. 


In fact, if Trinidad and Tobago wished to swim with the tide and go along 
with the rest of the other states, and abandon principle, it would have 
been the easiest thing in the world for it to do. 


For example, to return to the UN, Trinidad and Tobago, although it was not 
happy with all aspects of the language of the resolution that was just 
passed--the resolution sponsored by Nicaragua, Zimbabwe and others--voted 
for the resolution because it was in accord with the substance of the reso- 
lution. Some 27 states abstained, the majority of which made statements 
that they disagreed with the invasion but were unhappy with the language. 


In fact, abstention in the UN may be even used to chide a state--that is, 
not agreeing with the contents of the resolution refuses to vote for it 
because of its relationship with another state. 


We know that the United Kingdom was unhappy with the military intervention 
in Grenada. Mrs. Thatcher herself expressed grave doubts about it. Yet 
the UK abstained on the resolution, and that was so because of the over- 
riding interests, namely the close relations between the UK and the US. 


In summary, an abstention is a positive act. It is not sitting on the 
fence, or ducking the issue as so many are prone to believe. 








Whenever Trinidad and Tobago abstains in an international organisation it is 
in the national interest of this country. And no one will tell us what our 
national interests are. 


Babb: Why was Trinidad and Tobago unable to evacuate its nationals before 
the invasion, or during the invasion? 


Dr. Ince: A BWIA plane was due to move into Grenada at 10 a.m. on the 
Tuesday, but at dawn the invasion took place. After that, the BWIA plane 
was on continuous standby to bring out Trinidad and Tobago nationals from 
Grenada. It had to stand by because no commercial flights were permitted 
within a radius of 50 nautical miles of Grenada. 


As you know, those Trinidad and Tobago nationals that came home by BWIA 
were transported by US military aircraft from Grenada to Barbados. 


The office of the high commission in Barbados was on a 24-hour standby, 
and the acting high commissioner was there for at least 18 hours each day. 


So far, nationals who have returned have been primarily those who were at the 
airport. Because of the absence of communications it has been difficult to 
get in touch with other Trinidad and Tobago nationals who may wish to leave. 


Efforts to apprise them of the fact that they should get to Point Salines-- 
that is, efforts by radio--have yielded some measure of success so far, 
since 70 out of 136 nationals listed were brought home. 


Liberation 


On their arrival at Piarco Airport, the Ministry of External Affairs had 
organised a transport system, where we had taxis waiting to take those 
nationals to their homes. 


I should point out that the acting High Commissioner to Barbados was on 
duty for virtually 18 hours per day in his effort to assist nationals in 
getting back to Trinidad and Tobago. 


Babb: Why do you think the Grenadians rejoiced when the multinational 
forces liberated them? 


Dr. Ince: Well, I think that it was natural for the Grenadian people to be 
overjoyed at their liberation. The events of the last few days had terri- 
fied them. Consequently, the arrival of the troops was welcomed. 


[his reaction is phenomenon that is played time and time again when troops 
come on the scene. It is instantaneous. 


For example, nearing the end of World War Two when Russian forces entered 
parts of Europe there was this same reaction. As I say, it was natural and 


spontaneous. People are not thinking at that time of the future or what is 
likely to happen down the road. That will slowly descend on them in time 
to come. 
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Babb: What is the Trinidad and Tobago Government going to do now? What is 
the next step in this situation? 


Dr. Ince: We have already indicated our stand in Parliament. We want, and 
we are willing, to take part in any sort of security peace-keeping opera- 
tions in Grenada. We have indicated this to the Governor General, and have 
copied it to several people as I think I've said before. 


Normalcy 


We are particularly interested in seeing Grenada return to normalcy as soon 
as possible. And we are prepared to assist in that enterprise. 


Babb: All this suspicion that has developed, because of the Grenada crisis, 
do you see this having any long-term effects on Caricom? 


Dr. Ince: I have been asked that question before. And at that time I 
referred to the resilience of Caricom in the face of disputes or quarrels 
in the past. This seems to be the biggest one in the history of Caricom, 
and perhaps I would not want to venture at this point on the future of 
Caricom. 


Babb: In relation to the invasion, or rescue operation, what do you think 
are the implications for the Caribbean? 


Dr. Ince: The implications are all negative. In fact it is frightening. 
Possibly tomorrow some states disagreeing with the political orientation of 
Trinidad and Tobago, or any other state, can perceive their interests to be 
threatened, and request assistance from a military power to invade. Also, 
internal strife can be manipulated and utilised as a justification for 
external interference. 


As I have said before, the sovereignty of Caribbean states is now more than 
illusory than real. We do not know where it will end. Today is Grenada; 
we do not know who it will be tomorrow. 


Chambers Speech to PNM Group 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Nov 83 p l 
[Article by John Alleyne] 
[Text] San Fernando--Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr George 
Chambers, said yesterday that Government had taken a principled stand on 


the Grenada issue and he was not prepared to "bend" or "kneel down" on the 
question. 


Mr Chambers was speaking at the annual conference of the Women's League of 
the ruling People's National Movement of which he is the Political Leader, 
at the Fyzabad Senior Comprehensive School. 
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He said he would not be surprised 
if pressures, economic and other- 
wise, were brought to bear on the 
country because of its principled 
stand, stating that it would appear 
that ‘‘a small speck of dust’’ should 
not make a stand on principles. ‘‘Be 

red for pressures and stand 
irm,’’ he told the conference. 

In an auditorium packed with 
women and before several Govern- 


ment ministers he drew attention 


to his pene relationship with the 
late renadian Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop. 


He said that it was he (Mr 
Chambers) who saved Grenada from 
expulsion from the United Nations 
in 1982 and from Caricom this year 
and he convinced Bishop that there 
should be positive action to return 
to democracy resulting in Bishop 
appointing a constitutional com- 
mission. 

The Women's League interrupted 
his address constantly with pro- 
longed applause. 

e Prime Minister said that the 
two most fundamental questions 
arising out of the events of Grenada 
were, firstly, their effect on the 
Caribbean integration movement 
and, secondly, the stability and 
validity of the United Nations 
Charter with the huge question 


mark that is now arising every- 
where — the sovereignity of any 
State. 

He stoutly defended the stand 
taken by the Government on the 
Grenada issue which he said was 
‘fully endorsed and supported by 96 
per cent of the world.”’ 

He said that the support came 
‘from China, across Europe, across 
Asia, across Afmca, across Latin 
America and Canada,” and there 
has never since it was established in 
1948 been any issue raised in the 
United Nations that has provoked 
such sharp criticism as the question 
of military intervention in Grenada. 

Mr. Chambers said that notwith- 
standing such a fundamental degree 
of support internationally, within 
Trinidad and Tobago there was some 
measure of concern or lack of con- 
cern as a regult of the overriding 
lack of ge for the Government, 
ae pen don't seem to under- 
oan that ‘when your Prime 

inister is insulted — when your 
Government and Parliament are in- 
sulted, it is an insult on the entire 

ulation.”’ 

¢ proferred that history in the 
long run will squarely substantiate 
the Government's stand, ‘‘and if it 
were possible for me to resurrect 
myself — the late Prime Minister 
Dr. Eric Williams would resurrect 
himself to come and congratulete 
me and my Cabinet colleagues for 
the very principled stand I took on 
the Grerfada issue "’ 


NO NOTIFICATION 


Mr. Chambers said he wanted to 
be on the conference record, as was 
in the record ®f Parliament, with 


Geagrament s stand on princ- 
»he ‘reiterated’ the points 
e. He told the conference, ‘As a 


me Minister, I am aware of 

ine 7 ces of a e Minis- 

ly is Parliament — I do 
w be reminded of that. 

: to that as en the 
day of Parlia tas Of today I have 
seen no official notification either of: 
military intervention or a request 
from any Caribbean State that a 
request was being made or had been 
made for assistance to the United 
States."’ 

‘He said he had had it from an 
impeccable source ‘‘that in recent 
discussion on the organisation of a 
peacekeeping presence in Grenada, 

view was expressed that 
Trinidad should not be invited.”’ 

He said that the Government had 
indicated its Wesire to participate 
fully in any peace-keeping presence 
in and it was made quite clear that 
as far as the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago was concerned 
there was a difference between an 
occupation presence and a peace- 
k ing presence. 

e we are willing to partici- 
pate we will do so, if invited, but I 
am Sw to bend, I am not 
prepar to kneel down on this 
question.”’ 

The sentiments evoked thunder- 
ous applause from the conference 
delegates. 

He said there could be no doubt 
about Trinidad and Tobago’s stand 
on Caribbean, integration. This 
country had demonstrated over the 

ears it was the Sa 

integrationist and in the pro- 
cess it “Kontributed “more fhan 
$1,000 million (TT) of the hard earn- 
ed taxpayers’ money to the cost of 
integration.” 


DEEP WOUNDS 


Mr. Chambers said the Govern- 
ment had been criticised over not 
caring about the people in Grenada, 
bat one of the prime considerations 

ich the Cabinet took was the fact 
that in this country itself a large 
segment of the pulation was 

Grenadian — ind more than they 

were in Grenada, and that many, 

many nationals were the offspring 

‘of Grenadians. 

.. He said it was historic that this 
ear's erence was being held in 
istoric Fyzabad — a place where 

the great patriot, the late Tubal 

Uriah ‘‘Buzz’’ Butler sparked the 

industrial revolution of 1937 


He said Butler was a person to 
hom the party and Gévernment 
paid ‘full y, and. Gg . It was 








ant to be reminded that 
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when you said Butler, you said 
Grenada, and, therefore, there was 
no lack pf concern by the Govern- 
ment over the welfare of the people 
of Grenada 

He said he had taken the events 
over the last few weeks with a great 
deal of disquiet. There was a fet of 
pain and the wounds inflicted pn the 
Caribbean integration movément, 
while pot fatal were deep, and it 
would take a very, very long time te 
be healed 

Referring to the controversy 
centred on Ambassador Basil Pitt 
he said, ‘‘! as Prime Minister, an 
the Cabinet have every confidence 
in Ambassador Pitt — he will con- 
tinue to be the Ambassador serving 
those States to which he has been 
assigned, excepting one. 

In that context, therefore, he 
advised that the Barbados High 
Commissioner would stay where he 
was —- another viewpoint that was 
loudly applauded 

‘Turning to this country’s stand 
for a fact finding mission, he asked 
the delegates, ‘‘Can you tell what is 
the extent of the damage to 
Grenada, can you tell the loss of 
Grenadian civilian lives in the 
hostilities; can you say who will pay 
the cost for reconstruction?"’ 

To all three questions delegates 
shouted ‘‘no”’ 

The Prime Minister said that he 
himself had viewed the papers 
scrupulously in an attempt to 
determine the number of civilian 
Grenadian lives lost in battle, but 
while there were accounts of Cubans 
whose lives were lost and soldiers 
wounded, and so also for the United 
States, no account was given of the 


loss of civilian Grenadian 
population 
e said that no one could t 

indeed the trauma experienced by 
the Grenadian people spiritually, so- 
cially, or otherwise, and there was 
no lime when there was a greater 
need for fact finding than the 
present 

He said that he thought it rather 
strange that some of the peopie who 
were originally said to be executed 
were now giving personal accounts 
of the events which took place in 
Grenada 


As for his personal reiationship 
with Grenada, he said, ‘it was I who 
saved Bishop and Grenada from ex- 

ulsion or attempted expulsion 
rom United Nations in November, 
1982; it was I who saved Grenada 
from expulsion or attempted ex- 
pulsion from Trinidad in 1983, and it 
was I who spoke to Bishop convinc- 
ing him that there should be some 
positive action on his part to indi- 
cate to the Caricom neighbours 
that there was some ultimate in- 
tention to return to democracy.” 


CHOICE OF WORDS 


It was as a result of his discussion 
with Mr. Bishop that Bishop had 
appointed his constitutional com- 
mission, he declared. / 

He told the. ,delegates that it 
would appear that ‘‘a small speck of 
dust should not make a stand on 
principles, should not express an in- 
dependcat point. of view; such a 
speck of dust could expect pressures 
economic and erwise at worst if 
it is a black speck of dust.”’ 

Mr. Chambers said, “I am not 
saying it will happen, but I warn I 
will not be surprised if pressures, 
economic and _ otherwise, are 
brought to bear on Trinidad and 
Tobago because of our very princt- 
pled stand on Grenada.” 


He said that he had interrupted a 
meeting of the Natidnal Planning 
Eco#®mic Commission because of a 
request for a United States con- 

ressional team commission to visit 

rinidad. 

After communicating the coun- 
try’s willingness to meet the com- 
mission he was informed on Satuf- 
day night that it could not be ascer- 
tained where exactly the com- 
mission was, and if it would be able 
to come to Trinidad before going to 
a number of places. 

Mr. Chambers said he was using 
his words with meticulous care 
because there was a yawning gap in 
the region, and ‘‘I would not want to 
widen that gap further.” 

But, he cautioned the delegates 
to be prepared for any pressures 
that might come as ke called upon 
them to stand firm to support the 
Government and to be prepared 
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Chambers on Mandate 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Nov 83 p l 


[Text ] 


SAN FERNANDO: 

PRIME MINISTER George 
Chambers, told delegates —— 
the PNM Women’s ann 
conference at Fyzabad on Sunday, 
that his growing mountain of critics 
did not seem to realise that ‘‘I did 
not become Prime Minister as a 
result of any coup, counter coup or 
otherwise, but by the soverei 
of the people of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

He said he had become Prime 
Minister, ‘‘to use a current popular 
Caricom expression at ‘free and fair 
elections, and elections that were 
free from fear,’ as a marked con- 
trast to some of any critics in whose 
countries you that even the 
smallest parish elections ...’’ His 
last words were drowned out by the 

lause of the crowd. 

e Prime oo Rg nae 
something to say about the ‘‘public 
opinion polls’ d rted in another 
newspaper. Said Kir. Chambers: ‘I 
know all about these public opinion 
polls. There was one on the eve of 


the November 1981 general elec- 
tions, the result of which showed 
that the PNM could not win the 
elections, that my own seat was in 
Jeopardy, and that the most we 
could hope for was about three or 
four seats. 

“As it turned out, I did not only 
win my seat, I won it by the 
greatest majority and the party 
won more seats than at an 
revious general elections, So muc 
or public opinion polls.”’ 


He felt, however, that there was a 
‘greater degree of political sophis- 
tication among certain ple than 
we give credit for,’’ as he told of a 
vast number of letters he had 
received, gi full support for the 
a stand he had taken on the 

renada issue. 


He quoted extracts from two, 
each of which, he told the delegates, 
had been written by priests from 
the Roman Catholic Church, but he 
declined ‘‘to give either their names 
or addresses for obvious reasons.”’ 
He said that each understood far 


more clearly than some of the 
people writing editorially about the 
events in Grenada because they had 
some “empirical understanding of 
the whole question of sovereignty.”’ 


Further GUARDIAN Criticism 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Nov 83 p 8 
[Editorial: "PM's Failure To Act"] 
[Excerpts ] 


MR. GEORGE CHAMBERS sively, official word and not rely 


fer me aie, Games te Ob ae 
with that sto 
Women’s League and report in the “ y Guardian” was ais dae camnanalh 
conceivably its Youth Arm. headlined inverven- that ol Liam James had 
We do not deny him the right tion? Caricom guid “Grenada was in real dan- 
a ny tg »” which stated that of attack at any hour during 
we aS See © Sey > at least one Prime Minister, the next few days. 
ps med pig echoes needs Mr. Com said afterwards ;. On that same front page of the 
in his hour of need the of armed interven- “Sunday Guardian” was publish- 
his own since, pre- would be a subject for discussion = takable large — the deploy- 
sidemts and ministers this weekend by the full Caricom ment of a 10-ship task force or 
where, he prefers to await exclu- meeting dered to Grenada 








of course, that Guyana must also 
necessarily absent herself from 
Caricom. 


If this is so, then the removal of 
any regional centres established 
oe ee eae 
as soon as ——— 

Mr. Chambers must now fol- 
low a realistic course. The Rus- 
sians and the U.S. do not sever 
relations completely despite 
periodically deporting large 
numbers of diplomats for all 
kinds of alleged offences. 

Replacing Mr. Pitt in — 


principle that he hwids himself 
out to be, his duty to stay out that 
void is very clear. 


Talks With Venezuela 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Nov 83 p 1 
[Article by Norris Solomon] 
[Text] The Venezuelan Foreign Minister, Mr. Jose Alberto Zambrano Velasco, 
flew into Trinidad yesterday for urgent talks with Prime Minister George 


Chambers on the Grenada situation. 


Mr. Chambers met the Venezuelan Minister at Riverside Plaza at 5.30 p.m., 
and talks were continuing late yesterday. 


With Prime Minister Chambers were Senator Dr. Basil Ince, Minister of 
External Affairs; Rep. Error Mahabir, Minister of Labour Social Security 
and Co-operatives; and Mr. Knolly Hezekiah, Chief of Protocol. 


Mr. Zambrano Velasco was accompanied by the Venezuelan Ambassador to Trini- 
dad and Tobago, Mr. Amry Touron Lugo, and other Venezuelan officials. 





According to a statement from the Trinidad and Tobago Ministry of External 
Affairs, the meeting was arranged at the request of the President of 
Venezuela Mr. Luis Herrera-Campins. 


Yesterday's meeting was held immediately after Prime Minister Chambers 
ended a meeting of the National Economic Planning Commission at the same 
venue Riverside Plaza. 


The Venezuelan team went straight into the meeting behind closed doors. 
Venezuela's stand was outlined in a communique issued at the end of last 


month, showing its respect for the sovereignty of neighbouring insular 
countries. 
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The communique drew attention to the landing of forces of the United States 
and several English-speaking Caribbean countries which revealed the presence 
of Cuban military which Venezuela also described as an unacceptable form of 
intervention in the internal affairs of Grenada. 


A translation of the communique was sent through the Venezuelan Embassy in 
Port-of-Spain. 


During the last Caricom Heads of Government meeting in Port-of-Spain when 
the Grenada situation was discussed at the Hilton Hotel the Venezuelan 
Ambassador and Venezuelan officials stayed around the lobby of the hotel 
while the meeting was in progress and attended the Press conference after 


, 
rrne moar 
_ -- 


The Venezuelan communique stated in part: 


"The Government of Venezuela considers that in the present circumstances, 
it must proceed, as soon as possible, to effectuate in Grenada a free, 
popular and democratic consultation, which could give birth to a legitimate 
government, capable of securing the independence and free determination of 
the said neighbouring country." 


"Venezuela considers, as a common responsibility of the countries of this 
Continent, to seek ways in order to reach this goal and to put an end to 
the present irregular situation. To that effect, the government of 
Venezuela expresses its disposition to effectuate the necessary consulta- 
tions and offers the co-operation that might correspond to Venezuela. 


Vital Interests 


"Our scrupulous respect for the sovereignty of the neighbouring insular 
countries cannot, in any case, be mistaken with indifference in regard to 
the events that could develop in those countries. On the contrary, we are 
convinced that the real and effective independence of those nations is the 
best guarantee for the security of Venezuela. 


"For this reason, the economic and cultural co-operation programmes that 

we have been developing, have always been directed to achieve this end. 

For these same reasons that affect our vital interests, we have got the 
right and the obligation to be vigilant in order to avoid that this 
independence could be annuled, directly or indirectly, de jure or de facto, 
by the interference of foreign forces. 


"The government of Venezuela declares, in the most emphatic manner, that the 
presence of continental and extracontinental armed forces in an independent 
country of America, invoking reasons of supposed ''Peace Keeping", not 
ordered by the Security Council of the United Nations, are absolutely un- 
acceptable. 


"For Venezuela such an initiative would be contrary to the United Nations' 


Charter, to the Organisation of American States, and to the Inter-American 
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. The presence of foreign troops in a border- 
ing country would be seen by Venezuela as an action of the greatest serious- 


ness for its incidence in our own security, and as an ominous precedent for 
the independence of the countries of the continent." 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PNM WOMEN WANT GREATER SAY IN DECISLONMAKING 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Nov 83 p 21 


[Article by John Alleyne] 
[Text | 


SAN FERNANDO 


MEMBERS of the Women’s Leéa- 
gue of the People National Move- 
ment (PNM) are planning in their 
‘‘New Perspectives’’ to demand a 
greater role in the decision making 
processes of the party ‘especially 
ai the national level.’’ 

Call upon the membership to 
demand a more meaningful role in 
the affairs of the party came not 
from the Women's League Chairman 
Senator Muriel Green, Minister of 
Information, but from Mrs Mary 
Anthony, Chairman of the Fyzabad 
Constituency Women’s League, who 
outlined some of the highlights of 
the ‘‘New Perspectives: of the 
Women's League,’’ theme of the 
annual conference held at the 
Fyzabad Senior Comprehensive 
School, Guapo Road, Fyzabad, on 
Sunday 

The conference was attended by 
delegates from PNM constituency 
groups from all over the country 
also present were several ministers 
of government, who apparently 
came especially to hear the feature 
address given by Prime Minister 
George Chambers. 

The Prime Minister dealt with 


the Grenada issue and eoeet 
defended the stand taken by himself 
as Prime Minister, and the Govern- 
ment of Trinidad and Tobago on 
Grenada. 

Conference delegates, party 
members and guests, were wel- 
cpeped by Mrs 7. who said it 

' noted that the conference 
was being held in ‘‘historic Fyzabad, 
birthplace of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion — a revolution which caused 
employers to recognise the rights of 
workers, which saw the trade union 
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movement taking firm root not only 
in Trinidad and Tobago but in the 
British Caribbean.”’ 

Mrs Anthony felt that the confer- 
ence was an opportunity for the 
Women’s League to ‘‘take stock of 
itself, to see where it was, where it 
is at present and to determine 
where it is going.’’ She did not think 
that a more suitable place could 
have been chosen for the conference. 

Senator Green also ‘called upon 
conference delegates to ‘‘reflect’’ 
past achievements. She said that 
success in all previous elections over 
the 27 years of -PNM rule had 
brought about a sense of complacen- 
cy and yates | among the member- 
ship generally, but ye 
among the women, with the result 
that ‘‘our candidates fared badly in 


the recent local government elec- 
tions on August 8.’’ Like Mrs 
Anthony before her, she challenged 
the women never to let that happen 
again.” 
iss Green said it was necessary 

for members of the Women’s League 
to ‘‘take a far more aggressive role 
in the party and that is one of the 
reasons why the Women’s League 
Executive, in planning for the con- 
ference, chose as the theme, PNM 
Women’s League,New Perspectives 

She said that they had every good 
reason to be proud of the part they 
have played in assisting the party 
and the government in establishing 
the stability. democracy and free- 
dom which the PNM government 
has provided the ——_ of Trinidad 
and Tobago over the last 27 years. 

She paid public tribute to Prime 
Minister Chambers ‘‘for the states- 
manlike manner in which he handled 
the Grenada crisis 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





COUNTRY SECTION 


OWTU CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION OF INDUSTRIAL COURT 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Nov 83 p 7 


[Text | 


SAN FERNANDO: 
OILFIELDS Workers Trade 
Union (OWTU) is calling for 
an urgent investigation into 
the functioning of the Indus- 
trial Court since matters 
coming before the court had 
to be continually postponed, 
much to the hardship of 
workers and union officials 
generally. 
Mr. George Weekes, president 
eneral, sai bag that it was 


rought to the attention of the 
union that certain judges cannot 


preside over matters because their 
contracts had expired. 

Mr. Bennett Berkeley, labour rela- 
tions officer of the union, said that it 
was reported to him by an official of 
the court recently that contracts of 
certain judges had, in fact, expired 
and they could not sit or conclude 
matters before them. 

Mr. Berkeley said that he was told 
that the president of the court was 
expected to write the President of 
Trinidad and Tobago on the matter. 

If, in fact, the contracts of those 
judges expired, then the authorities 
concerned should move expeditiously 
to remedy the situation and allow 
the administration of justice to flow 
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smoothly, said Mr. Weekes and Mr. 
Berkeley. 

Mr. Berkeley said that the OWTU 
has several matters before the court 
which include suspension, a dismissal 
and another matter between the 
union and Texaco Trinidad Inc. 

He said that the Minister of 
Labour was expected to refer the 
breakdown of negotiations between 
the union and Federation Chemicals 
Limited to the court. 

‘‘We do not know if this was done,”’ 
he said. The union is awaiting word 
on the matter either from the 
minister or the court, he said. 

Last meeting held between Fed- 
chem and the OWTU at the Ministry 
of Labour was on September 29. Mr. 
Berkeley said that the union reject- 
ed certain proposals put forward to 
both parties by the conciliator. 

He said that whenever there was a 
delay in completing matters before 
the court, apart from the financial 
burden on the workers and union, 
“too much time was being wasted.” 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


SUGAR INDUSTRY SEEKS BOOST AS CROP DISASTER LOOMS 
Union Leader's Warning 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Nov 83 p 16 





[Text | 


SAN FERNANDO: 
STATE-OWNED 
Caroni Limited 
and as 
are expect to 
produce a total of 
about 1.2 million 
tons of canes for 
next year’s crop. 


Wide Canefarmers 
Trade Union (ICFTU) 
who is his union’s repre- 
sentative on the board 
of Caroni, from that to- 
tal, farmers afe ex- 
pected to produce ab- 
out 295,000 
Mr Jattan warned of 
a ‘“‘digastrous’’ 1984 
— crop in Trinidad 
believed that 
late payment of the 
ai interim fer farmers” 
canes sold im 1983, would 
be mainly responsible 
= that state of 


airs 
“Up to today, farm- 


production, 
that the final interim 


should be $165.88 per ton: 
‘We are bitterly dis- 
inted in the an- 
nouncement of $102.62 
per ton,’’ he stated. 
Late payment of the 
interim would re- 
sult in lack of mainte- 
nance of the fields, he 
contended. 
The crop is expected 
to start on January 3 


A company official said 
harvesting is expected 
to start on that date. 
Only two factories 
will be in operation — 
Brechin Castie and Ste 
Madeleine. Reform and 
Woodford Lodge have 
ceased operation and 
the workers employed 
at those factories have 
already been paid off. 
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Appeal to Government 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text | 


SAN FERNANDO: 

TRINIDAD Islandwide Canefar- 
mers Association (TICFA) has ap- 
pealed to Government to take ur- 
gent steps to resuscitate the sugar 
industry with the aim of producing 
at least 170,000 tons of sugar. 

And the association believes that 
this will provide guaranteed mar- 
kets in the area of local quota 
(65,000 tons), EEC 7 (73,000 
tons), US quota (20,000 tons), 
Caricom (5, tons), and will also 
provide a reserve to meet future 
increases in domestic consumption. 

That appeal and comments were 
contained in a memorandum on the 
subject “A case for the continued 
existence of the local sugar indus- 
try’’ sent to the Minister of Ag- 
riculture, Lands and Food Prod- 
uction, Mr Kamlauddin 
Mohammed 

The memorandum | was prepared 
following a quarterly conference of 
branch officers and members of TIC- 
FA held on Thursday, October 27, at 
Naparima Bowl, San Fernando, on 
the _- matter and presented 
by Mr. Yakub Khan, TICFA'’s advis- 
er and technical consultant 

The association suggested in the 
document that the strategy that 
should be adopted is to utilise the 
resources in the industry to their 
fullest 

The heaviest depreciating capital 


investment was on the two fac- 
tories — Brechin Castle and Ste 
Madeleine. They must be utilised to 
the fullest, “hence we suggest 
targeting production at 170,000 
tons 

Canes required can come from 
some 70,000 acres which can be di- 
vided roughly between’ estates 
(40,000) and farmers (30,000) at an 
average tons of cane to tons of 
sugar (TCTS) of 10.5. TICFA noted 


that there will still be some 10,000 - 


acres available for non-sugar food 
production. The end result would be 
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a unit cost production in excess of SD 
per cent of today’s costs. 

TICFA, touching on the question 
of the decline of sugar, pointed out 
that sugar production in Trinidad 
fell from a record high of 250,586 tons 
in 1965 to a record low of 76,232 tons 
in 1983. 

That decline trend has been more 
noticeable since 1976 when a figure 
of 200,430 tons of sugar was 
achieved. 


ITS MEMORANDUM 


‘We feel quite sure that this con- 
cern is shared by you and by Govern- 
ment and we are informed that an 
inter-government committee is at 
present considering the question of 
the future of the sugar industry’’, 
The association said in _ its 
memorandum to the Minister of Ag- 
riculture. 

The association pointed out that 
until 1982, five factories were in op- 
eration — Brechin Castle, Ste. 
Madeleine, Woodford Lodge, Orange 
Grove and Reform. 

All had a combine grinding capac- 
ity in excess of 200,000 tons of sugar. 

Orange Grove factory did not op- 
erate in 1982 and 1983 and Caroni 
(1975) Limited has announced that 
the Reform and Woodford Lodge 
mills will not function after 1983. 

This leaves the Brechin Castle and 
Ste Madeline factories available for 
—— sugar from 1984 onwards 

association said that it should 
be mentioned that the Brechin Cas- 
tle factory produced 114,842 tons of 
sugar in 1965; Ste Madeleine factory 
peak output in one year was in 1968 
when 88,727 tons of sugar were pro- 
duced. 

“It is thus reasonable to expect 
that these two factories are capa- 
ble of a total output of at least 
170,000 tons of sugar if they are 
maintained and operated efficient- 
ly’’, the Minister was informed 











COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT CUTBACKS 


THREATEN 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text | 


TRINIDAD and To- 
bago’s construction in- 
dustry is in a state of 
imminent collapse as a 
consequence of govern- 
ments drastic cut 
back in development 
projects and cancella- 
tion of projects out- 
lined in the 1983 
Budget 

This stern warning 
has been given by Mr. 
Emile Elias, Managing 
Director of the Emile 
Elias Group of Com- 
panies, who further 
stressed 

“If the present trend 
continues into next 
year, the vast majority 
of the 80,000 jobs in the 
construction ee 
equivalent to about 19 
per cent of the national 
work force, will face ex- 
tinction.”’ 

Mr. Elias, who was 
speaking at the group's 
annual long service 
awards ceremony, 
noted the private 
sector also was either 
unable to obtain the 
funds required to pro 
ceed with building pro- 
jects or h shelved 
plans for thé present, 

That thefe was a 
serious national 
economic crisis Mr 
Elias said was no doubt 

‘‘We have read in the 
news media excerpts 
from the Demas report 
which paint a grim 
economic picture of the 
period 1983-1986 during 
which the deficit on 





current account may 
exceed $7.8 billion. 

Because of the 
changed economic 
position, Mr. Elias con- 
tended there were per- 
sonal adjustments 
that we as _ indivuals 
would have to make 

He continued 

‘There is the danger, 
however, that as a 
society we can fall 
completely into dis- 
array unless our govern- 
ment demonstrates 
strong leadership and 
formulates and ex 
ecutes policies with 
imagination, foresigh 
and sensitivity.’’ 

Returning to the con- 
struction scene — in 
which the group has the 
largest local construc- 
tion firm in the country 
— Mr. Elias, observed 


that already over the 
last few months re- 
trenchment has be- 
come a dominant fea- 
ture of the local in- 
dustry 


As contracts come to 
an end, thousands of 
workers have been sent 
home. 


“The spectre of re- 
trenchment now 
haunts every construc- 
tion worker and will be- 
come a reality in the 
near future unless 
Government is 
prepared to introduce 
measures to ward off 
economic catastrophe 
in the industry and a 
consequential deepen- 
ing of the national re- 
cession "’ 


Mr. Elias said 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


INCE ON U.S. BASE--The Minister of External Affairs, Sen. Basil Ince, has 
denied that the United States Government has begun negotiations with the 
Trinidad and Tobago Government with a view to reactivating the naval base 

at Chaguaramas. Speaking in the House of Representatives on Friday after- 
noon, Senator Ince disputed the allegation made in a weekly newspaper that 
such a move was being made by the U.S. Government. He added that there was 
also no truth whatsoever in the allegation that a high-level team of U.S. 
officials had been sent to Trinidad and Tobago to discuss with this govern- 
ment the reactivation of the base or negotiate any aspect of the Chaguaramas 
Agreement. According to Senator Ince, Trinidad and Tobago maintains full 
and complete sovereignty over this "entire land mass, territorial sea and 
air space." "Irresponsible journalism of this type in which unsubstantiated 
and totally irresponsible remarks are made can do serious injury to the 
national interests of Trinidad and Tobago," said Senator Ince. The Minister 
of External Affairs also assured the House that a 99 year lease on parts of 
our territory including the Chaguaramas base negotiated between the then 
British Government and the U.S. Government was no longer in effect. This 
assurance was given in reply to a question from the representative for 

St. Augustine, Mr. John Humphrey. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN 
in English 31 Oct 83 p 18] 


HOUSING PLAN--A $10 million housing development comprising 36 townhouses is 
now nearing completion. It is located at Gordon Street, St Augustine. The 
project is being financed by the Colonial Life Insurance Co. Ltd (CLICO) 

ind is being constructed by the Gordon Street Villas Ltds. Nestled in the 
cool shadow of the hills at St Augustine, the townhouses are overlooked by 
santa Margarita and are located a stone's throw away from the St Augustine 
‘ampus of the University of the West Indies (UWI). The townhouses will be 
tri-level three bedroom units of 204.38 sq. m. (2200 sq ft.); bi-level three 


bedroom units of 139.35 sq. m. (1500 sq. ft.) and two bedroom units of 
116.13 sq. m. (1250 sq. ft.). The units will all focus around a landscaped 


entral area with parking lots and shade trees. They will be fully carpeted 
ind air-conditioned and furnished with stoves, washer/dryers and refrig- 
erators. The project was started on March 3 this year and the expected 
‘completion date is December 15, approximately nine months. [Text] [Port- 














NEW DISCOUNT RATE--The Central Bank is increasing the rate for discounting 
or re-discounting loans made to banks and non-banking financial institu- 
tions from six per cent to seven and a half per cent with effect from 
Wednesday, November 9. Loans are made against collateral of eligible 
securities and are usually to alleviate temporary shortages of liquidity. 
A release from the Central Bank yesterday stated: The Central Bank wishes 
to advise that pursuant to Section 39 of the Central Bank Act, Chapter 
79:02; it has fixed a rate of 7.50 per cent per annum as the rate for 
discounting or re-discounting paper in accordance with Section 36(e) and 
for making direct advances in accordance with Section 36(i). of the Act. 
The rate will become effective November 9, 1983. This rate in practice 
applies mainly to loans made by the Central Bank to commercial banks and 
non-banking financial institutions against the collateral of eligible 
securities acceptable to the Bank. Such loans are usually made to alleviate 
temporary shortages of liquidity that these financial institutions may 
experience from time to time in their operations. The rate of 7.50 per 
cent represents an increase of 1 1/2 per cent from the rate of 6 per cent 
which has been effective since July, 1973. [Text] [Port-of-Spain 

TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Nov 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


EXILED BLANCO LEADER ON INTERNAL POLITICAL ISSUES 
Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 5 Dec 83 pp 87-88, 91 


[Interview with Blanco Party leader Wilson Ferreira Aldunate by Amalia 
Barron at his residence in Gerona; date not specified] 


[Text] When Uruguay's most popular leader, Wilson 
Ferreira Aldunate, analyzed the social upheaval in 
his country from his retreat at Playa de Aro (Gerona) 
last week, while for the first time in their 10 years 
in power the Armed Forces gave outward signs of the 
differences of opinion within them, he predicted: 


"This is going to end." 


[his 1S similar to what demonstrators chanted on 
11 November during the fourth protest against ther 
regime andthe first one in which the people took 
to the streets en masse: "The military dictatorship 


1S going to end." 


It was the largest demonstration of the past 10 years, 
as policemen on horseback trampled demonstrators, 
killed a young man, clubbed whomever they could and 
jailed 600 people, who joined the 300 already being 


held in Uruguayan prisons 


Wilson Ferreira, the leader of the conservative National 
(Blanco) Party, is convinced that the regime "is 
defeated, dead." As in Chile and Argentina, things 

ire happening quickly. A demonstration against the 





rovernment has been called by all political parties 
for this coming 27 November, and 3 days later there 
ll be a general strike organized by the Inter-Union 


wi 

Plenar 

In Ferreira's opinion, !10 December will be a decisive 
date, because this is when power 1s transferred in 
\rgentina to President-elect Raul Alfonsin. Awar 
that when Argentina sneezes, Uruguay catches a cold, 
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Ferreira will attend the ceremony. He will not be 
able to cross the River Plate, however, because when 
the Uruguayan military lifted the bans on political 
leaders last week, they expressly retained his. And 
this was no accident. In addition to being the number 
one enemy of the military regime or perhaps because 
of it, Wilson Ferreira is the most popular politician 
in his country, even though he is what Uruguayans 
call a “pituco” (upper-class). No one doubts that 

if free elections were held in Uruguay, Wilson (as 
everyone calls him) would be president. A fine . 
conversationalist and meticulous in his manners, 
Wilson is fond of the sensitive touch with women. 

"A day before the elections in Spain, I sent Elena 
Flores a white carnation and told her: "Don't forget 
that the color of hope in my country is different 
from what it is in yours." This is what he had to 
say to CAMBIO 16. 


CAMBIO 16: How did you take the news that you were the number one 
outlaw of the military regime, that you can't return to your country? 


Wilson Ferreira Aldunate: My first reaction was almost one of gratitude. 
[ interpret it as an honor that I am the only politician from the 
traditional parties who is being kept in exile. This enshrines me 

as the number one enemy of the military. My colleagues have been 

calling me up from Buenos Aires and Brazil to congratulate me in a 

tone of exultant joy. Moreover, I do not feel that people who have never 
been entitled to take political rights away can give them back. 

[he problem is ascertaining whether they have real power. I have 

not gone back to Uruguay because I am more useful at large than in 
prison. I am wanted on every charge in the Penal Code of Military 
Justice, because every time that they reissue a summons against me, 

they have to add something. The last one that they pinned on me and 

that deep down made me feel a bit vain was "creating the risk of a 

[he time will come when the right card to play is to get jailed. 
But in these games everyone plays his cards close to the vest. 


" 
War. 


Cl6: The fear in Montevideo is that the president, Gen Gregorio Alvarez, 
might try to consolidate his position, like Pinochet, by relying on 

the army, now that the navy and the air force seem to be distancing 
themselves from the government and seeking an accord with the two 


traditional parties, the Blanco and Colorado. Is this true? 

\ldunate: here have been contacts, overtures. The navy and air force 
ire interested in expressing their dissent. Alvarez is defending 

his own interests, not those of the Armed Forces, and that card can't 

help the others. As far as my party 1s concerned, we have a clear-cut 
position of not accepting any solution that does not entail the full 
reestablishment of democratic freedoms. We will not accept any compromise 
prescription [The other traditional party is forced to lag behind. 
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No one can afford to stick with the military solution at this point 
because it's to no one's advantage now that all of this is coming 

to an end. The strength of the Uruguayan military stemmed fundamentally 
from its cohesiveness. Although we were not unaware of their internal 
problems, they strictly observed their agreement not to ever show 

those differences, and outwardly the military looked monolithic. There 
are clear signs now that that is no longer the case. It is not an 
ideological split; it is just that the interests of the president 

do not coincide with the interests of the Armed Forces. When the 
transition comes around, some military officers are going to be retired, 
but others will be still be on active duty and they naturally will 

see things differently. Concurrently, Alvarez clearly wants to maintain 
the status quo, which is absolutely impossible because he has neither 
the support nor the stature to continue as president. The difficulties 
are enormous. Uruguay 1s up against an economic and social crisis 

that 1s destroying it. And it has to negotiate with creditors who 

are beginning to demand a modicum of political credibility. 


Furthermore, ever since 1973 the Uruguayan miiltary regime has tried 
deliberately to avoid the emergence of a military caudillo. We haven't 
had anyone like Pinochet or Banzer. 


Cl6: How much more time do you give the regime? 


Aldunate: I think that the regime has had it. I don't want to give exact 
dates, but a short while ago I gave it 1 year at the most. Recent 

events have moved this forward. There is not a single party, large, 
medium or small, that is not in the opposition. Even those who represent 
the most conservative segments of society are being very hard hit. 

An enormously important event took place this past 1 May. Traditionally, 
Uruguay has not had major mass rallies on that day. This year, even 
though it was staged on a hard-to-reach esplanade, the rally was attended 
by 250,000 persons. The visit by the king of Spain also turned into 

an outburst of opposition. I think that this shows the strength of 

the people's rejection of the regime. We are now at the "pot-banging" 
stage, which people first resorted to in Latin America to oust Goulart 
in Rio and Sao Paolo. Then it was against Allende and now Pinochet. 
People are banging them in Montevideo with a thrilling intensity. 

Lights all over the city go out at the same time, and for 15 minutes 

it is pitch black. Then begins the pot-banging, which is like an 
earthquake. It sounds as if it is coming from far away. People first 
banged pots on their balconies, then in doorways and one day they 

will take to the streets. 


Cl6: After the coup d'etat in 1973, the regime imposed an economi 
program the result of which was that whereas capital earned 90 percent 


profit, wages lost half of their buying power. Last year the country 
plunged into a recession, with business bankruptcies, a drop in export 
and a huge foreign debt. How are the Uruguayan people withstanding 


the crisis? 
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Aldunate: Uruguay owes $4.5 billion, in other words, no one owes more than 
we do per capita. If the country were to pay what it owed, it wouldn't 


be able to import the minimum it needs to survive. Real wages are 
down 46 percent since early 1971. When it is said that someone earns 
half as much as before, it is because he doesn't have anything to 

eat. Uruguay used to lead the world in beef consumption; in fact, 

the average Uruguayan diet had an excess of red meat protein: 126 
kilograms pe: person a year. We used to have the lowest infant mortality 
rates in the world. All that is history. Diseases that we thought 
had been eliminated for good are reappearing today: tuberculosis, 
undernourished children with swollen stomachs. That this is happening 
in a country that doesn't know to whom to sell its meat is the most 
disgraceful treason imaginable, because it destroys the social fabric. 
The mounting poverty is destroying the middle class, which was the 
stabilizing class of society. 


The regime's political timetable called for negotiations with the 
political parties in 1983, before they fell through, a constitutional 
plebiscite in 1984 and elections in 1985. 


Concurrently, under the auspices of the International Monetary Fund, 
they refinanced the foreign debt on the basis of a 2-year grace period. 
The repayment of principal and interest would begin on | May 1985, 
which was when the civilian government was supposed to be installed. 

In other words, they rescheduled the debt so that the next government 
would have to pay it. Of course no one believes either in them or 

in the refinancing of the debt. The situation is so difficult now that 
the only way out is the way nations overcome catastrophes. 


Cl6: Belt-tightening? It seems that Latin America has reached the 
last notch. 


\ldunate: The only people who are against more belt-tightening are the 
ones who have never tightened theirs. The reason why people do not 
believe in belt-tightening is that the same groups have always been 
asked to do it. People are capable of making any sacrifice if they 

see that the sacrifice is shared by all and that it is going to work. 
Our advantage in Uruguay is that even though we are a small, poor 


country, there are few of us, three million. It would be very ill- 
willed not to distribute equitably the little wealth that we are capable 
of creating. But we will be able to normalize the situation to the 


extent that the world economic recovery boosts our meat exports. 
There are already signs of a recovery, and I think that world meat 


consumption 1s going to rise starting next year. But this is only 
the way that we are going to survive for the next 5 or 6 years. What 
we want 1s to think about a destiny. I am optimistic about that too. 


Cl6: You once said that exile has changed you? In what way? 
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Aldunate: One never says that one changes for the worse. It is basically 
a euphemism for change for the better. Uruguay was a disputed area 
between the Portuguese and Spanish territories; we were given away 

to Brazil, etc. So we wound up on the periphery of the Latin American 
system and endured a second-level imperialism from powerful neighbors. 


When the flood of immigrants arrived, Uruguay began to feel very European. 
It was called the Switzerland of the Americas and it wasn't ashamed 

of it, not bothering to ask why it was so important to be Swiss. 

I would say that I have changed for the better because I feel very 

Latin American now. I answer back today when I hear someone talking 

badly about the Bolivians, because I feel like a brother to them. 

I feel part of something very beautiful that we have in common. 


C16: How do vou feel about Argentina? 


Aldunate: I am very fond of Argentina. I lived in exile for years there 
very happily until the catastrophe came. Nevertheless, I am worried 
that Argentina has not finished putting its national values and goals 
in order. As long as Argentina continues to think that the important 
thing is to be a power, not to insure the happiness of its people, 

as long as it feels that it is important to fight with Chile over 

a dot of land covered with penguins or ice, as long as it 1s important 
for children to be in the national flag honor guard, Argentina is 
condemning itself to having a powerful military and to being governed 
by the military, as has been the case almost without interruption 

for the last half century. Argentina should have learned a lesson 

of genuine Latin American solidarity and of humility from the Falkland 
Islands tragedy. I'm not talking about a loss of pride, just putting 
an end to those stories about an undefeated Armed Forces. When U.S. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig warned Galtieri that the British 
would defeat them, his comment first prompted indignation but then 


immediately thereafter outbursts of laughter. It was worrisome to 
me to see all Argentine political sectors witnessing the swearing 
in of a torturer as governor of the Falkland Islands. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


ECONOMIC REFORM MEASURES EXPECTED TO BEGIN IN DECEMBER 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 2 Dec 83 p D-6 
[Article by Amado Fuguet V.] 


[Text] The period between December and February will enable the government to 
dust off various economic measures that had been gathering dust for lack of a 
consensus on the political level. After next Monday, when the uncertainty 
about the election results is finally cleared up, government officials will 
begin intensifying their dealings with members of the new administration to 
undertake a series of actions to carry out more effective foreign debt 
refinancing negotiations with international banks during the transition period 
between administrations, 


EL NACIONAL interviewed government and political sources to get a close look 
at what will happen after Sunday in the economic sphere. 

[he main steps the government has under study are: a moderate increase in the 
domestic price of hydrocarbon derivatives, especially gasoline; the transfer 

of 1,000 tariff categories from the 4,30 exchange rate to the rate of 6 

bolivars to the dollar; and the establishment of a system to refinance the 

private foreign debt over 7 years. 


Mlectoral Fear 


since talks began with the Bank Advisory Committee, the latter warned the 
government of the need to scep up measures and for the principal political 
parties to take part in the negotiations. 


At some points it seemed that steps were being taken in that direction, such 
as when Hector Hurtado traveled to Washington a few months ago. Publicly, 
spokesmen for Democratic Action (AD) complained that they did not have any 
information about progress in discussions with the banks. 


was learned, however, that the finance minister had written and oral 


ontacts with candidates Rafael Caldera and Jaime Lusinchi to keep them 


, 
informe; f 
Bia 


of refinancing matters and to ask their consent to certain measuré 








The proximity of the elections prevented the latter. Lusinchi did not want to 
become an "accomplice" in such decisions, because it would obviously commit 


him. The government, of course, opted not to take sole blame for any new 
adjustments. 


In this context, the banks and the International Monetary Fund stated they 
would wait until 4 December to try to reach an agreement with Venezuela. 
Thus, during recent weeks members of the economic cabinet and creditors have 


been interested in obtaining fresh news on the electoral results projected by 
various polls. 


Arturo Sosa has approached prominent AD and COPFI leaders in recent days to 
prepare a joint team to get to work in December. A long meeting is scheduled 
between the winning candidate and the finance minister for after the elec- 
tions. 


Banks' Attitude 


Francis Mason, one of the coordinators of the Advisory Committee, was waiting 
in New York yesterday for a call from Minister Sosa in which Sosa would 
stress the need to hold a new meeting in Caracas this very week, which would 
also be attended by Michael Hunter and Richard Bloom, the other two coordina- 
tors of the 13-member group. 


Tnis would mark the beginning of a more fruitful stage in the negotiations, in 
contrast to the stagnation that prevailed in recent months. At a certain 
moment the banks cut off the talks for good, but the Federal Reserve in New 
York warned the Advisory Committee that it had better change its attitude. 


Perhaps the representatives of City Bank were the harshest, backed up to a 
certair extent by the hard line taken by Mason of Chase. When Mason was the 
only co-chairman of the Committee, he did not even inform the other 400 
creditor banks of the status of the ta’ks, The Bank of America's attitude is 
considered the most understanding, because it places Venezuela in a position 
much different from that of other debtors in the region. 


(he bankers have expressed their desire that the Venezuelan Government, once a 
political consensus has been achieved, utilize the resources of the IMF, bring 
the interest on the public debt up to date--an irritating factor for them even 
though the amount of payments in arrears is small—and straighten out the 
private sector's payments situation. 


At the penultimate meeting between Sosa and the bankers, he told them that the 


Committee's economists had errea in their projections, because the external 

iccounts situation was not as bad as they had predicted, so it appeared 

unnecessary to use IMF funds, This in turn implies that it would be inappro- 

priate to arrive at an agreement with the IMF, The banks still want a kind of 

letter of intent, however, although it would not be binding as it is in the / 


case of Brazil and Mexico. 





what the banks insist on most is the speeding up of interest payments on the 
private foreign debt, and the clarification of what will finally be done with 
the principal of those obligations. 


In fact, the latter issue caused a series of confrontations in Chicago, where 
the Hernan Oyarzabal (Finance) and Humberto Penaloza (PDVSA) mission went on 
Wednesday. The big banks that hold most of the private loans attended a 
meeting in that city. In Montreal, another meeting took place between the 
mission and the banks with satisfactory results, because only small bankers 
who have not lent funds to the Venezuelan private sector were present. 


The 1/76 banks to which the Venezuelan Corporation for Development (CVF) owes 
money are small and medium, so they are not exerting pressure over the arrears 
of the private debt. For that reason, the official strategy is to arrange the 
refinancing of this part of the debt directly with them, 


December to February 


The Finance Ministry believes that with the implementation of certain measures 
that it feels are necessary and will not affect the spirit of the plan to be 
arried out in February, the banks will be more open-minded bet ween December 
and February, so that as soon as the new adminstration takes office, the 
refinancing agreement can be signed. 
he first decision it proposes will depend on a technical study directed by 
the Ministry of Energy ard Mines that would establish the grounds for an 
increase in the price of domestically consumed petroleum derivatives. This 
increase would be moderate, not the large one the IMF postponed months ago. 
\ second measure would be to transfer 1,000 tariff categories which are now at 
ite of 4.30 bolivars to the dollar, to the 6-bolivar parity. Due to the 
relatively small amount of imports of these products, they would not have a 
strong inflationary impact. 


\ third action is to desig. a plan to deal with the private foreign debt 
whereby the refinancing would not be over 3 vears--as the decrees now set 
rtl t years. Tlis plan would be similar to the Ficorca plan, and would 


ille\ the balance of payments problem. 


\nother measure under study would be a new parity with the petrodollar (the 


, ; 


been decided), but it will not be easy to win approval for this 


| ' to . ae R ee - 
in because of the political impact Calderon Berti s appointment in 


1 unt has not 











COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


ARTURO SOSA SAYS IMF LOANS NO LONGER NEEDED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 30 Nov 83 p 2-2 


(Article by Fanny Perez V.|] 

[Text] The Bank Advisory Committee believes that Venezuela no longer needs 
the financial resources of the International Monetary Fund in 1983, according 
to statements made yesterday by Finance Minister Arturo Sosa. 


Sosa, who met the previous week with the Advisory Committee of the Creditor 
Banks, provided information yesterday on the results of those talks. 

The finance minister stressed that the bankers had gained a very positive 
impression of the Venezuelan economy, to the extent that the assertions and 
prognoses the economists had made in March, which had been very negative, were 


replaced with very promising forecasts, as indicated in the latest round of 
talks. 


The minister stated that the results of the technical studies undertaken by 
the various subcommittees during their latest ountry had been 
compiled in 2 report that was not delivered to Minister Sosa, but was conveyed 


! ) " 
to him “verbally. 


"The recognized that they had been wrong in various statements they 


le to the effect that the government's economic measures had been ‘too 
little, too late,''" contended the finance minister. 


Minister Sosa explained that the bankers confessed to the Venezuelan 
negotiator that the could not understand how internal demand had been limited 


without the need for a devaluation, and without severe supply shortages as 
they had predicted. 


Arturo Sosa also said that the bankers praised the work of the Office of the 
Differential Fxchange Rate System (RECADI), stating that "it has functioned 
more effectively than they had foreseen," and because it prevented the flight 


¢ ¢ 


of foreign currency from the country. 


r these reasons, the creditor banks believe that Venezuela will not need 
ial resources of the International monetary Fund, which they had 
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New Government Should Not Devalue Immediately 


Just a few days before the elections, and therefore shortly before the 
installation of a government that could plot a new course for economic policy, 
Arturo Sosa offered a few suggestions to the new administration. 


"A new government should not be tempted to rush into a simplification of the 
exchange system in a way that would accelerate the process inadequately, 
because the benefits of devaluing the currency hastily could lead to 
undesirable inflationary consequences," said Sosa. 


Minister Sosa believes and recommends to the new government that the gradual 

¥ B 
process that began in February can be concluded next year, to phase in a 
unified exchange rate over the next 12 to 18 months. 


The minister pointed out that he will leave the incoming government with a 
"conceptually refinanced" debt, meaning that it will simply have to sign the 


refinancing contracts. 


Complaints About Private Debt 


The finance official also reported that the banks have been vnhappy with the 
continued delavs in the payment of interest on the private foreign debt of 
this country. 
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LUSINCHI'S AGRICULTURAL REFORM PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 
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Caracas Fl] NIVERSAL in Spanish 29 Nov 83 
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Text 1ime Lusinchi's platform is innovative in the sense that few people 
nave simply taken it for granted, stated Dr Francisco Vargas Munoz, national 
igrarian secretary of Democratic Action, yesterday. 
Vargas Munoz explained that in the first place, Lusinchi is offering the 
tr new political project, and within that political project the 
igrarian program, which covers agrarian reform, agricultural development and 
igriculture in general. Agriculture is the basis, the foundation of that 
1, } . _ SS 
\ccording to Vargas Munoz, the goal of this new concept is to free Venezuela 
fr foreign dependence, because that agricultural development is conceived as 
the Troundation of an ultimate agroindustrial development, in which the new 
nd try that wil emerge in Venezuela will not depend on toreign contingen- 
. iddition,” stressed the agrarian leader, "within the concept of agricul- 
ture, for the first time serious thought is given to sustained growth along 
the rder in order to establish the political border through economic devel- 
pment, and finally do away with the circumstances that have on many occasions 
Clos i the ma edia with news of border conflicts. Thus, agricultural 
leve | ent in the border region will allow the emergence of an agroindustry 
that wi ve fri the edge to the center, and thereby achieve not only the 
consol ition of the border ind our dependence from foreign influence, but 
1 tne levelopment I the root tructure of a Venezuelan wa f life, 
OC ] il Pact in Agrotechnic 
Keferrit to the Social Pact aimed at the agrote 11 field, Dr Vargas Mur 
stated that Lusinchi's platform, first of all, has a few innovations. That , 
progra begil Ww it I emer eEeNc ¢€ of irea T eve | Tt ent. é ir é 1¢ lened 
exclusively for agrarian reform, for which as ture of a 11 type is 
hhasized in order to fre he nored and for tte it f 
ie deprivation that has characterize their tras Ct 
nationa tor 











"Furthermore," Vargas Munoz went on, "we envision an agriculture oriented 
toward the production of food and raw material for agroindustry, and within 
that context, attention will be given to medium-size producers as well as 
agrotechnicians in order to achieve the real democratization of Venezuelan 
land ownership, which is in the final analysis the root of all the social 
maladjustments that have been the common deiominator of the development of 
Latin America." 





Jaime Lusinchi, in his Social Pact for rural areas, intends first of all to 
pass a General Moratorium Act for farmers; secondly, he plans to promote the 
steady growth of credit, technical assistance and the marketing of agricul- 
tural products; and he wants to incorporate 1 million new hectares into the 
agriculture sector and to put into immediate operation at least 1 million 
hectares of the land currently owned by Venezuelan producers. In addition, he 
intends to promote agricultural development through three basic programs. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


LUSINCHI'S PLAN TO REACTIVATE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR VIEWED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 30 Nov 83 p 2-3 
[Article by Juan Delgado] 


[Text] According to estimates by a group of industrialists who support the 
presidential candidacy of Dr Jaime Lusinchi, his administration would be in a 
position easily to allocate nearly 2 billion bolivars during its term in 
office for an industrial reactivation program that would focus on small and 
medium industry in Venezuela. This effective investment would aim at 
strengthening the existing physical industrial plant in order to achieve a 
firm, stable and continued economic reactivation. 


The concept of industrial reactivation is applied in those economies that have 
undergone a prolonged recession, as has Venezuela's. It consists of creating 
a series of programs, mechanisms and instruments to provide new boosts to 


industry so that it can recover. 


It is well known that Dr Jaime Lusinchi has proposed five basic programs to 
support the industrial sector: 1) consolidation of the existing industrial 
plant; 2) strengthening and expansion of industrial employment; 3) substitu- 
ting basic imports; 4) strengthening exports; and 5) expanding research and 
technlogicial development. The proposal also includes subprograms for rescu- 
ing many industrial subsectors that have been hit hard by economic policies, 
such as the shoe, clothing, graphic arts, and metalworking industries, and 
others. 


Each of the above-mentioned programs would be funded adequately from vzrious 
sources, The program of consolidating the existing industrial plant refers 
basically to the support that industries undergoing crises would receive. The 
basic need of these industries is for working capital and minor repairs, to 


enable them to recover on their own. In this case the funding would be short- 


term, with maximum utilization periods of 18 to 24 months. The program would 
entail an investment of 500 million bolivars, at a rate of 100 million per 
year. These resources would benefit about 1,000 industries over that 

period. Since these are short-term resources, there will be coordinated 
iction by state banking institutions, led by Corpoindustria and the 
[Industrial Bank of Venezuela (BIV). Thus, BIV would theoretically allocate 
160 million bolivars over the 5 years, the National Development Bank (BND) 
would allocate 60 million, the Banco Republica 80 million, the Banco Ital 


L 80 











venezola VU million, and the Regional Deve pment Banks 1x in all) w 
contribute 100 million bolivars. ihesee figures are for the entire peri 1. 
ecause the loans are for work ng capital, the loans that are paid off or 
re ere hould be turned into new loans again, so that the effective 
ntribution fund pooled by all the banks does not necessarily have to be 50 
Million bolivars, and the individual contributions do not have to be ¢} 
indicated above. The Orpoindustria subsidy would be a 2 percent nterest 
rate, wnich would garantee that the banks could charge their norma nterest 
rates. The banks, for their part, would contribute t this industrial reacti 
vation program from the be Pinning with appropriate technical services, espe 
Cially in the ace ountng field, so that businessmen will be able x ith their 
help to maintain strict controls Over production costs and other expenditures, 
the financial institutions would also specialize in helping certain sectors of 
industry, so that their a tance could be more rational and effect e, 
(hus, the BIV, being the leader, would deal with all sectors; the Banc 
epublica would deal exc lusively with the clothing sector; the Banco Ita] | 
Venezolano would help the graphic arts and furniture industries; the BND would 
iSSist the chemicals and furniture industries: and the Regional Development 
Banks would specialize exclusivel\ in the agroindustrial sector. For this 
purpose the BIV would create in executive vit e-president position to oversee 
this program. The BIV would pecialize in the metalworking and construction 
ectors, but in those areas where no other bank is lending assitance, it must . 
fulfill the functions set forth in the proeran [he proposal calls for a 
> & & , i 4 | i A 4 Ai . t - t , 
pecial industrial reactivatio: program under certain conditions which must be 
, } La } in ; + f } ’ ] a 4 TY) leo 
et over certain periods o© time, so that the institutions involved Can also 
eal with their regular credit programs with their traditional clientele, The 
second program would aim at strengthening and expanding industrial employment 
iS a priority goal. It would help many enterprises that need funds to expand 
Cnelr operations and thus the employment of manpower. Approximately 30 
lion bolivars will be invested curing the administration's term, wit! 
iverage irly allocation § OU million bolivars. These resources could 
efit nearly 600 businesses. The main source of these fund: would be 
' ty i, Ww I nN we uld iT turn recelve LOO millior bo Val fr [ t he Nat , 
kecutive Tor each year of the program. These funds, alone with those il] 
ited during the peri n conjunction with para-state financial associatior 
h as Finandex, Sofidor, Falcofit 1, OOTLlOcCciderte, once di invested al 
1, should be rex led to faciliate an increase of mor than 2 mi] 
n bol irs during the presidential term. 
banning of imports ha reated undeniable possibilities for vesti t 
rous import substitution, rit the admit tration of Dr lime | I , 
t expecte that ipprox] C ¢ j nil] bolivar nN De invest , 
trial project Of | rity. lt} Cul WO re 
ty _! rs, Ver , + t ‘ r+ ort fc ; w | ‘ 
wat, hy, 1 1 , Jey , ry ‘ th 4 pe , l. +h 4+ m P 
! rs, lion t he vernment location, - 
. ‘ ) . , ys ] lott, 5 Nort ‘ ‘ , 
+ ; P ‘ + + + r\ ral , + ‘ hh « F 
' y ; ; ; - ] F [ » + pI Oy re , 
~ 4 + . + + ¢ ; OY , ,Y é 








this area. These resources, totaling about 300 million bolivars, would be 
contributed by the Venezuelan Investment Fund and state banks, with appro- 
priate terms. Finally, research and technological development would be han- 
dled with resources from the Development Ministry totaling 60 million bolivars 
over the administration's term. The research would be applied research. As 
in the other programs, enhanced cooperation would be sought among the various 
institutions that operate in the field of technological research. By encoura- 
ging broad participation by businesses, businessmen, professionals and techni- 
cians, workers and financial institutions, along with support from Dr Jaime 
Lusinchi's administration, industrial recovery will be assured. 
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NEED TO DEAL WITH ECONOMIC ISSUES UNDERLINED 


Caracas FL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 1 Dec 83 p 1-4 


1 


(Article by Manuel Garcia Quinones | 


[Excerpt] After next 4 December, we will analyze a compendium of facts and 
set forth a series of possibilities. Wages and prices have undergone an 
evident increase, yet they can barely maintain the level achieved; in the 
industrial sector there is sufficient installed capacity; and in the agricul- 
ture sector, a substantial import substitution or reduction program is over- 
due. Real oil production was 1.55 million barrels per day this year, which 
brought in 3.2 million bolivars in additional revenues, thus lowering the 
budget deficit. As for the vital issue of the public debt, the credit prob- 
lems of some decentralized agencies with their foreign creditors obliged the 
government, during the difficult negotiations, to present a united legal and 
tactical front in the refinancing of much of the overall debt. This expands 
the amount that must be paid to "service the debt,” and closes for the imme- 
diate future the escape hatch of complementary loans. In addition, various 
factors could overshadow the situation, and it is also well known that if the 
individual quotas assigned by OPEC are respected, the general price schedul: 
could be set aside, True, there will be domestic expansion to industrialize 
petroleum, and there are promising fiscal indications for meeting pending 
obligations, within whatever prudent terms are set forth. 


| } n — , amaAtana ,en ~ srl £ -AmMmi3n 17° } 773% 
\fter 4 December, two cardinal issues should be examined deeply: the way ti 


refinance the debt and the reasonable and sustained investment required by the 
nationalized petroleum industry. In the first instance, we should recall that 
ecretary of State George Shultz suggested in this regard (and with respect t 
the foreign trade deficit and low prices of developing countries’ export: 
that these questions will probably be of greater concern than communist 
I . As for investment in our basic industry, let us look at the penetr 
tine observations of Dr Ivan Pulido Mora (who showed--no one can accus« 
being argumentative--that the Venezuelan Government now has a greater li 
ire than ever before, because of the reductions in the tax rate ibout t 
ing buying power of the dollar and the decline in expenses and oper 
ts. | rest s financial expert has made a variet t 
mm US, nclusion that it i ibsurd te i ocate " I t 
t t blic investment” to the petroleu t " " 
} ‘ j it , + + 4 














No matter what the result of the elections next 4 December, it would be appro- 
priate to promote conciliation in order to study these basic sectors of 
national activity and come up with a patriotic solution. 
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BRIEFS 


LS CALLS FOR LEFTIST UNITY--The Socialist League (LS) yesterday called for 
unity among the Venezuelan left once again. The document states that "once 
the electoral process is over, the presidential battle will end and the exa- 
cerbated manipulation of the minds of the Venezuelan people wili come to an 
end.” The declaration, signed by leaders Julio Escalona, David Nieves and 
Francisco Cedeno in the name of the Socialist League, states: "The electoral 
blocs that divided the left and that damaged the popular movement so serious- 
ly, will disappear; today unity returns to a land wnere it is possible to 
march together in strength. After 4 December, the left, regardless of the 
election results, should face the problem of unity seriously." The declara- 
tion states that during the upcoming presidential term the country will unde: 
go difficult times, which will require unity among the left and in popular 
organizations, Specifically, it mentions growing unemployment, a higher cost 
of living, the crisis of public services and the multiple effects the new 
exchange rate will have, as the problems that will affect the majority of 
Venezuelans. [Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 2 Dec 83 p D-13] 8926 
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